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ABSTRACT
WALTER HERRON TAYLOR AND HIS ERA

Emanuel Meyer
Old Dominion University
Director:
Dr. Peter C. Stewart

This biography examines Colonel Walter Herron Ta yl or ’s
involvement in the development of Norfolk, Virginia,
a modern urban seaport.

into

Although this thesis depicts

T a y l o r ’s role as Robert E. L e e ’s adjutant and Civil War
historian, it clearly demonstrates that his civic accomplish
ments in the post-war era considerably outweighed his efforts
for the Confederacy.
Colonel Taylor's lifetime career in banking and commerce
reflected the changing society of the South from a backward
province into a modern industrial and sophisticated section.
The author illustrates the Colonel’s participation in No r
folk's growth from the stormy Reconstruction period to
the eve of World War I.

Throughout these years many signifi

cant municipal and social reforms were aided by, or were
a direct result of, Colonel Ta y l o r ’s activities.
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PREFACE

While searching for a suitable topic to meet the requir
ments for a thesis in History, this author discovered the
Taylor Family Papers at the Kirn Memorial Library in Nor
folk.

These papers contain an invaluable perspective on

Southern history extending from the antebellum era into
the early twentieth century. This collection served as
the main focus and motivating force behind the selection
of "Walter Herron Taylor and His Era."
Colonel Taylor's life was a reflection of the changing
society combined with the growth of Norfolk from a small
provincial seaport into a major urban center.

Indeed,

it is the purpose of this paper to demonstrate the various
contributions of Walter Herron Taylor toward the development
of the city of Norfolk, including his involvement in the
social, political,

and economic history of Virginia.

This treatise will also show that Taylor's civic accom
plishments far outweigh his more famous roles as Robert
E. Lee's devoted adjutant during the Civil War and later
the author of two books about his commander.

Although

this premise appeared as a formidable challenge,

it even

tually became a pleasant task to reveal the numerous achieve
ments of the unassuming Colonel.

iv
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The Colonel's participation in Norfolk's development
spanned over four decades, from the stormy Reconstruction
era to the eve of America's entrance into World War I.
This was a crucial period of growth for the old seaport,
not equal in proportion to the "Boom periods" produced
by the military expansion during the two World Wars, but
significant in that it was the time during which the found
ation of a modern city was established.

Throughout these

years many beneficial municipal and social reforms were
aided by, or were a direct result of, Colonel Taylor's
activities.
Although this paper will clearly emphasize Taylor's
extraordinary avocation in commerce and civic advancement,
it will not overlook his function as Civil War historian
and his loyal service to the Confederacy.

This military

phase of Taylor's life will be thoroughly documented and
will shed light on the Southern patriot's mystique.

His

pride and love of his region were continued during his
distinguished career throughout the post-war period.

In

summary, Walter Herron Taylor,the personification of the
Renaissance man, transferred defeat in war into triumph
in peace.
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CHAPTER I
THE FORMATIVE YEARS

Walter Herron Taylor, who became L e e ’s "right hand,”
was born on 13 June 1838 in the Taylor-Whittle house at
the corner of Freemason and Duke Streets.

This was not

only one of N o r fo lk ’s oldest houses but was also considered
one of the finest examples of Federal architecture in the
country.1

W a l t e r ’s birthplace was shared by six generations

of the Taylor family.

Mention should be made that he was

a direct descendant of Adam Thoroughgood, one of the first
English settlers and major landowners of the lower Tidewater
region.2
His grandfather, Richard Taylor, emigrated to America
in 1797 and eventually became one of N o r f o l k ’s most prominent

^Baron F. Black,
Street," In:
Norfolk
Buildings and H o u s e s .
Highlights. 1584-1881
pp. 31-32.

"The Taylor-Whittle House of Freemason
Historic Foundation, Norfolk-Historic
1972, p.l; George Tucker, Norfolk
(Norfolk:
George Tucker, 1972),

2j. Montgomery Seaver, Taylor Family History (Philadel
phia:
American Historical Geneological Society, 1929),
pp. 8-9;
Edna Mae Sollen, "Virginia Families," Richmond
Times Dispatc h. 10 September 1939, pp. 10-12;
H. Clark
Meredith, Some Old Norfolk Families and Others (Norfolk:
Tidewater Typography Corp., 1976), pp. 366-67.
Ta ylo r’s
English origins were traced to the counties of Warwickshire
and Staffordshire; Richard emigrated from Long Sutton,
Lincolnshire.

1
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2
citizens.3

After Richard and his brother, John, acquainted

themselves with local conditions and business prospects,
they entered the field of importing and merchandising dry
goods.4

The brothers were profoundly influenced by Norfolk's

flourishing trade with the West Indies, Europe, and the
different states of the young r e p u b l i c . 5

Richard Taylor

became interested in commerce and finance, a trait which
endured in the family members through the early twentieth
century.

This energetic immigrant from the British Isles

personified the emerging merchant class in the late eigh
teenth century.

Norfolk was a busy seaport in an agricul

tural colony and an entity apart from the rest of Virginia.
The characteristics of its people had more in common with
Boston or Philadelphia than with the planters of the James
or the York Rivers.6
Although they competed with the landed aristocracy
in wealth, elaborate homes, possession of slaves, and adhered
to the Anglican Church, while attaining a "certain degree
of breadth and culture;" there were fundamental differences:

3lbid, p. 364; Elizabeth Wingo, Marriages of Norfolk
County. Virginia:
1788. 1793-1817. Volume 11 (Norfolk:
The Author, 1960), p. 3.
The record of Richard Taylor
and Elizabeth C a l v e r t ’s wedding on 3 January 1797 confirmed
his Norfolk residence during this period.

^Ibid, p. 3; Norfolk Her al d. 9 January 1802, p. 1.
^William Stewart, History of Norfolk County. Virginia,
and Representative Citizens (Chicago:
Biographical Publish
ing Co., 1902), pp. 344-45.
^Thomas J. Wertenbaker, Norfolk:
Port (Durham:
Duke University Press,
Gazet te. 11 October 1809, p. 1.

Historic Southern
1962), p. 25; Norfolk
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They were first of all practical, keen businessmen,
lacking the taste for political life, the urge
to study, and the philosophical view, which the
plantation system fostered in their neighbors.7
The old seaport may not have produced the caliber of Wash
ington, Jefferson,

and Madison,

but it did create its

share

of worthy citizens

like Richard Taylor and his descendant,

Walter Herron Taylor.
Richard Taylor soon entered the fertile field of
marine and fire insurance and became associated with the
Phoenix Fire Assurance Company of London, England.8 He
was able to capitalize on numerous conflagrations that
threatened the very existence of this small but growing
seaport.9 With fire fighting rather primitive in those
years, the local populace resorted to desperate measures,
even the use of gunpowder.10

Such extreme action was caused

by late arriving fire engines and a scarcity of fire
buckets.

Thus the fires were checked only by blowing up

houses in its path.

The result of this continuous crisis

in municipal affairs encouraged Taylor and his colleagues
to form the first volunteer fire department in Eastern

7Ibid, p. 25.
^Norfolk Gazette. 18 July 1808, p. 3.
^Norfolk Gazette. 22 November 1805, p. 2; Letters of
William Couper, 27 April 1804, cited by Thomas Wertenbaker
in Norfolk:
Historic Southern Seaport, p. 143; Rogers
D. Whichard, The History of Lower Tidewater. Virginia (New
York:
Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1959), p. 430.
^ T h o m a s Rowland, "Scrapbooks,” Sargeant Memorial Room,
Kirn Memorial Library, Norfolk, pp. 347-48.
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Virginia.The

volunteer firemen usually contained the

leading political and social members of the community and
were ultimately responsible for the organization and estab
lishment of the first fire insurance companies in America.12
Unfortunately, in spite of all these efforts, insurance
rates continued to climb, primarily due to the constant
utilization of timber for the construction of new build
ings. 13

Richard Taylor's lineage, especially his grandson,

Walter Herron Taylor II, inherited this legacy of diligence
in the world of underwriting and pursued it into allied
businesses.
Another aspect of Richard Taylor's almost unlimited
activities was in the strategic realm of transportation
and communication,

symbolized by the Dismal Swamp Canal.1^

He took an active role in the enterprise as a member of
the Board of Directors during the crucial years of 1810 -

H A l w i n E. Bulau, Footprints of Assurance (New York: Mac
millan Co., 1953), pp. 33-40; John B. Danforth and H. A. Clai
borne, Historical Sketch of the Mutual Assurance Society
of Virginia (Richmond:
Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia,
1879), pp. 1-3.
12Ibid, pp. 33-40; Thomas Rowland Scrapbooks, Kirn
Memorial Library, Vol. 2, pp. 54-56.
l2Richard Taylor to St. George Tucker, 15 June 1820,
Tucker-Coleman Papers, Alexander Campbell Correspondence,
Swem Library Archives, College of William and Mary, Williams
burg, Va; Moreau de St. Mery's American Journey. 1793-1798.
trans. Kenneth and Anna Roberts (Garden C i t y : D o u b l e d a y
and Co., 1947), p. 47; Phoenix Fire Assurance of London
Policy, 28 October 1831; Ellis Family Papers, Virginia
Historical Society, Richmond.
^ Norfolk H er al d. 8 May 1811, p. 3; 6 December 1811,
p. 3.
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1812.15

Despite its many problems,

the Dismal Swamp Canal

saved Norfolk from complete ruin during the British blockade
of the War of 1812.16
This involvement foreshadowed his ambitious grandson's
interest in the railroad industry.

As was to be the case,

Walter Taylor became occupied in the progress of various
local and interstate railroad systems throughout a major
part of his lifetime.17
Richard Taylor's career also included the acquisition
of many profitable properties in Norfolk, Portsmouth,
Gosport, and in the fertile wilderness of Kentucky.18
One of Taylor's wise investments was his purchase of 80
acres of land on the west bank of the Elizabeth River in
the Portsmouth parish.

A further example of his wisdom

can be found in his purchase of land in Gosport.

Gosport

became the center for the shipbuilding business and was
destined to exercise immense influence on the economic

15Ib i d , p. 3.
l^Wertenbaker, p. 163; Moses Meyers and Son to Ludlow
Dashwood, 29 August 1814, Meyers Family Papers, Virginia
Historical Society, Richmond, File #2605bl7-18; Norfolk
Gazet te. 14 April 1808, p. 2.
l^Walter Herron Taylor's exploits in the railroad industry
shall be discussed in a later portion of this thesis.
For a detailed account of the Dismal Swamp Canal see Alex
ander C. Brown, The Dismal Swamp Canal (Chesapeake:
Norfolk
County Historical Society of Chesapeake, Virginia, 1967),
p. 22; Hubert J. Davis, The Great Dismal Swamp (Richmond:
Cavalier Press, 1962), p. 67.
18Last Will and Testament of Richard Taylor, 5 July
1827, Norfolk City Clerk's Office, Norfolk; Norfolk H e r a l d .
27 Oct. 1820, p.l; referring to "Gosport Property For Sale."
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and social future of Portsmouth as well as her sister city
of Norfolk .19
Walter Herron T a y l o r ’s grandfather died in Norfolk
on 27 June 1827 in his fifth-sixth year, after a lingering
illness of many months.20

This respected figure of the

Norfolk community left a legacy of family leadership and
moral courage, which was sustained through the next three
generations.
Elizabeth Calvert Taylor outlasted her illustrious
husband by thirty-three years and lived long enough to
witness the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1855 as well as the
eve of the Civil War.

She gave birth to eleven children,

including the father of Walter Herron Taylor 11.21
The Colonel's father, Walter Herron Taylor, was born
in 1809 and inherited Richard Taylor's home and property
on Church Street, which included Calvert's Lane.22

gut

more importantly, Taylor emulated his father's gift for
achieving success in the business world.

He carried on

19ibid; Virginia State, Land Office Gran ts. 1808-1810,
No. 60, 25 June 1810, Virginia State Library, Richmond,
Reel #136; Marshall W. Butt, Place Names of Early Portsmouth
(Portsmouth:
Virginia American Bicentennial Committee,
1973), p. 6.
^ American

Beac on, 28 June 1827, p. 3.

^ I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor, 31 July 1981; H. Clarkson
Meredith, Some Old Norfolk Families and Oth er s, p. 364.
Elizabeth Calvert Taylor died on 13 Nov. 1860.
22will of Richard Taylor, 5 July 1827; W.H.T. Squires,
"Norfolk in By Gone Days:
The Calvert Lanes", Squires
Scrapbooks, Sargeant Memorial Room, Kirn Memorial Library,
N or fol k.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

7
the family interest in local civic affairs, a trait that
his son, Walter Herron Taylor II, continued through the
twentieth century.

Both father and son forged a strong

link of love and understanding which influenced Walter
Herron Taylor I I ’s long and productive life.
In addition to assisting his mother in the boarding
house

business,

23 T a y l o r ’s father also dealt in land specu

lation - in lots situated in the "Sweet Country Seat on
the neighboring Bayside," in what is now the western central
section of Ocean

View.

24

Six months earlier, Taylor joined

forces with some of the most prominent members of the Norfolk
community, including investors from Portsmouth, Edenton,
and Baltimore,

to form the Ocean View Company.

The company

had chosen a most "delectable location for a rural settlement
and a healthful summer

retreat.

"25

Walter Taylor and his

colleagues also invited proposals for the lease of a ten-acre
parcel of land for construction of a hotel to accommodate
the anticipated flow of tourists.^6
Unfortunately, a yellow fever epidemic later in 1855,
followed by the "War Between the States" and Reconstruction,
delayed significant resort development until the 1870s.
Two decades later T a y l o r ’s son, Walter Herron Taylor II,

23walter Herron Taylor I to Christopher Tompkins, 18 Aug
1833, Tompkins Family Papers, 1800-1871, Virginia Historical
Society, Richmond, File #LT5996dl-40.
24southern
^

Norfolk

Arg u s . 8 J u n e 1855, pp.
He r a l d . 1 Jan.

2-3.

1855, p. 2.

^ Southern Ar g u s . 23 March 1855, p. 3.
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would carry out his father's dream of developing Ocean
View into a first class vacation area.27
In 1849 Walter Taylor contributed prudent leadership
to the infant gas industry after Norfolk, a city of 14,000
people, began to consider the use of gas for lighting
thoroughfares and

avenues.

28

Thus, on 31 May 1849, at

a meeting held at the office of Tazewell Taylor, the company
was formally organized under the title of the City Gas
Light Company of

Norfolk.

29

Taylor's father joined a dis

tinguished Board of Directors which included:

C.W. Newton,

Richard Dickson, Tazewell Taylor, and Dr. A.T.M. Cooke.30
Problems arose for Taylor and his associates during
the spring of 1850 due to crude manufacturing conditions
and the hazardous nature of resin which led to the incinera
tion of the plant.31

This continuous threat of inflamma

bility finally eliminated resin in favor of coal.

Despite

these drawbacks, which resulted in danger to life and

^ C o l o n e l Taylor played a vital role in the development
of Ocean View - see Chapter III.
28w.S. Forrest, Historical and Descriptive Sketches
of Norfolk (Philadelphia:
Lindsay & Blakiston, 1853),
p. 246.
29ibid, p. 247; H.W. Burton, History of Norfolk.
Virginia (Norfolk:
Norfolk Virginian, 1877), pp. 214-15.
3QAmerican

4 Oct.

B e a c o n . 1 May 1849,

p . 2; S o u t h e r n

Argus,

1849, p. 2.

31 h .W. Burton, pp. 214-15; W.S. Forrest, p. 245.
Irate
residents failed to obtain a verdict against Taylor's company
for damages, but upon threatening further litigation, the
company settled by arbitration.
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property, the populace of Norfolk accepted this innovation
with great enthusiasm.32
As his father before him, Walter Taylor was quite
active in the Norfolk Common Council, and played a pivotal
role in the city's pursuit of improved transportation.33
While serving on the City Council, Taylor and his
prominent colleagues were instrumental in bringing the
railroad to the Tidewater area.34
Roanoke Railroad,

The Portsmouth and

initiated in 1832, began service to

Suffolk in 1834 and reached Weldon by 1836.35

However,

due to poor management, inferior equipment and direct
confrontation with the Petersburg and Roanoke Railroad,
the rail line soon failed and was "abandoned."36
One of the most traumatic events in young Taylor's
life was the premature death of his father during the
yellow fever epidemic of 1855.

Walter Herron Taylor

fell victim to the "great pestilence" in the summer
of 1855.

Many Norfolkians,

including Taylor and Dr.

33Ibid, p. 245; John Keating, The Lambert Flame (Mel
bourne:
Melbourne University Press, 1974), p. 10.
^

Norfolk

He r a l d , 5 April 1833, p. 2.

34Ibid, p. 2.
33John C. Emmerson, ed., Our Railroad:
The Portsmouth
& Roanoke Railroad (Portsmouth:
J.C. Emmerson, 1967),
p. 2.
^ R o b e r t W. Lamb, Our Twin Cities of the Nineteenth
Century:
Norfolk and Portsmouth (Norfolk:
Barcroft, 1888),
p. 199; Norfolk Beacon. 1 Feb. 1839, p. 2; H.W. Burton,
p. 8.
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George D. Armstrong,

the Norfolk Presbyterian minister,

because of their untiring efforts, became legendary
heroes during this

epidemic.

37

Armstrong later wrote

a graphic account of his experiences in A History of
the Ravages of the Yellow Fever in Norfolk. Virginia.
A.D.

18 55. that described the ninety-day terror in vivid

detail.

38

When the first frost finally halted the pesti

lence, two-thirds of the white population had been
stricken, and one-third of the Blacks - 2,000 persons
had

died.

39

Taylor's father had been secretly taken to Baltimore
after being infected with the deadly malaise,
avail.40

but to no

As Reverend William N. Jackson sadly noted,

"It

is too true that our valued friend, Walter H. Taylor,

has

3 7 q 6 o rge D. Armstrong, A History of the Ravages of the
Yellow Fever inb Norfolk. Virginia. A.D.. 1855. (Philadel
phia:
Phillip Lipp, 1856), pp. 28-41.
Norfolk had previ
ously experienced horrible outbreaks of "Yellow Jack" notably in 1795, 1802, 1821, and 1826; but none of them
could compare with the epidemic of 1855.

3^Ibid, p. 159; William Lamb Diaries, 10 April 1855 29 Dec. 1855, Lamb Family Papers, College of William and
Mary Archives, Swem Library, Williamsburg, File #39.1L16;
W.S. Forrest, The Great Pestilence in Virginia (New York:
Derby & Jackson, 1856), pp. 204-6.
S^Ibid, p . 159; Lamb Diaries, 22 Aug. 1855; Winchester
Watts to Samuel Watts, 8 Aug. 1855, Emmerson Papers, Ports
mouth General Library, Portsmouth.
^ I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor, 31 July 1981; Norfolk
H er a l d , 31 Jan 1856, p. 2.
At the height of the epidemic,
thousands of people fled to other cities such as Richmond,
Baltimore and Washington; but soon many of these cities,
which had first welcomed the refugees, refused to receive
any more from the "pestilence"-striken Norfolk area.
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fallen before the destroyer."41

Many tributes were bestowed

upon this Good Samaritan for his philanthropic activities:
"The orphan and widow were almost daily seen at his place
of business asking for aid and counsel."42
The Colonel's father bequeathed the family limited
funds, in the form of life insurance.43

Taylor subscribed

to the Norfolk Provident Society, which Forrest described,
"as one of the most useful institutions ever established
in the

town.

"44

Incorporated in 1820, the Society's original

assets by 1855 totaled $220,000 and it appeared by the
records, that it contributed to the relief of the families
of seventy-five of its deceased

members.

45

Walter Herron Taylor's mother, Cornelia Wickham Cowdery
Taylor, lived an additional forty-four years, and was 88
years old at the time of her death in 1899.46

in commenting

4^George D. Cummins, "Memorial of the Rev. William M
Jackson," Trinity Church, Washington, D.C., undated, Taylor
Family Papers, Janet Taylor; W.S. Forrest, p. 206.
Forrest
praised the "brave citizens" who helped the sick including
the benevolent and kind-hearted Walter H. Taylor, (senior).
Painful Review," Southern Ar g u s . 1 Jan. 1856, p. 2.
43Last Will of Walter Herron Taylor I, 21 Aug. 1855,
Norfolk Circuit Corporation Court Book #8, Norfolk City
Clerk's Office, Norfolk.
The actual cash assets have not
been disclosed.
44w.S. Forrest, Sketches of N o r f ol k, pp.

152-53.

4^ibid, p. 153; Southern Arg us , 1 April 1848, p. 1;
Norfolk Provident Society, The Constitution of the Norfolk
Provident Society (Norfolk: T.G. Broughton, 1832).

Sept.

46"Mrs. Cornelia Taylor Dead," Norfolk Dispatch, 20
1899, p. 1.
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on her demise, the Norfolk Dispatch stated:
In rearing sons to be useful and honorable
men and daughters to be representatives of the
social culture and delightful hospitality of
Norfolk, she has done a work which stamps her
as a remarkable strong and sweet character.47
Young Taylor's father was a staunch believer in
education and during his brief but productive life encour
aged the growth of free public schools.

He participated

as a trustee in the Lancastrian School in the early
1850s.48

For 41 years this was Norfolk's nearest approach

to a free school, yet it resembled a free school chiefly
in only one respect - it had both local and state finan
cial support.49

Thus, Taylor's keen appreciation of

schooling compelled him to seek out the finest education
available for his sons, especially for Walter Herron
Taylor II.
The future colonel spent his primary years at a private
school operated by Miss Serena Holden from 18 4 4 to 1 8 4 7 . 5 0
Afterwards,

4 7 Ibid,

he obtained his intermediate and secondary

p. 1.

Painful Review," Southern Argu s, 1 Jan. 1856, p. 2;
Henry S. Rorer, "A History of Norfolk Public Schools
(Norfolk:
H.S. Rorer, 1968), pp. 10-12; W.S. Forrest,
The Norfolk Directory for 1851-1852 (Norfolk:
W.S. Forrest,
1851).
4 9 l b i d , pp. 10-12; J. B l a i r B uck, T h e D e v e l o p m e n t
of P u b l i c S c h o o l s in V i r g i n i a . 1607-1952 ( R i c h m o n d :
C o m m o n w e a l t h of Virginia S t a t e B o a r d of E d u c a t i o n , 1952),

p. 25.
50Edward W. James, ed., "Miss Serena Holden and her
School" in The Lower Norfolk County Virginia Antiquary,
4 Vols. (New York:
Peter Smith, 1951), 4:69-71.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

13
education at the Norfolk Academy.51

This ▼enerable and

prestigious center of education dating from 1728, is consi
dered one of the oldest schools in the country.

Its funding,

comparable to the Lancastrian School, depended on both
public and private sources.52
Toung Taylor attended the academy from 1848 to 1852,
during which time he was the recipient of the General Merit
Award for academic achievement during the school year of
1848.53

Moreover, at Norfolk Academy he acquired his first

taste of military training, as Headmaster, John 5.

Strange

introduced military science to the curriculum in 1845.54
"Walter Taylor entered into all our sports with spirit
and zest,” recalled his old friend, Reverend Giles Cook.
He was also among the foremost in his studies and quite
popular with his co-students - "boys and g i r l s . "55
During Taylor's years at the Norfolk Academy, the
school also played host to one of America's most famous

S^W.H.T. Squires, "Norfolk in By-Gone Days:
The Old
Academy," Norfolk Ledger Dispa tc h. 29 Nov. 1953 from "Squires
Scrapbooks," Vol III, p. 45.
52I b i d , p. 45.
^ E d w a r d W. James,

ed., 4:71.

^ Catalogue of the Trustees. Officers, and Students
of the Norfolk Academy. 1847-1848 (Norfolk:
T.G. Broughton
and Son, 1848), p. 5; Constance Curtis Laws, "The Academy
Movement in Norfolk, Virginia with Emphasis on Curriculum
Development from 1750 to 1920," M.S. Education Thesis,
Old Dominion College, Norfolk, 1967, p. 54.
55Giles B. Cook, "Col. W.H. Taylor, A.A.G., Army of
Northern Virginia:
An Appreciation," Confederate Vete ran .
May 1916, pp. 234-35.
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writers, Edgar Allen Poe, as reported by the American Beacon:
Mr. Poe recited with fine affect, extracts from
the poetic effusions of Longfellow, Bryant, Willis
and Edward Pinknoy, who said he was born too
far South to be appreciated by the North American
Quarterly Review - and from the works of Shelly,
Byron, Moore, Hood and others.56
Thus, it can be seen that Taylor was exposed to the
literary culture of his day and acquired respect for the
arts.

At the conclusion of Poe's lecture, Taylor's family

and friends,

seemed "highly gratified by the intellectual

repast which had been set before

t he m .

"57

With the comple

tion of his preliminary studies at Norfolk Academy, Taylor
became a member of a select club of Virginians,
their education through the tuition-based

who obtained

system.

58

In 1853 Toung Taylor entered the West Point of the
South - Virginia Military Institute.

Situated in Lexington,

Virginia, and located between the lofty Blue Ridge and
Allegheny Mountains in the picturesque Shenandoah Valley,
the Virginia Military Institute, a state-owned college
of engineering and science, had been founded on the site

^ American B ea c o n . 17 Sept.

1849, p. 2.

^ I b i d , p . 2.
In his later years, Taylor promoted and
sponsored various cultural organizations in Norfolk.
^ D a l e Glenwood Robinson, The Academies of Virginia.
1776-1861 (Richmond:
The Dietz Press, 1977), p. 59.
All
privately owned Norfolk schools operated on a tuition basis,
making it difficult for the average poor child to obtain
an education.
Finally this condition was changed in 1850,
when Norfolk by an act of the Virginia Assembly was author
ized to establish a free public school system.
It was
not until 1858, however, that N o r f o l k ’s first four public
schools for any white person between the ages of six and
twenty-one were opened.
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of a state arsenal in 1839.59

Francis H. Smith, who had

graduated from Vest Point in 1833 and subsequently became
an instructor at his alma mater, was at the time of Taylor's
arrival, the V.M.I. superintendent and professor of math
ematics at Hampden-Sydney College.

Beginning with Smith,

who doubled as professor of mathematics, and John Thomas
Lewis Preston, professor of French, the school enjoyed
a steady growth until the Civil

War.

60

The young cadet's rather formal yet warm relationship
with his father, Walter Herron Taylor I, is revealed through
several letters written during this period.

T a y l o r ’s father

mentioned:
It is about time to shut the store.
I would
however seize a few moments (for the mail not
occurring again for several days) to acknowledge
the receipt of your welcome letter to your dear
mother, of the 23rd, and furthermore, to take
that special notice of some of the contents which
you would expect from me, through your good
mother's reply.61
His father showed Victorian frugality as he insisted
that Walter's arrangements for the purchase of clothing
be deemed "judicious and economical."

The older Taylor

59George M. Brooke, John M Brooke:
Naval Scientist
and Educator (Charlottesville:
University Press of Virginia,
1980), pp. 273-74.
Virginia Military Institute opened
in Lexington.
Representative of state military academies
of its day, it pioneered in many areas of military and
civil engineering.
60Ibid, p. 274.
^ W a l t e r Herron Taylor I to Walter Herron Taylor II,
28 Sept. 1854, Walter Herron Taylor Papers, Sargeant Room,
Kirn Memorial Library, Norfolk.
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also stressed the need to keep within the rules of the
Institute, "however much they may be disregarded by other
cadets."

The Colonel's father was, however, delighted

to learn that his son had gone regularly to work and promised
to do

well.

62

On another occasion Taylor's father advised his son
regarding finances:
In the instance of your purchase, all would have
been well, yet all young men do not make the
best and proper use of money.
Devils might result
to some from its too free u s e . 63
The young cadet's father evidently asserted a powerful
force on his son's moral character and scholastic development
as he wrote:
Never be satisfied with a superficial knowledge
of your lessons - your motto patience and perseverence, you will I think deserve the honors,
and the
finish of the race, which is far better
than to
obtain them by cheating. . .. You will
have the same success as your brother had, and
by great diligence and hard struggle he gained
great credit as a cadet.64
During this period, Taylor's father also corresponded
with the superintendent, Colonel Francis H. Smith.

Both

of these gentlemen shared a warm rapport in business and
personal affairs.
that his family was
said nothing

In one letter to Smith, Taylor reported
overjoyed by the news that young Taylor

of his ailment, and hoped he was entirely

62Ibid.
^ W a l t e r Herron Taylor I to Walter Herron Taylor II,
13 Oct. 1854, Taylor Papers.
6*Ibid.
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free of "painful

swelling.

"65

in this same note Taylor

reminded the superintendent of an account past due and
hoped it would be taken care of when it "shall suit your
convenience," as he feared,

"I shall begin to be in debt

soon unless my usual good fortune attend, and some articles
'in my line' be required instantly."66

Taylor senior added

one more "pitch" in his postscript:
Sugar, molasses and coffee - all advancing
in price and it will be well if our stock is
not already laid in for the spring - to purchase
at once.67
The Colonel's father continuously inquired into his
son's academic career.

On one occasion he wrote Colonel

Smith that his family was most gratified at the stand taken
by Walter in his last report card in regard to "merit"
and scholastic achievement.

The senior Taylor also thanked

Smith for his good counsel, which he felt would encourage
Walter to make a serious effort to maintain his grades.68
Two months later the young cadet found himself in
trouble with the Institute. As the elder Taylor wrote,

65walter Herron Taylor I to Colonel Francis H. Smith,
6 April 1855, V.M.I. Archives, Lexington.
66ibid.
67ibid.
68walter Herron Taylor I to Col. Francis H. Smith, 29
May 1855, V.M.I. Archives, Lexington; "Course of Studies
at V.M.I." (1855), V.M.I. Archives, Lexington, pp. 11-13.
This reveals Cadet Taylor's class and conduct standing
for the academic year 1854-55.
He was fourth out of 76
in conduct and finished with high grades in:
Math, Latin,
Drawing and Composition, and Declamation.
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"Walter had so for forgotten what was due himself, his
friends and the valuable institute over which you preside
as to be guilty of the breach of one of its wholesome regula
tions."

This violation of school principles prompted

an immediate court martial hearing for the young cadet.
It appears that Walter was involved in the ancient school
custom of hazing,

or as his father described it, "maltreating

a plebe."69
Fortunately young Taylor was spared the shame of dis
missal, as Walter Herron Taylor explained:
This narrow escape of punishment will, I
trust, be a salutary lesson and a warning to
him not to engage in what he may deem sport,
when the act is positively forbidden by law and
the consequences of his inattention to order
made so serious to himself and friends.70
Taylor's father informed Smith that his son, now anxious
about the consequences of his "indiscretion,” was aware
for the first time, the dangers of the loss of hard-earned
honors just recently enjoyed, as "other
he must have shrunk from

'trial.'

'officers' do,

He hoped that Walter

would make a serious effort to recover his position with
the Institute and his friends,
. . . not only to save his doting parents all
grief by reason of disgrace befalling him, but to
make him the joy and pride of their hearts in his
continuing as true cadet, a faithful officer, as
far as in him lies, as ornament to the Institute.7 *

^ W a l t e r Herron Taylor I to Col. Francis Smith,

25 July

1855.
70Ibid.
71I b i d .
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Unhappily, the future Colonel's academic experience
was aborted by the death of his devoted father.

Shortly

after his passing, an old friend of the family, William
E. Taylor, then visiting at the Healing Springs, corresponded
to Superintendent Smith:
A letter from Robert rec'd today mentions
that Walter Taylor's death must occasion the
removal of his son, Walter, from the Institute
and the consequent loss of education.
I do not
understand whether he has yet left or will leave
at Xmas.
Without circumlocution let me say to
you that I will charge myself with the expenses
of the boy till he graduates if his mother will
allow him to remain.
Will you communicate with
her?
You need not mention my name unless abso
lutely necessary, but say that a friend of her
husband wishes to do i t . '2
Smith received a second letter on the same day of
William Taylor's generous offer.

The bereaved cadet advised

his mentor, Superintendent Smith, that his board was already
paid at the Institute, and that he would return to Lexington
and then stay there until his family returned home, whereupon
he would rejoin them.

The young cadet stressed that when

he returned, instead of employing his stay there by contin
uing his second class course,

"I will study arithmetic

and review my bookeeping.”73

Even at this early stage

of development,

young Taylor demonstrated his alert and

analytical mind when he mentioned that his father left

72Willi am Couper, One Hundred Years at V. M. I. , Vol. I
(Richmond:
Garrett & Massie, 1939), p. 292.
William Couper
cites letter - William E. Taylor to Col. F.H. Smith, 19
Sept. 1855.
William E. Taylor, a wealthy citizen of Norfolk,
was himself a patron of V.M.I.
7^Walter Herron Taylor II to Col. Francis Smith,
1855, V.M.I. Archives, Lexington.

19 Sept.
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several papers which presented an accurate account of the
prevailing "state of affairs."

He also requested advice

from his friend, Colonel Smith.74
In a letter to Colonel Smith on 24 September 1855
the former cadet reluctantly turned down all efforts to
finance the balance of his education.

In referring to

the various offers of assistance, including tlie one made
by Judge Crump, Taylor was gratified to discover that his
father's friends were "noble ones, indeed, and continue
their kindness towards his children."

Taylor gave two

reasons why he could not accept these extremely generous
offers:
One is that I'd necessarily feel under obli
gations and would not be satisfied until I had
repaired them and in second place my presence
is required at home to carry on the business
of my dear sainted father.75
After examining his father's papers, Taylor made a
brief assessment of the state of his business.

From a

balance sheet taken 1 July he discovered that the debits
and credits at that time nearly balanced, and from an inven
tory rendered during the same period, Taylor concluded
that there was on hand a stock amounting to $14,000 at
"smallest possible calculation."76

"This all makes an

excellent start and it seems," exclaimed the future banker

74lbid.
75ibid.
76ibid.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

21
and financier, "as if this was the path of my future life
pointed out by pr ovidence."77
Apparently, Taylor's father had utmost confidence
in his son's intelligence and character, as he had made
young Walter the sole executor of the estate.

Additionally,

young Walter attempted to support his mother and family
in their battle for survival.
seventeen, Taylor assumed adult

Thus, at the early age of
responsibilities

.78

In a later note to Smith, Taylor hinted about his
financial insecurity, reminding him of an outstanding debt
and requesting $30.00,

"as we are short of funds."

The

former cadet was hesitant to draw from his mother's account,
which was deposited in Baltimore.

He then requested the

remaining portion of his credit to be forwarded,

"as you

see best."79
Despite the extensive and unselfish efforts of the
"new head" of the family, business conditions created by
the unhappy combination of the yellow fever epidemic and
the Bank Panic of 1857 led to the liquidation of his father's
company in the winter of 1857.

Taylor again appealed to

Colonel Smith for the balance of funds that were due him,

7 7 w a l t e r Herron Taylor II to Col. Francis H. Smith,
9 Oct. 1855, V.M.I. Archives, Lexington.

78col. Francis H. Smith to Walter Herron Taylor II,
19 Aug. 1965, Taylor Papers.
At the close of the Civil
War, Smith offered his former cadet the position of Treasurer
of the Institute.
79v/alter

15 Oct.

1857,

Herron Taylor II to Col. F r a n c i s H.
V.M.I. Archives, Lexington.

Smith,
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as expenses while at the Virginia Military Institute "were
much more than I imagined."

Toung Taylor confessed:

"A

very extravagant youth that Cadet Taylor, I would not trouble
you but in these precarious times every dollar must tell."80
Undoubtedly, Taylor was concerned about the Bank Panic
of 1857, when he reported that the Farm and Exchange Bank
of Richmond suspended premiums:

"You have heard of it;

all the Mew York City banks," he wrote to Francis Smith,
"also those of Boston suspended specie payment, in fact
suspension, North in general.

The Norfolk Bank still firm,

how long?"81
During the autumn of 1857, not without warning, a
serious day of reckoning arrived.82
collapsed,

Banks and corporations

railroads went bankrupt, land values dropped

sharply, and building operations came to a sudden halt.83
This economic crisis was an outgrowth of the "Boom" decade
that followed the Mexican War.

State banking was poorly

regulated and as panic spread from the Ohio Valley into
the urban centers of the East, young Taylor observed that
all but one of the New York banks suspended payment on

E. Douglas Branch, The Sentimental Years (New
Hill & Wang, 1965), p. 31.

80lbid;

York:

81lbid.
During the week of Sept. 5-12, stocks fell
about 8 to 10 percent in a day.

82Arthur Charles Cole, The Irrepressible Conflict,
1865:
A History of American L i f e , 12 vols (New York:
MacMillian Co., 1934), 8:32.
8 3 w a l t e r Herron Taylor II to Francis Smith,
V.M.I. Archives, Lexington.

16 Oct.
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specie.84

in October the banking system of the country

declared an enforced holiday.

With the approach of winter,

unemployment increased as bread lines formed; ominous signs
of social unrest appeared in the industrialized cities.
Confronted by English competitions and balked Southern
low tariff policies,
new Republican Party.

the industrial East turned to the
The Mid-West,

stunned by bank fail

ures, and faced

by Southern hostility to free land, also

moved closer to

the new party.85

The Cotton

belt was less affected by the panic - cotton

crops were stable,
sound.

86

prices were high, and banks were

generally

jn the case of the Taylor family, however, small

businesses located in seaports such as Norfolk depended
heavily on trade with the Northern cities.

Thus, many

of the small establishments failed during this severe depres
sion.

The Bank Panic of 1857 not only influenced Taylor's

future conservative financial practices but also reinforced
the South's illusion of its superiority over the Northern
capitalists.87
In order to supplement the family income, young Taylor
decided to seek employment in the Norfolk business com-

S^Arthur Charles Cole, p. 33; Louise B. Katz, ed.,
Dictionary of American History, revised edition. Vol. 5
(New York:
Scribner's, 1976), p. 207.
85Ibid, p. 207.
86*»ihe North and South," Southern Ar g u s . 8 Oct.

1857,

p. 2.
8 7 i n t e r v i e w w i t h J a n e t Taylor,
R e v i e w . Vol. XXIII, 1857, p. 592.

31 July 1981; De Bow's
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munity.

His first venture in the commercial world was

with the Norfolk branch of the Bank of Virginia, where
he was appointed a Note Clerk in the Office of Discounts
and Deposits on 22 December 1855.88

With his good looks

and appealing personality, Taylor became an astute business
man, very successful, with a highly organized and literate
intelligence.89

This would be his first, but certainly

not his last, association with the banking industry.

Two

decades later Taylor would became one of the state's leading
financiers.90
Young Taylor worked in an institution which belonged
to the earliest Virginia branch banking system, which special
ized in deposit and discount.91

While they were regularly

chartered, few restrictions were imposed and they were
conducted on a "go-as-you-please” plan.

The broadest powers

were given the board of directors in making rules and conduct
ing the affairs of the bank.

The failure to pay depositors

on demand carried a penalty of 10 percent on the whole
amount from the time of such failure until paid.

Provision

^ A p p o i n t m e n t of Walter Herron Taylor, as Note Clerk,
22 Dec. 1855, Barton Myers Papers, O.D.U. Archives, Norfolk.
^ C l i f f o r d Dowdy, L ee's Last Campaign (Boston:
& Brown, 1960), p. 26.

Little

90Colonel Taylor became President of the Marine Bank
in 1877, one of the most prominent and influential banks
of that period.
91william L. Royall, A History of Virginia Banks and
Banking Prior to the Civil War (New York:
Neale Publishing
Co., 1907), p. 9.
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against speculation and the rate of discount to be charged
were the principle restrictions in the charters.92
By the critical year of 1860, the Bank of Virginia's
sound banking system had become so prevalent that the Vir
ginia banknotes were exchanged at a very trifling discount
in New York.

The discount was no more than what was neces

sary to send the note to Virginia and bring back the coin,
say one-fourth of 1

percent.

93

Although Taylor appreciated the opportunity he received
at the Bank of Virginia, his restless ambition turned him
toward the rapidly growing railroad

business.

94

Hence,

on 11 May 1858 the future Colonel handed in his resignation
to the bank, in order to obtain an auditor's position with
the newly built Norfolk and Petersburg

Railroad.

95

"Having

had made to me an offer for my services elsewhere,” Taylor

92jbid, p. 9.
It bears mentioning that the branch banking
system referred to here is quite different from the system
of banks and branches that would emerge in Virginia in
the twentieth century.
The early branch banks each had
their own officers and directors, raised their own capital
stock, issued their own notes of circulation, and generally
functioned somewhat independantly of the other branches.
93oavid C. Parcell, State Banks and the State Corporation
Commission (New York Tech. Assoc. Inc., 1974), p. 11;
Unfortunately, during the War all of Virginia's banks even
tually came to hold most of their assets in the form of
Confederate securities and dollars.
Thus the fall of the
Confederate States of America coincided with the complete
and immediate collapse of the entire banking system of
Virginia; Norfolk (City), Common Council Records, No. 8,
17 Dec. 1855, Norfolk.
94wa iter Herron Taylor II to the Board of Directors,
Bank of Virginia, 11 May 1858, Taylor Papers.
95ibid.
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wrote to the Board of Directors,
I should accept."

nmy interest demands that

In commenting on his resignation as

Note and Collection Clerk, Taylor sadly noted:
To those
of you to whom I am indebted for the
offer
of the
situation, at the time when I so
much needed assistance, I now hold in those of
you whose sympathies were so excited for the
fatherless boy of an old companion and friend.96
The Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, chartered in
1852, to which the city subscribed a large block of stock,
was organized in 1853 with Dr. Francis Mallory, President;
George V. Camp, Treasurer; and William Mahone, Chief
Engineer.

To the

latter goes the credit for the design

and layout

of the

roadbed, which provided a passenger and

freight terminal in Norfolk proper at the east end where
Main and Wide Water streets met.

A track down the middle

of the road facilitated transfer of freight to the river
wharfs.97
By July 1858 trains were running from Norfolk to Peters
burg and soon the railroad could proudly boast:
This through freight route is now in oper
ation, and bids fair to succeed beyond the highest
expectations of its most sanguine friends.
It
opens up to Norfolk city, by means of these Western
connections, a field for her enterprise, which,
if they are properly embraced, would insure rapid
ascendency among the emporiums of America.98

96ibid.
9 7 w h i c h a r d , p. 475.
W h e n t h e l i n e w a s c o m p l e t e d in
1858, a f i f t y - t w o m i l e s t r e t c h of i t s e i g h t y m i l e s w a s
the

longest

piece

of

straight

railroad

track

in t h e w o r l d .

98Norfolk City Directory. 1859, p. 146.
Alas, it was
too late for the line to develop any sizable traffic before
the war began in 1861.
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Taylor's role in the development of the Norfolk and
Petersburg Railroad also produced the start of a long and
fruitful relationship with William Mahone, the railroad
builder and political leader.99

jn writing to his fiance,

Betty Saunders, Taylor displayed his reluctant admiration
for Mahone as he complained:
I have not seen you for a young age, have promised
myself the pleasure of being with you for the
last two evenings, but Mr. Mahone has ruined
all my calculations in this matter.
By keeping
very late hours - I live in hope of better days.100
After his exposure to the railroad industry, Taylor
was offered an advanced post in the Bank of Virginia, which
he enthusiastically accepted.

This opportunity arose by

the death of Colonel Robert W. Bowden, Cashier of the Bank
of

Virginia.

101

^t a meeting of the Board of Directors

on 15 March 1859 William D. Bagnall, who had for a number
of years acted as bookkeeper in the Bank, was unanimously
elected Cashier to fill the vacancy created by the death
of Colonel Bowden.102
Whereupon Eli Barrot, the efficient Discount Clerk,
was unanimously elected bookkeeper to fill the vacancy

99ln I860, Mahone b ecame both President and Chief
Engineer; however, he was soon completely occupied with
the Civil War and led the famous Mahone Brigade.
After
the war, Taylor became quite instrumental in furthering
Mahone's railroad career.
lOOftalter Herron Taylor II to Betty Saunders, 4 Aug.
Taylor Papers.
IQlSouthern Argus. 10 Mar.
l°2Ibid,

19 Mar.

1859, p. 2.

1859, p. 3.
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occasioned by the election of Mr. Bagnall to the office
of Cashier.103

He declined to accept the office and "Walter

H. Taylor, Esq., of the Norfolk and Petersburg Road was
then elected."104
Thus at the age of twenty-one, Taylor was elevated
to the lofty position of First Accountant of the Office
of Discount and

Depos it.

105

The young auditor was well

on his way toward success in the world of commerce.

l°3Ibid.
lO^Agreement of Board of Directors, Bank of Virginia,
21 Mar. 1859, Moses Myers Papers, Chrysler Museum Collection,
O.D.U. Archives, Norfolk.
105Ibid.
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CHAPTER II

SOLDIER AND PATRIOT

The young auditor's life was transformed permanently
as Norfolk observed with growing resentment and alarm the
series of events which were rushing the country on to the
tragedy of disunion and civil war.

For a decade Norfolk's

newspapers were full of stories about the troubles in Kansas,
the Dred Scott decision,

the Lincoln-Douglas debates,

the

John Brown raid, and the deep split in the Democratic party.
When the break came, the Old Dominion had remained loyal
to the Union for four months.

However,

it was not until

15 April 1861 that Lincoln forced upon her the choice of
battling for or against the Confederacy, as he called for
70,000 volunteers for 90 days.*
It should be added, however,

that Taylor's initial

experience with a military organization occurred soon after
John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry when he joined a local
militia group, the Southern Guard, which was organized

^-Norfolk H e r a l d . 5 Dec. 1859, p. 2.
John Brown, the
fanatical Abolitionist, attempted to ignite a slave rebel
lion.
This "bloody” act outraged the South.
Captured
and brought to trial, Brown was found guilty of treason,
and conspiring with slaves and others to rebel, and murder
in the first degree.
H.W. Burton, History of Norfolk
(Norfolk:
Norfolk Virginian, 1877), pp. 36-37.
29
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on 2 December 1859.2

Norfolk, as well as the majority

of the slave-holding Southern states, fell into a state
of panic as Governor Wise emotionally called for taking
up arms.3

While firebrands like Edward Ruffin felt that

the threat of a general slave insurrection was needed to
"stir the sluggish blood of the South."4
Following John Brown's execution, a martial spirit
aroused in the "breasts of our young men," encouraging
them to become soldiers.

New companies were established

and wartime preparations were made in earnest.3

In this

atmosphere of patriotic fervor, young Taylor was elected
Orderly Sergeant in his unit, the Southern Guard or "Company
F," as the unit became known shortly after its incorporation
into Norfolk's 54th Regiment of militia.

When first created,

the Southern Guard adopted a temporary uniform of red flannel
hunting shirts, black pants, and glazed hats, as worn by
Virginia Military Institute cadets.

The uniform was requi

red in order to receive equipment (such as arms), and it
was further hoped that the Virginia legislature, then meet-

City:
p. 2.

2virginius Dabney, Virginia:
T h e New D o m i n i o n ( G a r d e n
D o u b l e d a y , 1976), p. 289; S o u t h e r n A r g u s , 4 Dec. 1859,

^New York Times , 5 Dec. 1859, p. 4.
The Times was
citing the Richmond Enquirer, 4 Dec. 1859.
^Henry T. Shanks, The Secession Movement in Virginia.
1847-1861 (New York:
AMS Press, 1971), p. 237.
Shanks
cited Edward Ruffin's Diary, 19 Oct. 1859.
^H.W. Burton, p. 36.
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ing, would repeal the old militia law and establish a uniform
for all volunteer companies.6
As his father before him, Taylor based his military
service on the concept that all men had a duty to defend
their society, and these militia organizations played an
important part in the defense of this country.

They were

at least partially trained in limited military tactics
for short terms of service, a feature which distinguished
them from professional military f o r c e s . 7
Taylor and his fellow militiamen received no monetary
compensation for their services except when called into
active duty.

On the other side of the ledger, the militiaman

was required to pay dues, the amount varying within the
organization.

It is true that he received his arms and

ammunition, but uniforms and accoutrements were to be paid
for by the militiaman himself.

The appearance of the latter

became a serious point of pride among the various companies.
Very often the appearance and quality of the uniform depended
on the affluence of the men in the company.®
Virginia’s militia law provided an elaborate organi
zation of staff and line composed of four divisions,
commanded by a major general.

^Southern Argu s. 14 Dec.

each

The high ranking officers

1859, p. 2.

^Minutes of the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues, 22 Sept
1828 - 8 April 1841, Owned by the Chrysler Museum, Norfolk,
on loan to the O.D.U. Archives; Carroll Walker, N o r fo lk ;
A Pictorial History (Virginia Beach:
Donning, 1975), p. 17.
8 Ibid, p. 17.
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in these organizations were usually prominent citizens
or elderly men of political

influence.

9

On 13 March 1860 Taylor's company of young recruits
drilled for the first time in full uniform, with fifty
men present.

It was further declared that the caps, cart

ridge box, and cross belts were modeled after the style
of the 7th Regiment of New York.10

In the spirit of cooper

ation with the various militia groups, it was resolved
unanimouly that Company "F" accept the proffered escort
of the Norfolk Blues for the final p a r a d e . H

Hence, a

necessary rapport developed between the various militia
uni t s .
Though a continuing rivalry existed among them, leaders
at the time hoped that successive years would find them
exercising the proper feelings towards each other.

Thus,

R.C. Taylor, Secretary of the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues,

^Douglas Southall Freeman, R.E. Lee. A biography. 4
vols. (New York:
Scribner's Sons, 1936), 1:486.
The
militia's staff had never functioned and was incomplete
in 1861.
The volunteers, though numerous, had never been
regimented and had no officers above the rank of captain.
^ Southern Argus, 13 March 1860, p. 2; H.W. Burton,
p. 37; Richmond Daily Dispatch. 1 March 1861, p. 3.
Although
the Daily Dispatch noted that Company F's uniform consisted
of a "blue frock coat, trimmed with gold cord, blue trousers,
black cap and pompon," there is, however, no evidence of
gold cord on Taylor's uniform; and with the exception of
the epaulettes, the sash and sword, and perhaps the buckle,
there is no indication of rank other than the fact that
the subject is obviously an officer.
^ M i n u t e s of the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues, 26 March
1856 - 4 April 1875, excerpt from 7 March 1860, O.D.U. Arch
ives, Norfolk.
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saw agreement in the "struggle to gain the supremacy in
efficiency and discipline."12
By the Summer of I860, the dark clouds of war began
to gather over the old seaport.*3

After Lincoln's election

Taylor fell into a deep melancholy and now regarded war
as inevitable.

However, his personal problems reappeared

to overshadow the threat of warfare.

Taylor's close friend,

Julia Robertson, wrote that, "the expectation of trouble
and that his services will be required here is all that
keeps him in

N or fo l k .

"1^

Heartsick over his apparent one

sided love for Betty Saunders, he was convinced that it
would be better for him to leave Norfolk.
to Betty,

In a letter

Julia Robertson quickly confirmed Walter's plans

to leave his home town and it made her very sad to think
of it.

"What will I do without him?" exclaimed Julia.

Walter did not expect to do any better,

or even as well,

in a business way at first, but could not be content in
Norfolk.Young

Taylor confessed to Julia:

I do not murmur but I have been unfortunate enough
to form an ardent attachment for one who does
not reciprocate it and I find I am incapable
of overcoming the same as long as I remain here.
Julia cautioned Betty against impulsive action:

12I b i d .
l3Thomas Wertenbaker, Norfolk:
p. 197.

Historic Southern P o r t ,

l^Julia Robertson to Betty Saunders, undated, approxi
mately late 1860, Taylor Family Papers.
15Ibid.
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You love Walter this minute but try to fight
against it - I think from what he said, that
he will shortly write you or go to see you at
Hawood.
Please don't deceive yourself.
If any
of the old feeling gets possession of you, let
it have its way, don't resist it.16
This uneven courtship later developed into a permanent
bond of love and devotion.
In the meantime, at the other end of the historic
stage, Robert E. Lee was struggling with his conscience torn between love for his country and devotion to the Old
Domini on :
I can anticipate no greater calamity for the
country than a dissolution of the Union.
It
would be an accumulation of all the evils we
complain of, and I am willing to sacrifice every
thing but honor for its preservation.
I hope,
therefore, that all constitutional means will
be exhausted before there is a resort to force.
Secession is nothing but r e v o l u t i o n . 17
Although political, economic, and social interests
drew Virginia toward the Confederacy, Virginians hesitated
to withdraw from the Union their fathers had done so much
to establish and maintain.

Unionist sentiment was still

strong in many areas, especially in the western part of
the state, and Virginians participated in futile attempts
to reach a compromise between the Lincoln administration

1 6 lb id .

l^Ralston B. Lattimore, ed., The Story of Robert E. Lee
(Washington, D.C.:
Colortone Press, 1964), p. 23;
Lattimore
cited J. William Jones, ed., Life and Letters of R.E. Lee
(New York:
Neale Publishing Co., 1906), pp. 120-21.
When
asked whether a man's first allegiance was due his state or
the nation, Lee replied that he had been taught to believe
and did believe that his first obligations were due Vir
ginia.
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and the Confederates.

As a matter of record, a special

session of the Virginia General Assembly, which began in
Richmond on 2 February 1861, was still in session on 12
April when Confederate batteries in Charleston opened fire
on Fort Sumter and forced the surrender of its Federal
garrison.

Three days later Lincoln called for troops from

all the states still in the Union to put down the "insurrec
tion" in the South.

Governor Letcher refused to provide

a single man for this purpose, and on 17 April the convention
voted to secede rather than share in the "subjugation"
of Virginia's sister

states.

18

Meanwhile, in Norfolk County, war's excitement and
frenzy held high carnival.
ginia to the Union was

When the link which bound Vir

severed,

19 Taylor and his fellow

militiamen assembled and paraded the streets with bands
and Confederate flags.

It should be mentioned that a few

months before the outbreak of the war, Company F became
a part of the 3rd Battalion of Virginia Volunteers, composed
of the city's volunteer companies under Major William E.
T a y l o r . 20

^s

m a y

be

expected, Taylor's company enrolled

for active service on 19 April 1861 and that night took
part in the removal of the powder from the United States

l^Rjchmond Examiner. 15 April 1861, p. 2; Randolph W.
Church, ed., A Handbook of Virginia History (Richmond:
Virginia State Library, 1965), p. 88.
l^william H. Stewart, p. 68.
2 0 j o h n W.H. P o r t e r , H i s t o r y
(Portsmouth:
W.A. F i s k e , 1892),

of N o r f o l k
p. 311.

County.

1861-1865
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magazine at Fort Norfolk.

Afterwards,

the company was

sent to Craney Island where it had charge of a battery
of heavy guns.

On 30 April 1861 Company F was mustered

into State service, and in May 1861 was designated as Co. 6,
6th Regiment of Virginia Volunteers.21

Taylor, a lieutenant

by this time, served only a very short time with the company
after the commencement of hostilities,

for unknown to him

at this time, family forces were working in his behalf.
An uncle by marriage,

General R.L. Page (who had resigned

a captaincy in the U.S. Navy to serve his state), recommended
Taylor to his first cousin, Robert E. Lee.
at Lee's request,

On 2 May and

governor John Letcher ordered the serious-

minded young officer to Richmond and assigned him to Lee's
headquarters.22
Thus, from the quiet and peace of a bank office the
future adjutant passed at once to the "stirring scenes
of the tented field."23

On 13 May 1861 Taylor wrote to

Eli Barrot, his old friend at the Bank of Virginia that

21Ibid, p. 272-309.
22interview with Janet Taylor, 31 July 1981; Calendar
of Virginia State Papers and Other Manuscripts, 11 vols.
(Richmond:
Virginia State Library, 1875-1893), 11:142;
Norfolk Landmark. 2 Mar. 1916, pp. 1-3.
Initially Taylor
was called to Richmond to serve under the then Adjutant
General of Virginia forces, Col. Robert S. Garnett.
Lee
was at that time in charge of organizing the troops that
were to constitute the Army of Northern Virginia and Taylor
in this way came under the observation of General Lee.
23Lyon G. Tyler, ed., Men of Mark in Virginia. 9 vols.
(Washington, D.C.:
Men of Mark Publishing Co., 1908),
4:385.
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his resignation had been accepted by the Board of Direc
tors. 24

xhe young officer confessed that there was a great

difference between his civilian and military occupations.
He now began work in the morning after breakfast and kept
constantly at it until 10 or 11 at night, only allowing
himself a break for meals, and the "most amusing part of
it,n Taylor wrote,

"is that i t ’s for love and glory."

Taylor insisted that everyone must make the necessary sacri
fices for the good of the Old Commonwealth and since "those
in power decided that I must remain here, why here I must
stay until they order one

elsewhere.

"25

Walter Taylor viewed dimly Virginia's infantile pro
visional army as "all humbug" which "will be knocked into
pie when we enter the Confederacy."

He disagreed that

officer appointments to the provisional army were permanent
and thought that those commissioned as provisional (like
himself) had nothing in advantage of those commissioned
as volunteers.

"So if I'm not put an end to by the Yankees,"

exclaimed the young aide, "I very much fear that I will
find myself on the Parrish after the war and no officer
at a l l ."

But Taylor made up his mind to one crucial point:

"that is, never to starve."26

2^Walter Herron Taylor to Eli Barrot,
Pa per s.

13 May 1861, Taylor

25ibid.
26ibid.
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The young but prudent Confederate officer also took
the required precautions to offset the unpredictable elements
of warfare.

In a letter he informed Eli Barrot of his

debts to the bank and requested that he pay them immediately
and to charge all the minor bills to his mother's account:
"that is ma's account and will be O.K. even if I am killed."
Youthful impatience regarding desire for promotion
was revealed in T a y l o r ’s appeal to Colonel Francis Smith
for an officer's position in the Provisional Army.

He

requested that Smith use his influence to secure him the
rank of Captain.

Taylor complained that his present position

and rank were nothing in advance of that held by him before
he came to Richmond.

Furthermore, he pointed out that

previously he was a 1st Lieutenant with an excellent company
and duties to perform and "not near so onerous as those
now devolving upon me."

Moreover, such an assignment put

him on a promotion track, which was not the case in his
present situation, as he had not opportunity of demonstrating
his military capacities.2^

The young impatient officer

explained that gentlemen younger than himself and "no better
qualified (pardon my seeming vanity)" had been appointed
captains.

Taylor also stipulated that he gave up an impor

tant position as accountant at the Bank of Virginia in
order to serve the state in a military w ay .28

2?Walter Herron Taylor to Francis H. Smith,
V.M.I. Archives, Lexington.

27 May 1861,

28Ibid.
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The future colonel, in a rare departure from his usual
modesty, boasted that nFor though I am pretty hard-worked,
and I flatter myself, I can confidently refer you to either
Gen. Lee or Col. Garnett as to my usefulness and steady
application."29
Four days later, on 31 May 1861, Governor John Letcher
officially appointed Valter Herron Taylor as Assistant
Adjutant General, with the rank of

Captain.

30

At the time,

Colonel Robert S. Garnett, Adjutant-General of the state
forces, the best informed and most efficient man in military
detail that Taylor had ever met, was Lee's right-hand man
in organizing and marshaling the troops that constituted
the Army of Virginia.

Young Taylor would be greatly indebted

for the experience then gained under Colonel Garnett in
all matters of particular in active military s e r v i c e . 31
Taylor had never encountered Lee before coming to
Richmond and recorded his first impression of the noble
Southern leader:
I was at breakfast at the Spotswood Hotel
when he entered the room and was at once attracted
and greatly impressed by his appearance.
He
was then at the zenith of his physical beauty.
Admirably proportioned, of graceful and dignified
carriage, with strikingly handsome features,
bright and penetrating eyes, his iron-gray hair
closely cut, his face cleanly shaved except a

29Ibid.
3QCalendar

of Virginia State P a p e r s , 11:142.

31-Walter H e r r o n T a y l o r , G e n e r a l Lee.
N u s b a u m B o o k & N e w s Co., 1906), p. 22.

1861-1865 ( N o r f o l k :
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mustache, he appeared every inch a soldier and
a man born to command.32
From that time until the day he bade his chieftain
farewell in Richmond after the return from Appomattox,
Taylor was seldom separated from Lee.

For two years Taylor

was Lee's principal adjutant-general, in hourly communion
with him.

In Western Virginia, in South Carolina, and

in the enemy's country, as well as on the battle-scarred
hills and plains of Virginia, the young adjutant witnessed
his commander's triumphs and defeats from Mechanicsville
to Appomattox,

the disharmony among his staff, as well

as the creation of an efficient war machine.

Taylor also

observed Lee when hardships thinned his ranks until courage
alone sustained them.33
Of all the personal staff at Army Headquarters, the
man most known to visitors and on most intimate terms with
the aides of other general officers was Lee's energetic
adjutant.

He was the youngest of Lee's official family,

and much against his wishes had to serve as "inside man"
because of his skill and accuracy in handling the official
correspondence that Lee detested.

Taylor's autograph is

one of those most familiar to history students.

This legible

writing never suffered the changes of older years.

It

remained until his death almost precisely what it was,

32Ibid, p. 21-22.
33"By Order of General Lee, Walter H. Taylor, A.A.G.,"
Richmond News L e a d e r , 3 March 1916, p. 3.
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when, in clear, concise script he wrote Lee's battle
orders.34
In order to grasp Taylor's enormous responsibilities
as Lee's indispensable adjutant, one must appreciate the
inner working of the Confederate Army staff system.
organized the adjutant general's quartermaster,

Lee

subsistence,

medical, pay departments, and an engineers corps.

By a

series of brief general orders Lee sought to establish
system as rapidly as practicable within the departments,
and as a short cut he adopted the old regulations of the
United States Army wherever

a p p l i c a b l e .35

Virtually no attempt was made to set up an intelligence
service as a department of the general staff.

Reports

of the plans and movements of the Federal forces were gleaned
from Northern newspapers,

travellers, or private letters.

Some of the most crucial movements were incorrectly reported
or were not discovered at all.

The Virginia press, in

its zeal to inform its readers,

informed the enemy as well,

and helped to create in Lee a distaste for newspaper
methods.

36

The personal staff of the commanding general,

like the general staff, had to be constructed in an atmo-

York:

34Douglas S. Freeman, Lee's Lieutenants, 4 vols.
Scribner's Sons, 1946), 11:434-35.

(New

35 d .S. Freeman, R.E. L e e . 4 vols. (New York:
Scribner's
Sons, 1936), 1:637-38.
Freeman cited Robertson to Gov.
Letcher, 20 April 1861; Walter Herron Taylor to Edwin D.
Newton, 11 May 1903, Taylor Papers.
36ibid,

p. 638.
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sphere of impermanence.

Although he had started without

a single assistant, Lee was determined to employ only trained
men, so far as they were procurable.
he wrote in an early veto of nepotism,

"It is necessary,"
"that persons on

my staff should have a knowledge of their duties and an
experience of the wants of the service to enable me to
attend to other matters." It was an ideal he never fully
realized.37
In March 1862 General Lee returned to Richmond and
was assigned on the 13th, under the direction of President
Jefferson Davis, to the command of all the armies of the
Confederacy.

This post created by special act of Congress,

permitted Lee a personal staff of a military secretary,
with the rank of colonel, and four aides-de-camp, with
the rank of major.

Vhether assigned as aides or otherwise,

the officers doubled in brass and functioned variously
as military secretary, assistant adjutant general, engineer
officer, or for whatever duties there appeared to be a
current

need.

38

General Lee offered Taylor the choice between remaining
in the adjutant-general*s department or an appointment
as major and aide-de-camp under the new law.

Upon being

pressed by Lee to declare his personal preference, Taylor
selected the position of aide because he thought that he

37ibid,

p. 124.

38Taylor,

p. 42.
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would be spared much confinement in headquarters as well
as the trouble of attending to papers and routine work.
He felt that this would give him the opportunity to be
more on the field of battle.

Therefore, one of the positions

of major and aide-de-camp was assigned to Taylor and the
three others appointed were:

Major T.M.R. Talcott, Major

Charles Marshall, and Major Charles S.

Venable.

39

Along with the annoying questions of promotion and
discipline, Lee had to perform during the winter of 1863-64
the continuous duty of soothing the sensibilities of staff
officers, whose minds the weariness of war was disturbing .^0
Taylor informed his fiance, Betty Saunders, that he expected
to lose his tentmate, Venable:

"He is the only congenial

spirit I have here, and I shall miss him very much."

Venable

transferred to the Conscription Bureau with an increased
rank.

Taylor advised his comrade-in-arms to accept the

appointment as "Lee doesn't make our time pleasant here
and when promotion is offered his staff elsewhere,
not to be wondered at if they accept the offer.”

it is
He

cautioned Betty not to say anything of this as Venable
had requested this to be treated confidential.

The young

adjutant also stated not to expect his promotion in order
to avoid disappointment:

"I only care for it on your account

but General Lee will not push us up tho everybody else

3 9 Ibid.

^ W a l t e r H. Taylor to Betty Saunders,
Taylor Papers.

27 April 1864,
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goes.”

Taylor lamented that he had given up all hope of

being more than a major - certainly as long as his "say
governs the matter."41

As far as Lee was concerned, his

first priority was the successful conclusion of the war
rather than lifting the morale of his officers by offering
them promotions in rank.

He was in the habit of exploiting

the members of his small staff as he saw fit, especially
in the case of Major Taylor.42
The young adjutant complained often to his fiance
on the frustrating problems of Lee's personal staff.

Reveal

ing a glaring weakness in Lee's command, Taylor explained
that Johnston, Beauregard, and others had ''ten, twenty,
and thirty Adjt. generals," whereas, Lee's army possessed
only one.

He admitted that at times he could hardly stand

up under the pressure of work and although he did not care
a great deal for rank, he wanted to hear that,
my general. L e e ' s

"I please

aide confessed that he was happy

to be of some use in spite of his commander's apparent
lack of appreciation:
Everybody else makes me flattering speeches,
but I want to satisfy h i m ♦ They all say he appre
ciates my efforts but I d o n ’t believe it, you
know how silly and sensitive I a m ? ^

^Iw.H. Taylor to B. Saunders,
^ibid.
^W.H.

15 Nov.

1863, Taylor Papers,

Taylor was eventually promoted to Lt. Colonel.
Taylor to B. Saunders,

21 Nov.

1863, Taylor Papers.

4 4 Ibid.
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Despite his frustrations and grievances, Walter Taylor
still maintained a veneration for his chieftain.

Of those

critical days in Richmond, when both he and his general
were undertaking new and unfamiliar duties, he stated:
I had excellent opportunities at that time to
observe General Lee as a worker, and I can say
that I have never known a man more thorough and
painstaking in all that he undertook.45
Early at his office, punctual in meeting all engagements,
methodical to an extreme in his way of dispatching business,
giving close attention to details - but not, as is sometimes
the concomitant, if not the result of this trait, neglectful
of the more important matters dependent upon his decision he seemed to address himself to the accomplishment of every
task that descended upon him in a conscientious and delib
erate way, as if he himself was directly accountable to
some higher power for the manner in which he performed
his d u t y .^6
One particular source of annoyance and anxiety was
L e e ’s correspondence,
did not enjoy writing.

especially since T a y l o r ’s leader
Indeed, he wrote with labor, and

nothing seemed to tax his humor so much as the need for
writing an interminable official c o m m u n i c a t i o n . ^

45 w .H. Taylor to B. Saunders,
Papers.
^W.H.

27 April 1864, Taylor

Taylor, p. 43.

^ I b i d , p. 4 4 . With unlimited problems pressing down
upon him, Lee worked long hours at his headquarters in
the Mechanics Institute on Ninth Street in Richmond.
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Even though there were moments of unhappiness in the
dealings of the older man with the rapid, astute young
assistant adjutant, Lee would usually relieve these by
a kindly inquiry or by a friendly chat in a headquarters
te nt .^8

"The Tycoon,” as his staff officers sometimes

irreverently styled Lee, generally used only Major Marshall
and Major Venable in the field except during action, and
then he pressed into service all of his aides and the offi
cers of the general staff attached to his headquarters.
Major Taylor was left in charge of the paperwork, though
whenever opportunity offered, he continued to indulge himself
in daring feats on the field of battle.

Colonel Chilton

remained titular chief of staff, but either because he
was not suited for the post, or because Lee was his own
principle staff officer,

Chilton gradually turned over

the duties of that office to Taylor and acted as inspector
general.^9
From previous experience, Taylor recognized Lee's
dislike of reviewing array communications, as the general
would never present a communique for his action unless
it was very important and demanded his judgment and deci
sion. 50

Once when he had not undergone an audience for

soveral days, it became necessary to see his commander.

^®W.H. Taylor to B. Saunders,
Pa p e r s .
^9 w .H. Taylor to B. Saunders,

20 March 1864, Taylor

14 Nov. 1863, Taylor Papers.

^ W a l t e r H. Taylor, Four Years with General Lee (Bloom
ington:
Indiana University Press, 1962), pp. 15-17.
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As soon as Taylor entered the tent he noticed that Lee
was not in a very pleasant mood, and while they discussed
some details of irksome character, Lee's neck and head
began to give a little "nervous twitch or jerk," a certain
sign of bad humor, and his manner became harsh.

Sensitive

that his efforts to save Lee irritation were not appreciated,
Taylor became angry, petulantly throwing down the offending
papers, and started to walk off.

At the tent door Lee

stopped him, "Major Taylor, if I with all the burdens of
the army on my shoulders,

should forget myself, I hope

you will not forget yourself."

"Was there ever a more

gentle and considerate and," wrote Taylor,

"yet so positive

a reproof?"51
Some of Lee's officers felt that the General retained
great austerity of manner, rendering him aloof.

Such was

not the case, for in their small circle of the personal
staff, there was between Lee and his military family a
degree of camaraderie that was "perfectly delightful."52
The staff's conversation especially at table, was free
from restraint, unreserved as between equals, and often
of a bright and jocular vein.

Lee never availed himself

of the advantages of his position to obtain "dainties"
for his table or any personal comfort for himself.

The

use of liquors, while not forbidden, was never habitual
in their camp.

There was no general mess-supply, and rarely,

51 w .H. Taylor, General L e e , p. 156.
5 2 I bi d.
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if ever, "a private ni p . ”

Although Taylor used to think

that General Lee would have been better off if at times
he had taken a little stimulant.53
Upon one occasion, after a rather harsh exchange of
words between Taylor and his commander,

the adjutant wrote,

”He is so unreasonable and provoking at times; I might
serve under him for ten years to come and couldn't love
him at the end of that period.”

Yet, when Lee left him

that morning, he presented Taylor with a peach.
he is a queer old genius.

”Ah! but

I suppose it is so with all

great me n . ”54
Despite their differences,

these two historical figures

developed a strong bond which lasted until the death of
Marse Robert in 1870.

This was exemplified by their experi

ences upon the battlefield.
western Virginia campaign,

While serving in the ill-fated
snow began to fall, and several

nights were so frigid that at bedtime Lee suggested to
Taylor they sleep together for warmth.

”And so it was vouch

safed to me to occupy very close relations with
commander.”55

. . .

my

Roads that had been impassable sloughs of mud

now became slick with ice.

Sickness prevailed among the men,

none of whom had tents, and many were without blankets.

S^ibid, p. 158.
Taylor recalled but one instance of
Lee indulging in this way, and that was at Petersburg where
he received from some admiring friends a few bottles of
wine.
5^W.H. Taylor to B. Saunders,

15 Aug.

1864, Taylor Papers.

55 w .H. Taylor, pp. 31-32.
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It was futile, and, to Lee's mind, cruel to carry on active
military operations under such conditions,

so he brought

the campaign to a close.56
General Lee was furiously attacked by arm-chair critics
such as E.A. Pollard for his management of affairs in western
Virginia.

57

Yet, Walter Taylor observed that nobody felt

public judgment so sharply as Lee, although he characteris
tically refused to justify his position or come to his
own defense.

When Taylor called his attention to an espec

ially venal attack which was as unjust in its conclusion
as it was untrue in its statements, he asked Lee why he
suffered such unwarranted slander in silence.

Lee told

him that while it was very hard to bear, it was perhaps
quite natural that such "hasty" conclusions should be announ
ced, and that it was better not to attempt a justification
or defense, but to go steadily on in the discharge of duty
to the "best of our ability, leaving all else to the calmer
judgment of the future and to a kind

P r o v i d e n c e ."58

"Grandfather's deep and abiding faith in almighty
God," recalled Janet Taylor,

"carried him through every

56ibid, p. 32.
57 e .A. Pollard, The First Year of the War (Richmond:
Richmond Examiner, 1862), p. 191; Margaret Sanborn, Robert
E. Lee:
The Complete Man (New York:
J.B. Lippincott,
1967), p. 181.
Richmond newspapers conferred on him the
title of "Evacuating" Lee and seared him with scathing
editorials.

58 w .H. Taylor, Four Y e a r s , p. 201; Taylor,
pp. 34-35.

General L e e ,
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crisis.”

The young adjutant wrote in detail of the religious

services which were held at Camp Violet Bank, and in one
of the more revealing notes he described a Sunday when
he accompanied General Lee to church in Petersburg.

Although

Taylor enjoyed their visits to church, he was quite distres
sed over his preoccupation with protecting his chief from
an adoring populace.59
On 7 January 1863, General Lee recommended his trusted
aide be promoted to Lieutenant Colonel as:
Major Taylor has been on my staff since
July 1861 and has for the greater part of the
time performed the duties of A.A.G.
He is intell
igent, industrious, and acquainted in the discharge
of his duties, and his character irreproachable I know of no better person for the a p p o i n t m e n t . 60
Some time later, Taylor became quite indignant when
certain friends implied that this new promotion had inflated
his self-esteem.

”The idea of imagining that I was

'stuck

u p 1 as sistress would say, why I am indeed wounded and
can almost cry.”

The Colonel insisted that a Lieutenant

Colonelcy was not such an exalted position even if the
individual was at the "right hand of the greatest man of
the day.”

Furthermore, he was flattered that his old friends

59janet Taylor, Introduction to the Taylor Papers,

1964,

p. 3.
60Robert E. Lee to Confederate War Department, 7 Jan.
1863, Lee Family Papers, Washington and Lee University
Archives, Lexington, File #L5114d28, #L51C737; Taylor,
p.viii.
On 31 Jan. 1861, Taylor was elevated to major
and thus entitled to the "imposing” salary of $162 per
month.
His final promotion - to Lt. Colonel - came on
7 Oct. 1863, and raised his monthly stipend to $182.
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placed stability and humility amongst his many attractive
characteristics - "to say nothing of a fair degree of common
sense.”61
From 1 June 1862 until the end of the war, this consci
entious young Virginian with above-average intelligence
and high sense of organization performed the most valuable
tasks at Lee's headquarters.

Taylor wrote dispatches for

Lee and often carried messages in person to corps and divi
sion commanders; he greeted all persons who came to see
Lee, and he usually decided whether or not they would be
announced to the General; he attended to a host of details
on his own initiative;

and he had the sole responsibility

for preparing and submitting the monthly returns of the
Army of Northern Virginia.62

in that last capacity, Taylor,

more than any man in the Confederate armies, knew the effec
tive strength of Lee's forces in all the engagements.
These valuable statistics, along with personal reminiscences
and extracts from his wartime letters, were to lead to
Taylor's first book, Four Years with L e e .63
As adjutant general of the Army of Northern Virginia,
Taylor's duties were onerous and difficult.

How he managed

to be so popular with the rank and file of the army remains

6 ^W.H. Taylor to B.

^Taylor,

Saunders,

22 July 1864, Taylor Papers.

Four Y e a r s , p. vii.

6 ^Ibid; Edward McCrady, "Address of Colonel Edward
McCrady, Jr., before Co. A. (Greggs Regiment), First S.C.
Volunteers, at the Reunion of Williston, S.C.," Southern
Historical Society Papers. 16 (July 1888): 257.
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a mystery. Perhaps the answer was related to a burning
desire to fight, which on occasion Taylor could not con
trol. 64
On 10 May 1864 during the struggle near Spotsylvania
Courthouse, which was one of the most sanguinary battles
of the war, Grant sent Sheridan's cavalry against Stuart,
who had been hovering on Grant's flanks and reporting his
movements to Lee.

Shortly after 6 P.M., Federal infantry

smashed through Dole's brigade and threatened to turn Lee's
whole line.

Lee prepared to ride to the sector, but his

staff insisted that it was too dangerous.

Obviously deject

ed, the General muttered:

"Then you must see to it that

the ground is recovered."

In a flash Taylor was on his

horse and riding into the midst of the fighting.

He dis

mounted, seized a flag, and led a group of Confederates
in a counterattack that succeeded in stunting the Federal
advance until nightfall, when the "bluecoats" withdrew
back to their own works.65
Lee's losses in this engagement, which took place
hardly more than six miles north of Richmond, were only
about one-third of Grant's,
and Lee could not.

but Grant could replace them

Possibly the greatest casualty in this

battle was the death of J.B. Stuart.

Lee lost the man

^ T a y l o r , Four Years with L e e . James I. Robertson, ed.,
p. xi.
Robertson in his introduction cited Confederate
Veter an , 24 (1919), p. 234.
65V . Dabney,

p. 343.
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on whom he had relied to keep him informed of Union
movements.

Thus, the people of Virginia and the South

had sustained one more "shattering blow. "66
Grant, now pursuing his attrition policy to the maximum
effort, declared that:
I shall take no backward steps.
Ve can maintain
ourselves at least, and in the end beat Lee's
army, I believe.
Send to Belle Plain all the
infantry you can rake and scrape.67
Grant's casualties in the Wilderness alone came to 6 0 ,0 0 0 . 6 8
Although the Grey Fox's strategy had been brilliant,
Grant's mystifying tactics from Spotsylvania to Cold Harbor
were equally so.

The Wilderness campaign was long and

savage, and in the course of it, Grant's numerically superior
army

lost more troops that the total of Lee's entire

force.

Yet in spite of the grim toll, Grant apparently had the
correct idea - to pin Lee down and compel

him to fight

the kind of war Grant could w i n . 69
By June 1864 Grant faced the Confederates at Peters
burg, twenty miles south of Richmond,

his object being

to approach the capital from the rear

and cut its links

with the rest of the South.
burg,

In the initial attack on Peters

Grant again suffered heavy losses, after which he

^D.S.

Freeman,

3:313-14.

67y. Dabney, p. 343; W.H. Taylor to B. Saunders,
1864, Taylor Papers.
6 8 w.H. Taylor to M. Wallace,

15 May

16 May 1909, Taylor Papers.

69ibid.
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was forced to dig in for what proved to be a nine-month
siege - the longest of the

war.

70

The siege of Petersburg

provided another opportunity to demonstrate the young
colonel's courage and tenacity.
On 31 March 1865 the Federals suddenly attacked, and
obtained possession of the White Oak Road which threat
ened the flank of Lee's army.71

At this moment. Colonel

Taylor,
. . . a fine looking young man, distinguished for
his superb gallantry, rode up.
He galloped in
front and between the lines, waved his hat, and
shouted "Come ahead boys!
God bless your hearts,
I love everyone of you.
Come ahead. God bless
you all!" The scene cannot be pictured and the
enthusiasm cannot be imagined.
With one redoubled
and unceasing cheer, the line went forward and
crushed everything in its p a t h . 72
One eyewitness to this battle observed that he could
recall no more "pleasant incident in the war."

Taylor

wore a black cape and looked every inch a soldier, as he
proved himself to be.

"We trust he has a good wife and

a family of fine boys who may emulate the actions of the
father," remarked the Abbeville Medium war correspondent.
One decade later, the Norfolk Landmark, in referring to
Taylor's wartime exploit, concluded that not a few others

C a s s C a n f i e l d , The I r o n W i l l of J e f f e r s o n
F a i r f a x P r e s s , 1978), p. 106.
This b a t t l e
one of th e first us es of t r e n c h e s in warfare.

7 0l b i d ;

Davis

(New Y or k:
included

71-Taylor,

General

Le e , pp. 257-58.

7 2 " R e m i n i s c e n c e o f t h e W a r , " N o r f o l k L a n d m a r k . 16 Ju n e
T h i s a r t i c l e c i t e d "Col. W a l t e r H. T a y l o r
at G r a v e l l y R u n , " A b b e t v i l l e (S.C.) M e d i u m . 14 J u n e 1876,

1876, p. 7.

p. 3.
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could be added, but "we hesitate to mention them because
Colonel Taylor Is obstinately modest and we might wound
his sensibilities."73
The bootless, ragged Southern troops faced the painful
reality of "no food, no horses, no

reinforcement

."74

Despite

the threat of ultimate defeat, Lee managed to find time to
seek provisions to keep his men from starvation, while he
wrestled with strategic

problems.

75

Earlier in the war, the South began to experience seri
ous desertion in the

ranks.

76

the war continued,

the ne 

glected Southern farmlands caused an increase of desertions
and led to a demand for stringent measures against the offen
ders:
Labor and confinement is no punishment to a coward,
or to a man so devoid of principle as to desert.
If the deserters in any command was found to be
injurious to his comrades, then they should extend
the duration of punishment to five years hard
labor at Richmond.77

73ibid, p. 7.
74 d .S. Freeman,

4:47.

75ibid. Freeman cited Jubal A. Early, C.S.A. Autobio
graphical Sketch and Narrative of the War (Philadelphia:
Lipponcott, 1912).
V. Dabney, p. 348.
76jbid.
Freeman cited U.S. War Department, The War of
the Rebellion. Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies. Series I-IV, 128 vols. (Washington, D.C.:
Government
Printing Office, 1880-1901), part 1, 47:1077.
Paul D.
Escott, After Succession (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State
University Press, 1978), p. 127.
77c ol. Bryan Grimes, 4th North Carolina State Troops,
to W.H. Taylor, 25 April 1864, Grimes Family Papers, Duke
University Archives, Durham, N.C.
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"Unless some measures can be devised to replace our
losses," Lee sadly noted, "the consequences may be disas
trous."

The General was concerned with the natural military

results of the "enemy’s numerical superiority."78

During

the final campaign of the war, there were enough deserters
and draft dodgers in the back country of Carolina to have
doubled the numerical strength of his

f o r c e s . 79

As the war progressed towards its inevitable climax,
the Colonel admitted that shortages of food limited the
proud Confederate cavalry.

Alarmed over the lack of forage

for the animals, he wrote:

"This depends on the departments

in Richmond."

Ironically,

there was food in the Confederate

warehouses but it was difficult to procure trains to ship
the needed supplies to the front lines.80
The Federal Army's policy of "Total War," resulting
in the destruction of vast areas of Southern farmland and
confiscation of valuable livestock, was graphically expressed
in a letter to Colonel Taylor from Private James M. Holladay,
Co. D, 30tn Virginia Infantry, requesting forty-eight hours

78Henry Steele Commager, ed., Fifty Basic Civil War
Documents (Princeton:
D. Van Nostrand, 1965), pp. 149-50.
Commager cited Clifford Dowdey, ed., The Wartime Papers
of Robert E. Lee (Boston:
Little & Brown, 1961), pp. 843-44.
7 9 Ibid,

p. 150.

80 w .H. Taylor to B. Saunders, 15 Nov. 1863, Taylor
Papers.
Taylor was apparently referring to the inefficient
Confederate bureaucracy, which along with major logistical
problems contributed to the S o u t h ’s defeat.
Official
R ec ord s. 4:615-16.
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leave of absence to visit his family in Spotsylvania County.
Holladay's family consisting of eight "white females and
an infant son,” endured for two consecutive years losses
of their livestock, Negroes, crops, and literally all pro
visions.

Sheridan's army sacked his house and destroyed

papers and accounts of value and reduced his family to
a "want of bread and meat, which they find it difficult
to supply."81

This impassioned plea of solicitude for

his family, which included "four sisters deaf and partially
blind," came to Taylor's attention and leave of absence
was authorized immediately.82
The death rattle of the Confederacy had become obvious
to Taylor, although on 5 March 1865 he lamented that he
could not accept the conviction that the cause was lost;
that four precious years had been wasted and that "our
whole future is blighted ."83

Earlier,

the Colonel confessed

to the serious demise in military leadership,
the General had good lieutenants.

"I only wish

We miss Jackson and

Longstreet terribly, Poor Ewell - a cripple - is now laid
up and unable to be in the field."84

81pvt. James M. Holladay to Col. W.H. Taylor, A.A.G.,
21 Dec. 1864, Holladay Family Papers, Virginia Historical
Society, Richmond, File #H7185b4588-6663.

by

8 ^Ibid.
Leave was approved on 26 Dec 1864 and issued
Capt. B. Rawlings,
Co. D., 30th Va. Infantry.

83 w .H. Taylor to

B. Saunders, 5 Mar.

8 ^W.H. Taylor to

B. Saunders, 15 Nov.

1865, Taylor Papers.
1863, Taylor Papers.
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In desperation, Lee, who was now commander-in-chief
of all Confederate forces, urged his government to arrange
for the enlistment of 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 slaves in the army; the slaves
to be freed after the war.

This radical idea had been

discussed for some months.

From the outset of the war,

the South had employed Negroes as laborers and servants
in its armies.

The slaves had been used quite frequently

in building up Confederate fortifications.

The Richmond

Enquirer urged the plan the preceding October.85

Contrary

to this conception, the Richmond Examiner asserted:
The existence of a Negro soldier is totally incon
sistent with our political aim, and with our
social as well as political system.
We surrender
our position whenever we introduce the negro
to arms.
If a negro is fit to be a soldier,
he is not fit to be a s l a v e . 86
Nevertheless, Lee's dubious opinion of the fighting quality
of Negro troops was overshadowed by expediency; thus, in
February 1865, he declared himself for their enlistment,
coupled with a system of gradual and general emancipation.
Congress hesitated and debated long, but at last, on
13 March, the President signed a bill to bring Negroes
into the ranks, though without any pledge of emancipation,
such as Lee had considered necessary to the success of
the new policy.

Bad as the fortunes of war were going,

^ Richmond
Enquirer, 27 Oct. 1864, p. 2; Richmond Enquir
er , 2 Nov. 1864, p. 3; Frederick S. Daniel, ed., The Richmond
Examiner. During the War: or the Writing of John M Daniel
(New York:
F.S. Daniel, 1868), pp. 213-14.

8 6 Ibid,

p. 214.
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Lee undertook at once to set up a proper organization for
the Negro

troops.

87

Colonel Taylor acknowledged many ways in which the
Negroes could be made useful, and various positions "now
filled by white men" to which they could be assigned and
their masters released for service in the army.
could do duty as cooks, teamsters,

The Negroes

laborers, and in other

like occupations; and "already some were talking of making
soldiers of them, but for this," Taylor confessed,
not quite

ready.

"88

"I am

Taylor, indeed, reflected the average

Southerner's viewpoint of that day.

Finally, public senti

ment became reconciled to the enlistment of the Negroes
as soldiers, and several companies were organized, though,
"as far as is known to me, they were never put in the field
nor under fire."

Influenced by over two hundred years

of slavery in Virginia, Taylor was convinced that, individ
ually, alongside of their masters and encouraged by them,
they would have made suitable soldiers and rendered good
service.89
By the month of March 1865 the strain of four years
of war was reflected in Taylor's letters to his fiance:

S^Freeman, R.E. L e e . 4:544.
Freeman cited the Official
Records of the U.S. War Department. Part 3, 55:1012-13,
1175, 1161, Part 2, 55:1356.
While Congress argued, Virginia
acted in providing for the enrollment of Negoes, slave
and free, in the military service.
On 24 March 1865, Lee
applied for the maximum number allowable under the state
statute.
®®W.H. Taylor,

General L e e , p. 266.

89lbid, p. 267.
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Come what will, Bette, we will both be brave,
remembering the cause in which we are called
upon to make these sacrifices.
Better this,
better anything, than submission to Northern
rule!
The Colonel was concerned with the possibility of the Yankee
conquest of Richmond as he remarked,

n0h, if I can only

secure you against any annoyance from those wretches!"
In this letter of 19 March 1865, Taylor also showed his
love and devotion to his own family, who resided in Richmond
for the entire

war.

90

One week later, the young aide wrote his fiance that
the future of the war might end in disaster within a month's
time and he would attempt one great effort to return to
Richmond again.

"Indeed, Bette, these are trying times.

But sooner n' later the end must come.
Taylor,

Then," promised

"we shall be paid for all these trials.

We shall

have a home, and be spared the pain of cruel separation."91
Colonel Taylor's despair was reinforced as far greater
Union hordes converged on the dwindling Confederate Army
defending Petersburg and Richmond.

A last-ditch Confederate

attack on Fort Stedman, one of Grant's strongholds in his
line around Petersburg,

failed.

Then came the crushing

Union victory at Five Forks on 1 A p r i l .92

During this

engagement, A.P. Hill, one of the most brilliant and suc-

9 9 W.H. Taylor to B.

Saunders,

91 w .H. Taylor to B. Saunders,
Pape rs.

1 2 21

.

9 2 Taylor,

19 Mar.

1865, Taylor Papers.

23 March 1865, Taylor

pp. 270-72; Official Record s. Part 1, 46:993,
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cessful commanders in the Southern Army, was killed.

Colonel

Taylor recalled that the troops that fired on General Hill
were the skirmishers of the Federal line of battle which
now advanced.

Grant's tactics had been to extend his lines

to the west, using his superior manpower to force Lee to
stretch his own army past the breaking point.

The Confeder

ate line was so thin that it had been penetrated with little
opposition and so "little excitement," that the fact was
not known to either Lee or Hill.93
It became clear to Lee that Petersburg could not be
held any longer; therefore, he dictated to his adjutant
general a telegram for the Secretary of War, reviewing
the harsh facts and outlining his plan.

He concluded omi

nously, that all preparations be made for leaving Richmond
that night.

Taylor in his turn, probably from his rough

notes, dictated this fateful message to the telegraph opera
tor, who transmitted it directly to the War Department
in Richmond, where it was received at 10:40

A.M.

94-

Two weeks before Lee's determination to leave Richmond,
Betty Saunders received a letter from Taylor asking if
in such an event she would consent to marry him at once.
He had secured her mother's permission and thought as his

93lbid, p. 274.
Seeing the imminent danger of his ser
geant, Gen. Hill rode forward to his assistance.
When
he reached his side, the Federal troops opened fire.
Sgt.
Tucker, catching the riderless horse of his general, rode
back into Confederate lines and reported the presence of
the enemy and the slaying of Hill.
94ibid, p. 272.; Official Reco rd s. Part 3, 46:1378.
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wife,

she could pass more

"My h e a r t w a s w i t h

safely through

the South," Betty

w r o t e m y g l a d a s s e n t . "96

Hence,

the Union

explained,

l i n e s . 95

"a n d

I

o n t h e e v e of 3 A p r il

1865, w h e n a ll w a s in r e a d i n e s s fo r t h e e v a c u a t i o n of th e
Confederate
Taylor

lines under

requested

cover

permission

of t h e d a r k n e s s

of L e e

to r i d e o v er

an d to r e j o i n h i m e a r l y t h e n e x t m o r n i n g .
sister are

there,

An d B e t s y ,

Miss

tonight."

Lee replied

ever

for?"

enemy

hold a line

of h i s

he

my

desired
General

to tel l

fiance.

that

her

she was alone

to g i v e
L ee

then
"Miss

then

to R i c h m o n d

"My m o t h e r

to g et m a r r i e d

"Married,

h o m e w as

she could

promptly

w ha t

behind

in R i c h m o n d .

Bettie"

and

them good-bye.

We want

in a s t o n i s h m e n t ,

somewhere South,

the

"If we

c o m e to us ."
the

protection

gave approval

to

p l a n s . 97

The young
burg

I want

explained

an d t h a t

n ame.

Taylor's

and

Saunders,

Taylor

li ne s ,

Actually,

Sir,

of n ig h t,

Colonel

to D u n l o p ' s

and

Station,

a courier

north

galloped

from Pe t e r s 

of the Appomattox.

On

9 ^ I b i d , p. 1378; F r e e m a n , 4:49; G i l e s B. C oo k e, "W.H.
T a y l o r , A . A . G . , A r m y of N o r t h e r n V i r g i n i a :
An A p p r e c i a t i o n , "
C o n f e d e r a t e V e t e r a n , 24, 1916, pp. 234-35.
T ayl o r also
n o t i f i e d h i s b r o t h e r , M a j . R o b i n s o n T a y l o r of M a h o n e ' s
s taff, e n c a m p e d n e a r R i c h m o n d , to go at o n c e to R i c h m o n d
a nd m a k e "all t h e n e c e s s a r y a r r a n g e m e n t s for a v e r y i m p o r 
tan t e v e n t . "
9 ^ E l i z a b e t h S a u n d e r s T a y l o r , "My W e d d i n g , " N o r f o l k
L a n d m a r k . 3 M a r c h 1916, p. 4; F. M o o r e , S u r g e o n G e n e r a l ,
C . S . A . , to B e t t y S a u n d e r s , 24 N ov. 1863, A p p o i n t m e n t as
C l e r k in t h e C o n f e d e r a t e M e d i c a l B u r e a u , T a y l o r P a p e r s .
B e t t y T a y l o r l i v e d d u r i n g t h e w a r w i t h t he f a m i l y of L e w i s
C r e n s h a w in R i c h m o n d , w h e r e s h e w o r k e d in t h e C o n f e d e r a t e
M e d i c a l D e p a r t m e n t a nd C o n f e d e r a t e M i n t.
97Taylor,

p.

276; I n t e r v i e w w i t h J a n e t T a y l o r .
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the north side of the river Taylor found a locomotive and
several cars, constituting the ambulance train, designed
to carry to Richmond the last of the wounded requiring
hospital treatment.
engine.

He asked the agent if he had another

While pointing to one rapidly receding in the

direction of the Confederate capital, he replied,

"Yonder

goes the only locomotive we have besides the one attached
to this train."

Turning his horse over to the courier

who accompanied

Taylor, with directions to join him in

Richmond as soon as he could, he mounted the locomotive
in waiting, ordered the engineer to detach it from the
cars, and proceeded to overtake the engine ahead of t h e m . 98
In the meantime, Taylor had sent a special message
to his fiance in the form of
Bob Taylor.

"I

a telegram to his brother,

will be over sometime today. See Bette

and have her explain.

Make all needed preparations." 99

Betty Saunders expounded to Taylor's brother that she prom
ised to marry Walter if Richmond was to be left to the
enemy:

"This means our capital is to be evacuated.

Make

all preparations at o n c e ."100
In conjunction with pre-arranged plans,

Colonel Taylor

instructed Betty Saunders to go at once to St. Paul's Epis-

98ibid, p. 277.
99lbid, p . 277. Taylor had exposed himself to extreme
danger while attempting to transmit these vital messages.
IOO e .s . Taylor, "My Wedding," p. 4; Frederick K. Maurice,
ed., An Aide-de-Camp of Lee (Boston:
Little & Brown, 1927),
pp. 253-55.
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copal Church and ask the rector to be at the Crenshaw house
Sunday night at midnight to perform the marriage ceremony.101
Miss Saunders went to the church just before the morning
service was about to begin and met Dr. Charles Minnigerode,
the rector, on the church portico.

While she was talking

to him, President Davis arrived for Morning Prayer.

Over

hearing the conversation, Davis asked for more details.
And according to the story as is has been handed down in
the Taylor family, Miss Saunders told him that Taylor would
hardly have bothered to send a special messenger to her
if conditions did not warrant i t . 102
Davis, greatly disturbed by the news, went into the
church and took his special seat.

A few minutes later,

General Lee's official courier walked down the aisle and
whispered to the Confederate President, who arose and left
immediately.

Then other officials were summoned and all

departed as the alarm bell began to toll.

Dr. Minnigerode,

the pastor, announced that the warning bell for all women
to return at once to their homes was tolling.
some fearful trouble,

I fear.” 103

"There is

After services the future

bride hurried back to Mr. Crenshaw to find everyone "feeding
our poor, ragged, hungry" soldiers as they passed.

1 0 1 Ibid,

They

p. 4.

p. 255; George H. Tucker, Norfolk Highlights.
1584-1881 (Norfolk:
Norfolk Historical Society, 1972),
pp. 98-99.
lO^Ibid, p. 99; Interview with Janet Taylor,

31 July

1981.
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all worked antil late at night and with "sore hearts, bidding
them do their duty and come home victorious."
Betty Saunders was indeed a splendid example of the
gallant women of Richmond who served an important role
in Confederate history.104

After the battle of First Manas

sas, they threw open the doors of their homes to the refugees
and the wounded.

From all sections of the South women

arrived to fill positions in the many government departments,
to volunteer their services to the always-crowded hospitals,
or to nurse members of their own families.

These ladies

of the South strengthened the morale of their men in office
and in the

f i e l d . 1 0 5

The young bridegroom came on the last engine that
departed Petersburg that night and arrived with his family
and Dr. Minnigerode at 12:30 A.M.

They were then married

in Mrs. Crensh aw’s sitting room upstairs so that she might
be

p r e s e n t .

1^6

The Colonel remembered of the moment that

the occasion was not of great hilarity, though,

"I was

1 0 4 Ibid.

lOSgyj-kg Davis, To Appomattox:
Nine April Days, 1865
(New York:
Rinehart & Co., 1959), p. 71; Kathrine M. Jones,
Ladies of Richmond. Confederate Capital (New York:
Bobb's
Merrill, Co., 1961), p. xiv.
Aside from ministering to
the sick and dying, these ladies worked in government
offices, munitions plants, and powder mills.
They knitted
and darned, and made bandages from old sheets and from
party dresses.
The ladies discoverd ingenious substitutes
for food, and often they went hungry.
lO^E.S. Taylor, p. 4.
could not go downstairs for

Mrs. Crenshaw was ill in bed and
the ceremony.
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very happy; my eyes were the only dry ones in the
company."107

After a delicious repast the newlyweds visited

Taylor's mother and his brothers, Richard and John, who
had just been released from Northern

prisons.

108

There was universal gloom and despair at the thought
that at the next rising of the sun, the "detested" Federal
soldiers would take possession of the city and occupy its
streets.

109

Before 4:00 A.M. on 3 April, after an abbrevi

ated honeymoon, the Colonel bade farewell to all his dear
ones, and in company with his new brother-in-law, Colonel
John S. Saunders, galloped off to rejoin the army, leaving
the city by Mayo's Bridge in the glare of the fire and
within the sound of several heavy explosions.

They both

assumed that this was the final episode in the career of
the Confederate Navy, then disappearing in smoke on the
James River near R o c k e t s . H O
Shortly afterwards, all bridges that crossed the James
River and connected with Manchester on the opposite side
were in f l a m e s . H I

The most remarkable scenes, however,

occurred at the commissary depot.

1 0 7 Taylor,

p. 278.

108g.s. Taylor,
1 0 9 Taylor,

Hundreds of government

p. 4.

p. 278.

llOlbid; Thomas B. Rowland, Scrapbooks, vol. 3, 13 Nov.
1913, p. 126.
H l s a l l i e a . Putnam, In Richmond. During the Confederacy
(New York:
R.M. McBride Co., 1961), p. 366.
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wagons loaded with bacon, flour, and whiskey were driven
off in nhot haste" to join the retreating army.

About

sunrise the doors were thrown open to the people and with
a rush that seemed almost sufficient to "bear off the build
ing itself," they soon swept away all that remained of
the Confederate Commissariat of Richmond.
By two o ’clock the city was officially informed of immed
iate evacuation.

The President, his Cabinet, the archives,

and the specie of the Confederacy left the city on the Dan
ville Railroad (the only line intact that evening).
citizens also left the city.

Many

The City Council issued orders

to destroy all the liquor in the city;

also commissioners

Joseph Mayo, Judge James Lyons, and Judge J.A. Merideth were
to go as commissioners to surrender the city as soon as the
last Confederate troops had withdrawn from the lines and had
safely crossed to the south side of the river.
The army of Northern Virginia, meanwhile, was in its
death a g o n y . L e e ’s last hope was for collaboration with
Johnsto n’s forces in North Carolina, as he intended to go
to Danville and turn to his advantape the good line for re
sistance offered by the Dan and Staunton Rivers.

The activ

ity of the Federal Cavalry and the shortage of supplies com-

H 2 j u n a Cuthbert Pollard, Ri c h m o n d ’s Story (Richmond:
Richmond Public Schools, 1954), p. 196.
H ^ I b i d ; v. Dabney, p. 353.
They carried a piece of
wallpaper, on the unflowered side of which they set forth
their formal request to the Federals to take possession,
put out the fire, and restore order.
1 1 4 Ibid,

p. 151.
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pelled a different course.

Thus, the retreat continued up

the South Side Railroad toward Lynchburg.
Despite the overwhelming superiority of the Union Army
and their huge resources, Lee managed to check their pursuit
from time to time, and to continue his retreat for seven days
until on the morning of 9 April, the enemy confronted them
in the neighborhood of Appomattox Courthouse.

Taylor's close

friend and colleague on General Lee's staff, Major Giles 6 .
Cooke remembered that:
As soon as General Grant found out through
his skirmishers that General Lee had evacuated
Petersburg, he took possession of the city and
started in pursuit of our army, which was six or
eight hours ahead on its retreat.
Because of the
failure of the authorities at Richmond to meet us
at Amelia Court House with rations for our army,
we spent nearly a day in the neighborhood gathering
something to eat for our m e n . H ^
Meanwhile, Taylor had ridden ahead with Lee, leaving
the headquarter's wagons behind.

Owing to frequent raids

by Union cavalry on the slowly moving wagon train, the young
adjutant placed all headquarter's records in a small chest
and ordered the guards to destroy them should the danger
arise of their falling into Federal hands.

On 6 April a Fed

eral force attacked the caravan near the headquarters wagon;
nervous guards burned the chest and its contents.
complained after the war that this action

Taylor

was a precaution

quite unnecessary and occasioning "irreparable l o s s . " H 6

H ^ G i i e s B. Cooke, "Just Before and After Lee Surrendered
to Grant," Houston Chron icle, 8 Oct. 1922, pp. 1-8.
H ^ W . H . Taylor,
Ye ar s, pp. 151-52.

General L e e , pp.

280-81; Taylor, Four
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Earlier, Colonel Taylor had become separated from his
commander and did not rejoin him until the morning of 9
April.

After making his report the General said to Taylor,

"Well, Colonel, what are we to do?"

In reply, Taylor expres

sed fear that it would be necessary to abandon the wagon
trains which had already created such great inconvenience.
Relieved of this burden, the army could "make good its
escape."

"Yes," replied the General, "perhaps we could, but

I have had a conference with these gentlemen around me, and
they agreed that the time has come for capitulation." "Well,
Sir, I can only speak for myself," stated Taylor,
other fate is preferable."

"to me any

"Such is my individual way of

thinking," interrupted the General.

"However," Taylor immedi

ately added, "of course, General, it is different with
you.

You have to think of these brave men and decide not

only for yourself, but for them."
Lee responded that it would be useless and therefore
cruel to provoke the further waste of blood, and he arranged
to meet General Grant with a view to surrender and asked Tay
lor to accompany him.

Later the General, escorted by

nels Marshall and Taylor,

Colo

started back in the direction from

which they had originally come,

to meet Grant as had been

agreed.I * 7
On such a painful mission as he was now about to begin,
Lee naturally would be accompanied by his adjutant general
and by his military secretary,

but Colonel Taylor had no

H 7 Ibid, p. 153.
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heart for being present at a surrender.

He begged off on

the ground that he had ridden twice through the lines that
morning.118

Lee excused him with his usual consideration

for the feelings of others.

In the company of Marshall, Bab

cock, and Tucker, the daring orderly, Lee started up the road
and beyond the thin and silent line of battle on the hill
side. 119
"General Lee rightly divined that there would be far
greater reason to hope for real peace," Taylor asserted,
and the restoration of good feeling between the
two sections of the country, under the conditions
likely to be agreed upon between the two commanders
of the armies in the field, who had learned to re
spect each other, than could be hoped for if the
terms of a restoration of the Union were left to
the determination of the politicians of the success
ful side.120
"As far as we could learn from General Marshall considering
the disagreeable nature of the business," remarked Major
Giles Cooke,

"nothing happened during the interview to humil

iate General Lee or even to wound his feelings."121 Although

H ® I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor, 31 July 1981.
Col. Taylor
shrank from this painful moment:
"While I could not then, and cannot now, justify my
conduct, I availed myself of the excuse of having
taken two rides through our lines and to those of
the enemy, and did not accompany my chief in this
trying ordeal."
Janet Taylor revealed that her grandfather was afraid to
show his emotions at the surrender ceremony:
"We (Taylor
family) are all very emotional people - We weep at the drop
of a hat!"
H9

f

. Maurice,

ed., pp. 262-63.

120Taylor, General L e e , p. 291.
12lGiles B. Cooke,

p. 6.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

71
General Lee asked several times for the terms of surrender.
General Grant avoided the question by talking about old army
friends and other affairs.

Finally, Grant handed a paper

to Lee with a request to read it and tell him whether the
terms suited him.

General Lee agreed to the conditions but

added one more appeal:
I should like an exception to be made as to the
men's horses so that when they return to their
homes they would be able to put in spring crops,
and also the officer's side arms.
Before leaving, Grant asked Lee
eat.

if his men had anything

to

Lee informed him that his troops had nothing to eat

for two or three days.

Grant then directed Sheridan to issue

as many rations to Lee's men as they

needed.

122

In retrospect, the Grey Fox noted in his final official
report to the Confederate government:
If we could have forced our way one day longer,
it would have been at a great sacrifice of life,
and at its end I did not see how a surrender could
have been avoided.
Lee pointed out that the troops had no subsistence for man
or horse, and it could not be gathered in the country.

The

supplies ordered to Pamplin's Station from Lynchburg were
not able to reach the battered troops,

thus the Confederates,

deprived of food and sleep for many days, were worn out and
exhausted.123

l22Ibid, pp. 6-7.
l2 3lbid, p. 6; Arthur Charles Cole, The Irreppressible
Conflic t. 12 vols, 8:388.
Cole cited Randolph Abbott
Shotwell Papers (J.G. Hamilton, ed., Raleigh, 1929-1931),
1, no. 468.
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When word spread that surrender had been finalized, hard
ened but exhausted Southern soldiers wept openly.

Lee's

usual self-control failed him, too, as he rode back to his
headquarters.
to

Officers and men pressed about him, trying

touch their beloved commander or his

voice trembled

and his eyes filled with

horse.

His deep

tears as he told them

over and over to go home, plant their crops, and obey the
law.124
On the next day General Lee issued General Order No. 9,
the farewell address to his army:
After four years of arduous service marked
by unsurpassed courage and fortitude, the Army of
Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to
overwhelming numbers and resources.
I need not
tell the survivors of so many hard-fought battles
who have remained steadfast to the
last that I have
consented to this result from no distrust of them;
but feeling that valor and devotion could accom
plish nothing that would compensate for the loss
that must have attended the continuance of the con
test, I determined to avoid the useless sacrifice
of those whose past service have endeared them to
their countrymen.
By the terms of the agreement,
officers and men can return to their homes and re
main until exchanged.
You may take with you the
satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness
of duty faithfully performed, and I earnestly pray
that a merciful God will extend to you His blessing
and protection.
With an unceasing admiration of
your constancy and devotion to your country, and
a grateful remembrance of your kind and generous

124Ibid, pp. 291-92; Taylor, Four yea rs , pp. 151-53; Burke
Davis, The Civil War:
Strange and Fascinating Facts (New
York:
Fairfax Press, 1982), p. 209.
On the morning of
Appomattox, Lee had at least a passing thought of suicide.
He said within hearing of his staff:
"How easily I could be rid of this, and be at rest.
I have only to ride along the line and all will be
o v er ."
But in the next breath he spoke of the people of the South,
their bleak future, and the need to help their recovery.
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consideration of myself, I bid you all an affec
tionate farewell.125
Thus,

"Attrition had done its work," wrote Taylor; the

career of the Army of Northern Virginia was closed and its
banners furled; but the record of its achievements "glows
with undiminished splendor and constrains the admiration of
the world. "126
With the disbanding of the Confederate Army, all staff
officers said farewell to General Lee except Taylor, who rode
with him back to Richmond and posed on the back porch of the
Lee house on Franklin Street for the famous Brady photograph
with Lee and son

Curtis.

127

Taylor and his bride of two

weeks borrowed General Lee's ambulance and mules and began
their wedding tour to Goochland.

"We spent a happy month

in the country with our relations and came to Norfolk in
June, where we started life anew," wrote the new bride,
. . . poor but proud, for though our men were
paroled, our ladies owed no allegiance to the
Federal government.
They fought with their tongues
and will do until they die .12°

l25Ibid, p. 293.
April 1865.

The f amous message was declared on 10

126ibid, p. 292.
127jbid, p. viii; E.S. Taylor,
128jbid,

p. 4.

p. 4; Interview with Janet Taylor, 31 July 1981.
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CHAPTER III
RECONSTRUCTION AND RENAISSANCE OF NORFOLK

In the despair that clutched most of Virginia after
the war, it was hardly surprising that many white citizens
remained "unreconstructed.”!

An extreme example was the

secessionist fanatic, Edward Ruffin, who upon hearing of
the South's surrender, shot himself immediately after commit
ting to paper his "unmitigated hatred . . .

of the perfid

ious, malignant and vile Yankee r a c e . "2
However, there existed voices of reason in this troubled
land.

The pro-Andrew Johnson Norfolk Post insisted that:
Our Southern contemporaries appear determined
to pursue a course calculated to drive every
conservative Union man of the Border states into
the ranks of the radicals.
They forgot that,
if it had not been for the conservatism of Abraham
Lincoln and Andrew Johnson every single dollar
of their estates would have been confiscated
long since, and that instead of losing negroes
only, they would have lost everything else.^
Regardless of personal opinion,

there is no question

that the war left Virginia prostrate.

City:

!Virginius Dabney, Virginia:
Doubleday, 1976), p. 356.

Few would deny that

The New Dominion (Garden

^Avery Craven, Edmund Ruffin, Southerner (New York:
D. Appleton & Co., 1932), p. 259.
^Norfolk P o s t , 13 Dec. 1865, p. 2.
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it would require generations for the Commonwealth to recover
from the effects of the strife and paralysis of its merchants
and farmers, as well as the consequent starvation of the
people.

In spite of these hard conditions, the populace

refused to complain.

They accepted their situation with

fortitude and dignity and refrained from giving public
expression of indignation or from nursing old grudges.4
Although Norfolk was spared the horrors of warfare that
beset other sections of the state, her commerce was almost
nonexistent, her tributary railways broken, her finances
deranged, her streets and buildings out of repair, and
her citizens impoverished.5
In addition to these major problems, Colonel Taylor
and his fellow Virginians faced a significant change in
the political and social order.

The emancipation of the

slaves set in motion various post-war reforms which resulted
in the Reconstruction Acts of 1867.

These new laws stipu

lated, among other things, that each of the former states
of the Confederacy would remain under Federal military
rule until a popularly elected convention drew up a state
constitution acceptable to Congress.

Furthermore, blacks

were to be given the right to vote for delegates to the
conventions and to be delegates themselves, and no state

York:

^Sara Agnes Pryor, Reminiscences of Peace and War (New
MacMillan, 1905), p. 412.

^Joseph E. Shank, "Shank's Raw Materials," Vol. 2
(Norfolk:
Virginian-Pilot & Ledger Star, 1967) p. 72;
H.W. Burton, History of Norfolk (Norfolk:
Norfolk Virgin
ian, 1877), pp. 96-97.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

76
constitution which failed to provide for black suffrage
would be agreeable to Congress.6

While the state's Consti

tutional Convention was still in session, civil government
was partially aborted and many offices consisted of military
appointees.

Those who refused the Oath of Allegiance were

removed from office.

Those who could take the oath, includ

ing many Northerners,

stayed in office.7

It should be

noted that these men were not mere political adventurers
seeking personal gain and plunder.
not native Virginians,

Most of them, though

had made Norfolk their permanent

home, held real estate there, and were deeply interested
in its advancements.8
This was fortunate indeed, for there was urgent need
of energy, foresight, and wisdom.

The city treasury was

empty, a debt of nearly two million dollars hung over the
people,

taxes were high, the police were inefficient, and

there were no water works.
were

Although,

in power, it was impossible

to rectify all

the evils.

by Walter Taylor,

for

in the two years they
the military appointees

These officials, ably assisted

gave the city an efficient administration

and earned the gratitude of the local populace.9
Unlike some of their fellow Virginians,

the people of

Norfolk accepted the war's verdict in good faith and were

6 Ibid, p.

72.

7 I bi d, p.

96.

^Norfolk J o ur n al . 4 Jan.
^H.W. Burton,

1867, p. 2

p. 96.
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willing and happy to be rid of slavery.

However, the bitter

ness occasioned by the unnecessary cruelties of the three
years of Federal occupation died out slowly.10
Respected Southerners such as Taylor's former commander,
Robert E. Lee, advised all his old officers and men to
submit to the authority of the land and to remain at home,
now that their native states needed them more than ever.
I am sorry to hear that our returned soldiers
cannot obtain employment.
Tell them they must
all set to work, and if they cannot do what they
prefer, do what they can.
Virginia wants all
their aid, all their support, and the presence
of all her sons to sustain and recuperate her.
They must therefore put themselves in a position
to take part in her government, and not be deterred
by obstacles in their way.
There is much to
be done which they only can do.11While many of Norfolk's brave sons settled down to
hard work upon returning to their homes, others like Colonel
Taylor,

left the state to seek employment elsewhere.

Taylor

travelled to Baltimore only to discover that the public
institutions, as in Norfolk, stood in dread of the Federal
authorities.

It appeared that he was too well known as

a rebel and feared that he would be compelled to migrate
to New York City, where he was told that a man's Southern
proclivities were rather in his

f a v o r .

12

l^Thomas J. Wertenbaker, Norfolk:
Historic Southern
Port (Durham:
Duke University Press, 1962), pi 231.
^ R o b e r t E. Lee, ed., Recollections and Letters of General
Lee (Garden City:
Garden City Publishing Co., 1926), p. 162.
l^v/alter H. Taylor to Betty S. Taylor,
Taylor Papers.

21 July 1865,
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Despite the young Colonel's difficulties, he managed
to find time to recover the confiscated home of his motherin-law.

However, Taylor was somewhat fearful that he would

prejudice her claims if he took any action at all and hesi
tated about appearing in this matter.13
In his next letter the former aide to Lee continued
his description of searching for a new career with the
realization that:
My fame (?) has followed me - even to Baltimore:
Here, as in from Norfolk, the public institutions
pay great regard to the sentiments and good opin
ions of the powers that be.
The Colonel discovered many kind friends who interested
themselves in his behalf.

Nevertheless,

the banks were

afraid to offend the "gallant conquerers" by placing in posi
tion so "deeply dyed a rebel as your old man," wrote Taylor.
If he failed in his efforts, Taylor promised to rejoin his
"little darling" and try something else.

The young Colonel

also vowed to locate a ginger cake for his adoring wife:
"You shall have some if they can be had in the c i t y . " ^
Fortunately, it was advantageous to the city of Norfolk
that the Colonel was not successful in locating a position

l^Ibid; E.S. Parker to Walter H. Taylor, 21 Oct. 1965,
Lee Family Papers, Virginia Historical Society, Richmond,
File #L5114d28, #L51C737.
After returning to Norfolk,
Taylor took steps in the eventual return of the confiscated
property to Mrs. Martha Selden Saunders.
Col. E.S. Parker,
military secretary to General Grant, advised Taylor that
the "property in question is now in the hands of the Freed
man's Bureau, to whom, application must be made."
l^Walter H. Taylor to Betty Saunders Taylor,
1865, Taylor Papers.

22 July
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elsewhere and thus returned to his native town.

After

coming back to Norfolk, Walter Taylor resumed his peacetime
ambitions and embarked upon the beginning of a life-long
successful career in the business community.

He first

ventured into the hardware industry as a member of the
firm of Taylor, Martin and Company.15

By 1881 this evolved

into the Taylor, Elliot and Watters Company, whose warehouse
stood prominently at the corner of Main Street and Market
Square.

”When our people were just returning to their

mercantile vocations in 1865,” noted Carey W. Jones,
. . . and all branches of trade were
ized state, this 'house* entered the
its success may be inferred from the
is the largest and foremost hardware
here, and equally as large as any in

in a demoral
field, and
fact, that it
establishment
the state.16

During this period of economic revival Taylor received
numerous offers of employment from insurance companies,
including even a proposal from his old school, Virginia
Military Institute,

to assume the role of school treasurer.1?

l^Norfolk Virginian, 16 Dec.
tory . 1866.

1865, p. 1; Norfolk Direc

l^Carey W. Jones, Norfolk as a Business Centre (Norfolk:
Virginian Presses, 1881), p. 177; Taylor-Parker Company,
”100th Anniversary, formal Opening-Showroom-Warehouses
and Offices,” Taylor Papers, 21 April 1965.
Eventually
Taylor sold the business, then known as W.H. Taylor Co.,
in 1913 to Eugene L. Parker; it was renamed as the TaylorParker Co.
By 1965, the net worth exceeded two million
dollars and the corporation had become one of the leading
industrial distributors in Virginia and the mid-Atlantic
states.
l^Walter H. Taylor to Francis H. Smith, 29 Aug. 1865,
Taylor Papers, V.M.I. Archives, Lexington; George H. Fitzwilson to Walter H. Taylor, 5 Aug. 1865, Taylor Papers;
Montague Bros, to Walter H. Taylor, 29 Aug. 1865, Taylor
P ap er s.
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But by then, Taylor had made other arrangements In the
business world.
development,

At this particular stage in Norfolk's

the Colonel and his fellow veterans went to

work with a determination to rebuild their shattered fortunes
and to make Norfolk more prominent than it had ever been
before to the commerce of the

country.

18

The resumption of railway and canal connections had
a magical effect on the old seaport's morale and led to
an improvement in commerce.

The restored railroads brought

in key products such as cotton, corn,

peanuts,

potatoes,

flour, tobacco, wheat, and lumber.19

But it was "King

Cotton" that caused excitement on the wharves of Norfolk.
The Norfolk Virginian declared:
Cotton is coming in so fast from the interior
that our merchants find great difficulty in sending
it forward.
The demand has been so great upon
the New York steamers that they have advanced
their freights from seventy-five cents to $1.75
per bale.20
In addition to his extensive business activities,
the Colonel entered the political arena as well by ably
serving in the Common Council in 1866 and 1867.

His finan

cially oriented mind aided the nearly bankrupt city

l®William H, Stewart, History of Norfolk County, Virginia
and Representative Citizens (Chicago:
Biographical Publish
ing Co., 1902), p. 345.
l^Norfolk Vir gi ni an , 20 Nov.
ian . 19 Feb. 1866, p. 2.

1865, p. 2; Norfolk Virgin

20u.S. Department of Interior, Final Report, 10th Census,
1880. Vol. 19. Norfolk. Va. Historical Sketch. Statistics,
e t c .. pp. 65-70.
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Immeasurably.21

In this capacity Taylor faced one of the

supreme challenges of his lifetime, restoring his munici
pality to a stable fiscal situation.

"Sadly reduced, was

the people’s taxpaying capacity by the abolition of slavery
and of the

’Confederate debt,'1’ said the Commercial and

Financial Ch ronicle, nearly the whole of the accumulated
and available capital of the South was practically annihi
lated.22

of the rest, that which had been invested directly

in the public works brought little return or none, and
that which had been invested in state bonds, perhaps the
greater part of the whole debt, was shrunk two-thirds in
market value.23
Colonel Taylor and his associates were confronted
with many problems.
a new water supply.24

One in particular was the need for
jn October 1865 the voters, by a

three to one ratio, authorized the loan of $500,000 for
a city water system.

The source of the water was still

not determined and the c i t y ’s status in the money market
was low.25

Although Norfolk required funding for major

2 l N o r f o l k , City of, Common C o u n c i l Record, No. 9,
3 July 1866 - 17 July 1866.
Taylor was appointed to the
Committee of Finance on 3 July 1866.
2 2 c h a r l e s C. P e a r s o n , The R e a d j u s t e r M o v e m e n t in V i r g i n i a
(Gloucester?
P e t e r S m i t h , 1969), p. 7.
Pearson cites
The New York C o m m e r c i a l a n d F i n a n c i a l C h r o n i c l e . 18 Ja n 1868.
23ibid,

p. 7.

2 ^ N o r f o l k P o s t . 13 Oct.

1865, p. 2.

2 5 j b i d , p. 2; L. C h a m b e r s a n d J.E. S h an k , S a l t W a t e r
& P r i n t e r s I n k ( C h a p e l H il l:
U n i v e r s i t y of North C a r o l i n a
P r e s s , 1967), p. 67.
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projects badly, it was unable to borrow the money.
Therefore, it resumed the old system of drinking water
from wells and

cisterns.

26

Some years later when Norfolk was once again in finan
cial difficulty, good fortune smiled on the old seaport
as Taylor saved the situation by reforming the finances,
establishing a sinking fund and making it possible to liqui
date the

debt.

27

Taylor became Chairman of the Board of

the Sinking Fund Commission from its inception in 1881
and resigned in 1911.28
credit of his beloved

He was determined to improve the

city.

29

The Finance Committee recommended the issue of bonds
bearing five percent to redeem a series of bonds about
to mature, and Marshall Parks of the Common Council was
sent to New York while W.A. Graves of the other branch
went to Baltimore to place the bonds.

They reported on

their return that the bonds could not be marketed at par,
principally because Norfolk had no sinking

fund.

30

"This

fact and the inadvisability of increasing the taxes made
the situation one of great interest,” asserted the Norfolk

26iijid, 26 June 1868, p. 2; H.W. Burton, p. 131.
27Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, 26 June 1940, p. 2.
28"Colonel W alter Taylor,
P o r t s m o u t h S t a r . 3 M a r c h 1916,

Lee'sAdjutant
p. 1, 6.

is D e a d , ”

29" a Bit of Local History
Ledger-Dispatch, 11 July 1911,

- The Sinking Fund,”Norfolk
p. 4.

30Ibid, p. 4.
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Ledger-Dispatch.

Norfolk's city government concluded that

there was only one sound and "sane method" of building
up sinking funds, and that was to do so on an actuarial
basis.

The city fathers followed the theory by which insur

ance risks are estimated, and the premiums adjusted.

Taylor

and his associates projected the principle that such an
amount should be paid into .t-he sinking fund each year and
not only distribute the burden over the duration of the
bond's lifetime for which the sinking funds were established,
but be such that at maturity of the bonds the sinking funds
would contain an amount comprised of the annual installments
plus the annual increment - sufficient to pay the bonds.31
Thus the success of the sinking fund reflected not
increased taxes but decreased interest and resulted in
a surplus of one million dollars by 1911.

The Ledger-Dis

patch announced with pride that "the sinking fund strength
ened the credit of the city and that her bonds now sell
at par on a still smaller rate of interest.
Although the Colonel was proud of his public devotion
to the community after having rendered uninterrupted service
in this capacity for thirty years, he strongly felt that
he was justified in resigning his position.33

No rf olk ’s

SlThe Bureau of Municipal Research, Report On a Survey
of the City Government, 2 vols. (New York:
Bureau of Muni
cipal Research, September - December, 1915), 2:87-88.
32Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch. 11 July 1911, p. 4.
^ Norfolk La ndm ark , 29 June 1911, p. 3; Norfolk, City
of, Common Council Record, No. 24, p. 74, 27 June 1911;
p. 76, 28 June 1911.
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most respected citizen would not withdraw his resignation
despite protests from the Board of Aldermen.

"As a member

of the Council of the Finance Committee," declared Judge
Wilcox,

"and as a citizen, it would prove a severe loss

to the city to lose the services of Colonel Taylor."34
Occupied as the Colonel was in his varied affairs,
public and private, he still managed to find time for a brief
but productive career in the Virginia Legislature.

The vote

in the 1869 election was the largest that had ever been cast
in the history of the

Comm o n w e a l t h

.35

Candidate Taylor

joined an unusual coalition of Confederate Democrats, exWhigs, a few Negroes, and moderate Republicans to form the
Conservative faction, which defeated the radical Republi
cans.

This new political force faced numerous and complex

problems which included
. . . a new and cumbersome government, the provis
ion for an expensive public school system, a large
public debt, and other new and fearful obstacles social, political and r a c i a l . 56
Prior to the election, Colonel Taylor was nominated by
acclamation - unamiously by the Norfolk City and Princess
Anne

County Conservative

C o n v e n t i o n . 37

"v/e

to see that the good people of Norfolk City

are very glad
and Princess Anne

34 Ibid, p. 3.
35xhe Richmond D is pa tc h, 5 July 1869, p. 2.
36Richard L. Morton, The Negro in Virginia Politics,
1865-1902 (Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press,
1919), p. 78.
57 h .W. Burton,

p. 127.
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County, forming the Twentieth Senatorial District," reported
the Richmond Enquirer on 25 June 1869,
have nominated Colonel Walter H. Taylor as the con
servative candidate for the Senate of Virginia.
We have known Colonel Taylor form boyhood almost,
and we know of no compliment too high to pay him
on the score of character and moral worth.
Inti
mately associated with General Lee as a member of
his military family during the war, Colonel Taylor
is a truly representative man of the class of young
Virginians into whose hands the destiny of the old
Commonwealth is to pass as our fathers pass away,
and the people of Norfolk and Princess Anne County
have honored themselves in selecting him as their
standard-bearer.38
On 5 July the young candidate made a speech which fully
sustained his reputation as a gallant soldier.

"No man who

had the pleasure of being his auditor will disagree with this
opinion," observed the Norfolk J o ur na l. "It was really a gem
of practical wisdom and was loudly applauded. He will receive
a large vote in this

county.

"39

This highly controversial election focused on the
radical Underwood Constitution.

The sections of the new

constitution which most most distressed Virginia's tradi
tional leaders provided for adult suffrage,

including

Negroes, along with articles which would have denied the
right to vote or to hold office to anyone who had assisted
the Confederate cause during the war.

It was apparent

to all that such provisions would place Virginia in the

38Norfolk Journal. 25 June 1869, p. 2, citing the Richmond
Enquirer^ 25 June 1869, p. 2.
39ibid,

6 July 1869, p. 2.
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control of the Negroes, a small proportion of native whites,
and the carpetbaggers who had come to the state.40
In this tense situation which threatened the basic
structure of ante-bellum Virginia, a group of the Old Domin
ion's leaders headed by Alexander H. Stuart offered a com
promise. 41

They would make no objection to Negro suffrage

if the disfranchisement and test-oath clauses in the Under
wood constitution could be voted on separately from the
main body of that document.

The proposal was violently

opposed by some white Virginians who were unable to bring
themselves to accept unlimited Negro suffrage, and even
regarded the proposal as treason.

However, Stuart and

his committee went ahead, and they gained the approval
of President-elect Grant.

He commended the compromise

to Congress, which accepted it.^2
It was also clear by 1869 that party lines were solid
ifying around the contending railroad interests.^3

The radi

cal Republicans directed by General Henry H. Wells, the

^ A l l e n W. Moger, Virginia:
Bourbonism to Byrd. 1870-1925
(Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press, 1968),
p. 7; Nelson M. Blake, William Mahone of Virginia (Richmond:
Garrett & Massie, 1935), p. 98.
Hamilton Enkenrode, The Political History of Virginia
During the Reconstruction. P.H.D. (Baltimore:
John Hopkins,
1905), pp. 102-3.
^ G e o r g e Rye to William Mahone, 3 March 1869, and J.C.
Taylor to William Mahone, 18 March 1869, William Mahone
Papers, University of Virginia Library & Archives, Charlottes
ville.
^ i b i d ; Raymond H. Pully, Old Virginia Restored (Char
lottesville:
University of Virginia Press, 1968), p. 28.
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former military governor of Virginia, became identified with
the Pennsylvania Railroad.

Mahone's Atlantic, Mississippi

and Ohio, on the other hand, won the support of Conservatives
and the moderate Republican wing headed by Gilbert C.
Walker.44

Hence, the redemption of Virginia was thus inex

tricably tied to the struggle for railroad supremacy in the
state.45

General Mahone played a major role in the creation

of the compromise which propelled the Old Dominion back into
the Union and he was clearly "the life and soul" of the
Walker Party that won the state in 1869.4^

Under the Machia

vellian manipulations of Mahone, who shifted parties and back
ed anyone who favored his interests, a combination of Demo
crats and dissatisfied Republicans achieved both home rule
for Virginia and triumph for Mahone's Southside Railroad.47
In the election of 6 July Taylor's conservative coali
tion scored an impressive victory and obtained control of
both houses of the General Assembly.48

Finally, on 6 January

44Ibid, p. 28.
45Ibid, p. 28.
^ G i l b e r t C. Walker to William Mahone, 31 March 1868,
Mahone Papers, University of Virginia Library, Charlottes
ville; L.Q. Washington to R.M.T. Hunter, Hunter Papers,
University of Virginia Library.
47I b i d ; A very Craven, Reconstruction:
The Ending of the
Civil War (New York:
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1969),
p. 255.
In the Walker-Wells contest of 1869 both parties
were guilty of wholesale fraud and corruption.
^ Norfolk J o u rn al . 9 July 1869, p. 1. Although Walker
won over Wells by a vote of 119,535 to 101,204, Walter
Taylor just barely achieved victory by 61 votes over Crott
(2,004 against 1,943) but crushed the other candidate,
Hodges, by 1,880 votes.
H.W. Burton, p. 127.
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1870, Virginia's statehood was restored and Reconstruction
officially came to an end.49
The Colonel immediately became involved in the turbulent
battle of railroad consolidation.
of legislation of that period,

The most important piece

so far as Norfolk was con

cerned, was the consolidation of the Norfolk and Petersburg,
Southside, and Virginia and Tennessee railroads, making
the present trunk line from Norfolk to

Bristol.

50

Taylor,

named Chairman of the potent Senate Committee on Roads
and Internal Navigation,

championed General Mahone's plan

for consolidation in the Senate.51
Despite a bitter political fight by anti-Mahone fac
tions,

52 consolidation of the three roads came in 1870

after a three-year battle in the General Assembly against
opposition by Richmond and Alexandria

interests.

headed by Mahone and the indomitable Taylor,

53

Spear

the adherents

of consolidation played on the fear that the roads might
otherwise fall into the hands of John W. Garrett, the aggres-

49Ibid,

26 Jan.

1870, p. 1.

59Lyon G. Tyler, Men of Mark in Virginia (Washington:
Men of Mark Publishing Co., 1908), p. 386.
5 1 l b i d , p. 386; Virginia, Journal of the Senate of the
State of Virginia, 1870-1871 (Richmond:
James E. Goode,
1870), pp. 90-91.

52 h .W. Burton, p. 132.
5 3 j o s e p h T. Lambie, From Mine to Market (New York:
N.Y.U. Press, 1954), p. 5; Norfolk J ou rn al . 9 June 1870,
p. 2.
Finally in June 1870 an act was passed authorizing
the formation of the Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio Rail
road .
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sive head of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad which already
controlled the Orange,

Alexandria and Manassas Railroad

between Alexandria and Lynchburg, and who was building
a railroad in the Shenandoah Valley,54
The young Senator pointed out that this crucial bill
had been postponed under the plea of the precedence of
general legislation, and yet the Senate had taken up, con
sidered, and passed statutes which were insignificant com
pared with this particular one.

In fact, this bill had

been twice deferred out of "deference to certain Senators
who oppose it," protested Taylor.

"It is so evident that

they do not wish it to be heard upon its merits," insisted
Taylor,

"that I think we owe them nothing."55

When the Richmond Whig questioned the integrity of
the General Assembly and specified that the best interests
of the Commonwealth had been "bartered for foreign gold,"56
Taylor, angrily refuting these charges,
investigation should be instituted.

insisted that an

"Having discovered

this, it would ill become me to try and stop it," argued
the young Senator.

Taylor was opposed to the Senate taking

any notice of these critical articles.

"Are we here to

5^"Letter from General Mahone to Richmond Whig In Defense
of its Policy," Richmond W h i g . 20 April 1870, p. 2; Richmond
W h i g . 24 May 1870, p. 2.
55Ibid, p. 2.
56ibid, p. 2; Lexington Virginia Gazette. 17 June 1870,
p. 2.
The Senate appointed a committee for an investigation,
but it took no action.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

90
stop oar important legislation to every newspaper article
impugning the motives of the Senate?”

The yoang Legislator,

convinced that the General Assembly should not be intimidated
by the news media in spite of the W h i g ^ inflammatory article
on the alleged corruption in the Senate, felt that the
proper way to treat it would be to ignore it.

Furthermore,

the appointment of an investigating committee would look
as if there were some ground for the charges.

He pointed

out that five days had elapsed since the publication of
the article, and it had not occurred to anyone until then
to bring the matter up.

Taylor was opposed to any investi

gation that was stimulated by the pressure of the press.57
The Richmond Whig managed to overlook their crusade
against corruption in the Senate by reminding its readers
about the importance of the consolidation of the railroads:
The success of consolidation prevents Baltimore
from aggrandizing the trade of the Mississippi
Valley and divides it among the Virginia cities.
Now is the time for Richmond, Petersburg, Lynch
burg, Norfolk, and all other cities in Virginia
to give up unworthy rivalry, and work for each
other as a band of b r o t h e r s . 58
When Norfolk received the good news the people became
jubilant, and in the afternoon handbills were circulated
noting that there would be a grand mass meeting of the popu
lace at City Hall for the purpose of stating their approval.
In the evening a salute of 111 guns (one for every vote in

57Ibid, 9 June 1870, p. 2.
58Ibid, p. 2.
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the Senate and House for the bill) was fired and at night
the streets were illuminated by flaming tar barrels.59
Colonel J.tf. Hinton, a prominent Conservative, acknow
ledged that Norfolk owed a debt of gratitude to the men who
accomplished this legislation.

He singled out the leaders

of this movement that would result in making "Norfolk the
Pilot City."
To Walter H. Taylor and Henry M. Bowden and General
Mahone, we owe a great debt of gratitude, and it
is proper on an occasion such as this to r e j o i c e . 60
Later, in 1873, Edward King, the noted journalist, obser
ved that the trains of the Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio
Railroad discharged their precious freight of cotton and
grain directly upon wharves at the steamer's sides and the
"unusual" facilities were yearly increased and improved.
The people of Norfolk fully appreciated the prosperous
effects of the consolidation policy.61
The General Assembly of 1870-1871 passed two other nota
ble bills.

One provided for the sale at a sacrifice of the

Commonwealth's interest in her railroads, and the other was
the famous Funding Act of March 1871.

This crucial legisla

tion was procured by an "unholy" combination of bankers, bro
kers, speculators, and railroads - aided by a few dedicated

59 h .W. Burton,

p. 135; Norfolk Virginian. 9 June 1870,

p. 2.
6QRichmond W h i g . 10 June 1870, p. 3.
6lEdward King, The Great Sou th . W. Magruder Drake and
Robert R. Jones, ed. (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State Univer
sity
Press, 1972), pp. 589-91.
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men such as Walter Taylor, who were Influenced by a desire
to protect what they believed to be the essential credit
and "unsullied" honor of the state.62
At the conclusion of the session, the Colonel decided
not to run for re-election to the legislature,

even though

his party had strengthened its power in the General Assem
bly.

Following the campaign of 1873 the Conservatives solid

ified their control over the legislature,
being 89 on a joint

ballot.

63

their majority

Taylor's primary obligations

now were to remain with his family and business, both of
which he reluctantly neglected while serving in the Senate.64
The Colonel also faced the troubles created by the Panic
of 1873.

Just as the South was regaining command of its

local affairs after the hardships of political Reconstruc
tion, economic collapse threatened to hamper its

recovery.

65

Although the local effects of the panic were felt severely
for several years,

it is to Norfolk's credit that the finan

cial storms of the 1870's were weathered in good shape, and

62Allen W. Moger, "The Origin of the Democratic Machine
in Virginia," Journal of Southern History (May 1942), Vol. 8,
no. 2, p. 184.
During the next few years at least two
bills to repeal or modify the Funding Act were vetoed by
Conservative governors.
There was always a close relation
ship between the personal interests of the state's leaders,
the debt and the liberal legislation that was consistently
proposed and defeated.
63joseph

E. Shank,

"Shank's Raw Materials," vol.

2,

p. 331.
6^Interview with Janet Taylor.
65Nelson Blake,

p. 127; Norfolk Virginian, 18 Sept. 1873,

p. 2.
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the city forged ahead during the seven hard years which began
with the crash of 18 September 1873.66
Despite the panic, the year of 1873 proved to be event
ful for the ex-senator, for it was in that year that he
assisted in the establishment of the Seaboard Fire Insurance
Company and the Norfolk Landmark, and accepted the presidency
of the newly founded Virginian Club.
The Colonel became president of the Seaboard Fire Insur
ance Company, whose board contained some of Norfolk's most
prestigious citizens, from its inception until its unfortun
ate failure in 1880.67

Later in 1876, Taylor appealed to

the common council to repair an injustice concerning the
taxation of his insurance company.

He requested that the

collector of city taxes be instructed to refrain from enforc
ing the payment of a tax bill on the grounds that his company
was a "home

institution.

"68

Therefore the common council

ruled in the Colonel's favor and thus proceeded to charge
each party resident in the city for amounts of stock held
by him as required by law in case of other stock companies.69

66 w .H.T. Squires, Through The Years in Norfolk (Norfolk:
Norfolk Advertising Board, 1936), p. 68.
6 7 s o u t h e r n Insurance Directory, Southern Insurance
Directory for 1887 (New Orleans:
Brown & Janvier, 1887),
p. 276.
The original Seaboard Insurance Company failed
in 1880.

68tlorfolk, City of, Common Council Record #1, 1876-1873.
The Seaboard Insurance Company was chartered 27 May 1873.
69Norfolk, City of, Common Council Record #11, 1873-1878,
p. 251, p. 265.
The Council's decision was based on
"improper assessment" of tax.
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In the shadow of a noteworthy business career, Colonel
Taylor's reputation was greatly enhanced by his actions
in founding one of Norfolk's most influential newspapers
of the late nineteenth century - the Norfolk Landmark.
The Landmark's generous competitor,

the Norfolk Virginian,

was pleased to see that its new rival gave
. . . evidence in its advertising department
of considerable increase of patronage compared
with its predecessor, while vigor, energy and
talent are abundantly shown in its editorial
and local departments.
We pronounce the paper
a decided hit and worthy of the support of the
entire community.70
This publication, under the able editorship of Captain
James Barron Hope, author, historian,

journalist, and

Virginia's Poet Laureate, later played a pivotal role as
Norfolk's spokesman for the Readjuster movement.71

The

incorporators besides Hope and Taylor included George P. Scarburgh, later a judge, and his partner, Major Duffield,
an associate of Mahone and Commodore Samuel Barron (Hope's
uncle).

These were obviously friends of Hope but not news

paper operators.72
Throughout T a y l o r ’s long and productive life, he
belonged to many honored societies and organizations such
as the Phi Beta Kappa Society and the United Sons of the

7 Q N o r f o l k Virg ini an. 3 Oct.

1873, p. 2.

7 1 j a n e y Hope Marr, " J a m e s Barron Hope," The C o n s e r v a t i v e
R e v i e w . March 1900, Vol. 6, No. 1, p. 143.

72Norfolk Landmar k, 2 Oct. 1873, p. 1; Lenoir Chambers
and J.E. Shank, Salt Water and Printers I n k , p. 85.
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Confederacy, but the Colonel appeared to attain his greatest
pleasure with the Virginia Club.73

What would become

Norfolk's "oldest male coterie," the Virginia Club, was
founded on 23 June 1873 by Colonel Taylor and a group of
leading citizens.74

According to a copy of its constitution

and bylaws published in 1891, the society had its beginning
when a party of bon vivants met by chance one evening in
the rooms of John Vermillion above Taylor's Drug Store
at Bank and Freemason Streets.

Before the night was over,

they decided to establish a permanent social organization
that would bring the men of the city into closer contact.75
The original board of governors, including the Colonel
as the first President, comprised several outstanding
leaders.76
Declaring that he had seen many costlier and more
"pretentious and statelier" clubhouses,
made the observation, however,

George Nowitzky

that he had never

recognized one that could better "adapt itself to the

73Leslie Hull to Col. Walter H. Taylor, 21 Dec. 1903,
Taylor Papers; Cecil M. McCulley to R.K.T. Larson, 11 July
1963, Taylor Papers.
On 5 Dec. 1903, Taylor was elected
to the Phi Beta Kappa Society at the College of William
and Mary, Williamsburg.
Norfolk Landma rk . 3 March 1916,
p. 1.

Feb.

74w .H. Bright,
1907, p. 29.

"Club Life of Norfolk," Jamestown M a g az in e,

75George Tucker, "The Virginia Club:
100 Years Old
and Still Young," Virginian-Pilot. 21 Oct. 1973, p. 8;
H.W. Burton, History of N o r f o l k , pp. 258-59.
76W.H. Bright,

"Club Life of Norfolk," p. 29.
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seasons.

”77

Furthermore, he noticed that the members of

the club were
. . . gentlemen who have had the good sense to
correct some of the errors into which other clubs
have unwittingly fallen, as it is less exclusive
to strangers whose literary or social merits
are acknowledged than the celebrated Somersett
of Boston, or Westmoreland of R i c h m o n d . 78
Essentially, the club demanded an honest Virginia
hospitality which was exceedingly refreshing in ”an age
when people are too prone to gauge the man by the amount
of capital he commands.” The club emphasized proper behavior
from the outset, as the following excerpts from its 1891
by-laws will illustrate:
Crockery and glassware, furniture, or other pro
perty of the Club, broken or injured by a member,
must be paid for at the time.
No dog shall be allowed in the Club house.
No member will be permitted to lie or sleep on
any sofa or lounge in the Club h o u s e . 79
During the same year that the club passed these rather
stringent by-laws,
of morality.

they violated one of Virginia’s laws

The Norfolk Grand Jury reported that this

highly respected institution,

’’through what seems to be

a misapprehension of the privileges enjoyed by it, does
not strictly comply with the Sunday Liquor Law.”

However,

after the reading of the report, Judge Brooke thanked the

77George I. Nowitzky, Norfolk:
The Marine Metropolis
of Virginia (Norfolk:
Geo. Nowitzky, 1888), p. 55.
78ibid,

p. 55.

79virginia
n i al:

1873-1973

Club, V i r g i n i a Club. Norfolk. V i r g i n i a Centen
(Norfolk:
V i r g i n i a Club, 1973), p. 13.
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Grand Jury £or the services they had performed to the com
munity and the court and apparently issued a warning to
the Colonel's club.

No formal action was taken.80

On 9 January 1876 the Colonel and his fellow club
members including Walter H. Doyle, President of the Citizens
Bank; John B. Whitehead, President of the old Exchange
Bank and perennial Mayor of Norfolk; Thomas B. Rowland;
and Richard H. Chamberlain participated in the "Great Feast
of 1876."

The lavishness of this repast achieved a permanent

place in local banqueting l o r e . 81

After reading the exotic

and epicurean bill of fare that was printed in the Norfolk
Virginian on 9 January 1876, local historian, George H.
Tucker stated,
It's enough to set one's taste buds working over
time; while one is also inclined to speculate
if any of the present members could survive for
long after partaking a similar setup of edibles
and beverages.82
Throughout the m i d - 1 8 7 0 ’s Taylor was rapidly building
up his stature in the business community.

During this

time he kept up his close relationship with "Billy" Mahone,
the fiery railroad builder and politician.

In one instance,

learning that Mahone was arrested on a charge of conspiring
to duel General Bradley T. Johnson, Taylor and his col-

80 Publjic_Jied^er>, 2 Dec 1891, p. 1.
81virginia Club, p. 13; George Tucker, Norfolk Highlights,
pp. 115-16.
82ibid, pp. 115-16; Norfolk Virginian. 9 Jan 1876, p. 2.
The present Virginia Club meets in the Selden Arcade on
Main Street in Norfolk.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

98
leagues, Richard C. Taylor and Benjamin P. Loyall, pro
vided a bond of $10,000 for his release.83

Fortunately,

the proposed affair of honor never materialized between
the two political rivals.

In later years the incident

was cited among other threats of duels that did not occur
as evidence of more "bluster than blood” in these
affairs.84
The year of 1877 was to prove a milestone in the
professional career of Walter Herron Taylor.

On 21 May

1877 T a y l o r ’s cousin, Richard C. Taylor, first president
of the Marine Bank, died unexpectedly and created a vacancy
that Walter filled.85

Thus, in order to concentrate

all his energies upon this financial institution, he
severed all ties with his hardware company .86

From this

point on Colonel T a y l o r ’s lifework included the effec
tive leadership of the Marine Bank of Norfolk.

He took

charge of this enterprise when the stocks of all financial
establishments in the South were below par.87

Southern

banks, never sufficient for the S o u t h ’s requirements
even in ante-bellum days, had practically disappeared

^ Norfolk Virginian. 1 Oct.
Shank, pp. 96-97.
8 4 Ibid,

1874, p. 1; Chambers and

p. 97.

85uorfolk Landm a r k . 27 May 1877, p. 2.
8 6 Norfolk Virginian, A Great Maritime Port and Railroad
Center . . . Portsmouth, its Sister City (Norfolk:
Norfolk
Virginian, 1897), p. 44.

8?Lyon G. Tyler,

p. 386.
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by the end of the w a r .8 8

All of the existing banks in

Virginia were forced out of business and records indicate
that none of the older banks attempted to reorganize after
the Civil W a r . 89

During the difficult post war era, the

growth of the state banking

system was somewhat slow,

primarily due to the effects of the war on the monetary
status of the Commonwealth.

Consequently, many of the

new banks collapsed in the Norfolk area.90
Shortly after Taylor's promotion to the presidency,
the Norfolk Landmark shared the confidence of the community
as they congratulated the directors on the wisdom of their
choice.

The Landmark felt that the Colonel was

. . . by nature, habits, and education, fitted
to conduct conservative banking, and his success
in everything he has undertaken justifies our
opinion.
Perhaps the greatest compliment to Taylor's character was
that, apart from his business capacity, he was possessed
of a courtesy "borne of his heart," rather than of the
"arts of society," which added new strength to the

bank.

92

8 8 e. Merton Coulter, The South During Reconstruction
(Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1947),
p. 191.

89pavid C. Parcell, State Banks and the State Corporation
Commission (New York:
Tech. Assoc. Inc., 1974), p. 10.
9^Edwin R. Mackethan, "Norfolk's Banks and Banking,"
N orfolk. Aug. 1955, Vol. 27, No. 8 , p. 12.
The First
National Bank of Norfolk was established on 23 Feb. 1864.
9 l N o r f o l k L a n d m a r k . 27 May
92ibid,

1877, p. 2.

p. 2.
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President Taylor was considered an ultra-conservative
in banking circles and so by 1908, Lyon 6 . Tyler declared
that his institution was "solid and safe beyond question.
The stock of the Marine Bank is first."93

Moreover, the

Marine Bank was organized under a state charter in 1882,
whose building was a solid structure of dressed granite
noted for its Greek

a r c h ite cture

.94

jt indeed reflected

the bank's character of solidity and sound administration.95
While presiding over his prestigious institution the
Colonel became the caretaker of many trust funds and estates
placed in his hands by will and by the direction of the
courts.

96

Many Norfolkians, including friends and relatives,

sought advice from the ethical and compassionate banker.
A classic example engaged the Colonel's cousin, Dr.
Southgate Leigh, and the doctor's concern over the financial
affairs of his old devoted servant, Margaret

O'Donnell.

97

Taylor allayed his cousin's fears by revealing that she
had a bank book in which her deposits were regularly entered
and "at times, it has been in my possession," insisted
the Colonel.

The respected financier strongly lectured

9^Lyon G. Tyler, p. 386.
per share in 1908.

The stock had risen to $300

94Thomas B. Rowland, Pictures in Maritime Dixie:
Norfolk.
Portsmouth and City (Norfolk:
Chamber of Commerce, 1893),
p. 60.
95George

Nowitzky,

p. 116.

96Lyon G. Tyler, p. 387.
97Dr. Southgate Leigh to Walter H. Taylor,
Taylor Papers.

6 Aug.
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his cousin about secondhand information regarding an individ
ual's personal affairs:

"There is no truth whatever in the

one concerning Margaret's loss, that I ever heard o f . "98
In the course of his thirty-nine years as president
of the Marine Bank, Taylor devoted much of his time to
obtaining pensions and other benefits for his former comradesin-arms. 99

Unlike the energetic Colonel, many of the Confed

erate veterans were maimed and destitute.

However,

Virginia's opposition to radical policies, especially liberal
expenditures, tended to diminish the funds spent on services
to the people.

If the state administrations possessed

any social consciousness in regard to their unfortunate
citizens,

they generally justified their neglect as a sacri

fice to the more important policy of economic retrench
ment. 100

Still demands for state aid to indigent and

disabled Confederate veterans continued to come from many
regions.

They were not without organized support, nor

were they lacking in able leadership, exeraplifed by men
of Taylor's loyalty and perserverance.
Thanks to the efforts of Colonel Taylor and organiza
tions particularly like the United Confederate Veterans,
the necessary pressure was put upon office seekers and

98walter H. Taylor to Dr. Southgate Leigh, 7 Aug.
Taylor Papers.

1909,

99interview with Janet Taylor, 31 July 1981.
Many of
Taylor's bank depositors were veterans of the Civil War.
l O O ^ i H i a m W. White, The Confederate Ve t e r a n , 22 Vols.
(Tuscaloosa:
Confederate P u b l i s h . C o . , 1962), 22^87, 107.
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officeholders to achieve their goals.

Thus the Old Dominion

began paying pensions to veterans and widows in 1886, and
also a small pension of $90.00 per year to dependent needy
daughters of Confederate veterans.
Taylor's role in obtaining a Mexican War pension for
his mother-in-law, Martha Saunders, revealed the Colonel's
determination for justice and proper regard for veteran's
widows. 102

g £ S battle with the federal bureaucracy commenced

11 July 1865 and finally ceased with victory on 5 March
1885.103

The Colonel was also able to acquire additional

relief for Mrs. Saunders from the Department of Interior
in the amount of $30.00 per month beginning 1 January 1861
and $ 2 . 0 0 more for each child under the age of sixteen
years commencing 25 July 1866.104
In actuality, Taylor faced the same problem that all
veteran's families were confronted with, and based on the
Act of Congress of 4 February 1862:
An act authorizing the Secretary of the Interior
to strike from the pension roles the names of
such persons as have taken up arms against the

101E . Kay Kirkham, Military Records of America (Wash
ington:
National Archives, 1963), p"i 27.
The last Virginia
Confederate veteran died on 3 March 1959.
102yalter H. Taylor to Martha Saunders, 13 July 1865;
Oath of Allegiance from Martha Saunders, 11 July 1865,
Taylor Papers.
103lbid; Adam Beardsley, Auditor to Martha Saunders,
5 Mar. 1885, Taylor Papers.
104pept# 0 f the Interior, Pension Office to Martha
Saunders, 17 Feb. 1874, Taylor Papers.
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government, or who may have in any manner encour
aged the rebels.105
Martha Saunders, whose late husband John L. Saunders
served as commander in the United States Navy until his
death in I860, was compelled to sign an oath of allegiance
in order to qualify for pension eligibility.106

"I do

hereby solemnly affirm that I was not an advocate of seces
sion,” wrote Mrs. Saunders on 11 July 1865, ”and that the
commencement of hostilities between the South and the North
in 1861, in the attempt to sever the union, occasioned
me the deepest regret.”

The Colonel's aunt reminded the

authorities that she never committed a disloyal act and
never did in any way ”aid, abet or encourage the late rebel
lion. "107
Finally, on 5 March 1885, Martha Saunders received
extra funding appropriated for officers and troops who
served in the Mexican War in the amount of $625.00.108
Hence, Taylor championed one of many claims stemming from

105pept. of the Interior, Pension in States Heretofore
in Insurrection. 10 June 1865, Taylor Papers; Form of Appli
cation for Restoration to the Pension Rolls by Persons
Dropped Under Act of 4 Feb. 1862, Taylor Papers.
l°6 Ibid.
107^artha B. Saunders to S.J. Tabor,
Dept., 11 July 1865, Taylor Papers.

Auditor, U.S. Treasury

lO^Adam Beardsley to Martha B. Saunders, 5 Mar. 1885,
Taylor Papers; Edward W. James, ed., The Lower Norfolk
County Virginia Antiquary (New York:
Peter Smith, 1951),
p"I 126.
Smith cited
The Last Norfolk Veteran of the Mexican
War," Public L e d g e r . 5 April 1905, p. 2.
Another unusual
Mexican War claim involved Daniel Knowles, who died in
1905.
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the recent conflict.

He also joined several organizations

such as the Sons of the Confederacy, Association of the
Army of Northern Virginia, and the influential United Confed
erate Veterans.

Many of these patriotic groups aided their

unfortunate comrades and widows.

Money for pensions usually

came from the state's general revenues, from special property
taxes, or from combinations of the

two.

109

The first veterans group that Taylor joined was the
Association of the Army of Northern Virginia, founded 4 Nov
ember 1870 at a meeting called primarily to construct a
memorial to General Lee.

With a leadership including former

Lee staff officers such as Walter Taylor and Charles
Marshall,

the Association of the Army of Northern Virginia

was the most powerful veteran's group in the South prior
to the emergence of the United Confederate Veterans decades
later.
zation.

Much of its strength came from its superior organi
An executive committee headed by General Bradley

Johnson supervised thirteen state divisions, which in turn
were controlled by thirty-nine vice-presidents and their
assistants.

109william W. White, The Confederate Veteran (Tuscaloosa:
Confederate Publish. Co., 1962), p. 116.
The Association
of the Army of Northern Virginia was founded in 1870 by
General Bradley Johnson.
Colonel Taylor was the Recording
Secretary.
H O l b i d , pp. 116-17; Southern Historical Society P a p e r s .
Vol. 2, No. 2 (Richmond:
Southern Historical Society,
1876), p. 159; J. Taylor Ellyson to Walter H. Taylor, 19 May
1897, Taylor Papers.
Col. Taylor was also active in assist
ing the Robert E. Lee Camp (Confederate veterans organi
zation) in the establishment of a portrait gallery of dis
tinguished Confederates.
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Veteran associations made Important contributions
to the preservation of historical material* both military
and civil.

Confederate veterans were convinced that if

only the facts were gathered and maintained* their actions
would find a just and honorable position in the history
of a re-united n a t i o n . H I
Even before the close of the Reconstruction period
it was obvious to Walter Taylor that Nor f o l k ’s rapidly
growing commerce would ultimately double and triple the
seaport's p o p u l a t i o n . H 2

It was men of vision like Taylor

who grasped the importance of a viable communication
system* not only for the Tidewater region, but for the
entire Southern area as w e l l . H 3

During this period of

prosperity, expansion and optimism* the Colonel contributed
his talents and energy towards a modern transportation
system.

At one time of another he controlled or shared

management of many companies such as the Twin City Ferry
and Railway Company, the Norfolk City Railroad Company,
the Norfolk and Ocean View Railway, and the Albemarle
and Pantego Railroad.

He also served as director of the

Norfolk and Western Railroad from 1881 until his death
in 1916.114

Hllbid,

p. 117.

n ^ T h o m a s Wertenbaker,
1 1 3 Ibid,

p. 280.

p. 286.

H ^ I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor; Virginian-Pilot. 3 Mar.
1916, p. 1.
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As in other cities of the country, the advent of the
streetcar was to spearhead the growth of the suburbs and
lead to the expansion of Norfolk.

However, the old seaport's

transit history, like that of many other cities steeped
in romance, exhibited its share of heartaches and difficul
ties.

In fact, Norfolk's first railway company went through

a four-year period of legal and financial entanglements
before the first streetcar was actually o p e r a t e d . H 5
Taylor's associates such as John B. Whitehead, a central
figure in Norfolk's transit history, assisted by Thomas
Corprew and Cicero Burness, organized the Norfolk City
Railroad in 1866 with a capital outlay of $100,000,116
The city granted the company permission to construct a
track of not more than six miles from the western end of
Main Street along Church Street, from the intersection
of Main Street to the old fairgrounds north of the city.
Later the six-mile limitation was extended to twenty miles,
and it should be mentioned that the City Council required
the company to maintain not only the track area but also
two feet on either side of the flat rails.

Ultimately,

in April 1870, after four years of negotiations and contro
versy, the first rail was l a i d . H ?

H 5 j u l i a n C. Houseman, "Norfolk's Transit History is
traced from 1870 to 1951," Transit T i m e s . Vol. 6 , no. 38,
23 Sept. 1951, p. 2.
H^Ibid,

pV 2 .

H ^ Norfolk Virginian. 20 Apr.

1870, p. 2 .
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What the Norfolk-Virginian entitled "Our City Railroad,"
later known as the "horse cars" began regular service on
13 August 1 8 7 0 . H ®

^jje cars W ere constantly crowded during

the day with persons anxious to get a cheap ride, "just
for the novelty of the thing."119
By 1893 the Norfolk City Railroad was operating one
mile of double track and four and one-half miles of single
track, with cars running on a five minute schedule from
Market Street to Brambleton, Huntersville, and Atlantic
City.

120

One of N o r f o l k ’s milestones in transit history

occurred on 19 December 1889 when the city was given state
approval to use electric cable, or any other power it so
desired.

Five years later the first electric car ran over

Norfolk rails, and six months afterwards all of the horse
cars were g o n e .121
Transportation boomed at the turn of the century.
Standard gauge electric tracks were laid to Ocean View
via Granby Street by the Bay Shore Terminal, while Willoughby
was served by a short road with a long name,

the Norfolk,

Willoughby Spit and Old Point, which utilized tiny steam

H 8 Ibid, 3 Aug. 1870, p. 2.
H ^ H . W . Burton, p. 137.
These was but a single track
on Main Street, with switches at Bank Street, at Peter
Smith and Co.'s store, and elsewhere.
120ibid, p. 137.
1 2 1 w .H.T.

books,

31 Aug.

Squires, "The First Street Cars," Squires Scrap
1944, Part 3, p. 85.
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engines and coaches rescued from New Tork City and Chicago
elevated

tracks.

122

In the meantime, Taylor became interested in building
a railway line that would connect bustling Norfolk with
the "Atlantic City of the South" - Ocean

View.

123

Estab

lished as a private summer resort in 1854, Ocean View grew
steadily after the Civil War.

By 1880 the sick and handi

capped from the North selected Norfolk as their favorite
winter retreat.

Stopping over for a rest on their way to

Florida, they had been pleased with the "genial climate as
to give up the idea of going further south," boasted Carey
W.

Jones.

124

The

resort atmosphere was enhanced with the

construction of a hotel at Ocean View which enjoyed capacity
booking from the very beginning.

The Colonel observed

that many of the out-of-town visitors were attracted, not
only by the mildness of the climate, but by the facilities
for hunting,

fishing, boating, and riding.

Furthermore,

122samuel Borum, Norfolk:
A Port and a City (Norfolk:
Chamber of Commerce, 1896), p. 26;
^Passing of Street
Cars Recalls Transit History," Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch.
18 May 1947, p. 3; Norfolk, City of, Corporation Court,
21 July 1887, Norfolk City R.R. Co. versus The Exchange
National Bank of Norfolk and others, Taylor Papers.
Taylor
was also Trustee of 25 bonds ($25,000) of the Norfolk City
Railroad Co. - which was deposited with him as custodian
under decree of the Corporation Court and surrendered to
the railroad company.
123x1^,^ p # 3 . Norfolk & Ocean View Railroad and Hotel
C o . , Annual Report to The Interstate Commerce Commission,
1888-1899 (Norfolk:
Norfolk & Ocean View Railroad and
Hotel Co., 1899).
124(jarey w. Jones, Norfolk As a Business Center (Norfolk:
Virginian Presses, 1881), p. 30, 37.
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the beach served as a playground for Norfolkians and during
the summer months huge crowds took advantage of these recre
ational pursuits.

Colonel Taylor, being a wise and astute

businessman, became part owner of the Norfolk and Ocean
View Hotel, which was incorporated on 27 February 1879.125
Some months later, Taylor and his colleagues were
in the process of raising the necessary funds for the con
struction of the Norfolk and Ocean View Railroad as the
Public Ledger pointed out that
. . . those who wish the road completed at an
early day and are willing to aid it, and thus
secure for themselves a profitable investment will
best accomplish the desired end by calling on
John B. Whitehead, Esq. at the Exchange Bank, or
Colonel Walter H. Taylor, of the Marine B a n k . 126
Furthermore, the newspaper declared that, "when the railroad
has been finished to Ocean View it will be to the twin
cities (Norfolk and Portsmouth) what Central Park is to
New York."127
By 6 June 1879 Taylor reported that a right of way
for the route to Ocean View had been obtained for the entire
road and that there was no longer any reason why the road
should net be

started.

128

it was then agreed to begin

125ibid, p. 30; Virginia, The General Assembly, Acts
Passed at Sessions of 1878-1879 (Richmond:
R.E. Frayser,
1879), p. 149; Act to incorporate the Norfolk and Ocean
View R.R. and Hotel Co., approved on 27 Feb. 1879.
126N orf0ik Public L e d g e r . 24 May 1879, p. 2.
l 2 7 Ibid, p. 2 .
128jjorfoik V i r ginian. 6 June 1879, p. 2; Norfolk,
of, Common Council Record #13, 25 July 1879.

City
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operations immediately.

The Colonel convinced the Common

Council that the railway would be completed in sixty days
or before the middle of August.*29
Although the construction crew experienced a savage
August storm which caused considerable harm to buildings
and ships, they escaped serious damage and converted an
"ideal thing into a reality."

Hence, by 18 September 1879,

the Norfolk and Ocean View Railroad was finally completed
and passengers made their first trip over the new road.130
On the following day the stockbroker's train drew up at
Ocean View after an uneventful run of thirty minutes.
Among the distinguished passengers of this premier excursion
was Colonel Taylor,

president of the company.

The Ocean View Railroad Company ran trains from its
station at Church and Henry Streets eight times a day.
The "wheezing and puffing little coffeepot engines" covered
the eight miles in twenty minutes.

Its equipment consisted

of one narrow gauge, single tract, small locomotive and
three passenger coaches, all open type

construction.

131

It should be noted that the locomotive, built in the
Norfolk shop of Thomas Godwin and Company, was named for
Colonel Taylor.

1 2 9 Ibid,

For many years this miniature locomotive

p. 2 .

jj# Stewart, p. 385; Kentin F. Murray and Charles
P. Sapp, Norfolk. Va:
The Gateway of The South (Phila
delphia;
Chamber of Commerce, 1904), p. 41.

13lN orfolk V i rginian. 18 Sept.

1879, p. 2.
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was the sole source of power for the railroad,

sometimes

handling as many as ten or twelve cars loaded with passen
gers.

Some years later, as the popularity of the resort

increased, another engine was added; this one had been
named for John B. Whitehead, mayor of Norfolk from 1874
to 1876.132
The road was a huge success despite the fact that
anticipated traffic in farm produce did not materialize.
However, a baggage car had to be constructed to carry the
fish sent home by proud anglers during the summer.

One of

the main reasons for the popularity of the railroad was that
its owners did not attempt to create commerce; they were
satisfied with that available.

The train schedule depended

on demand; however, during the summer season a strict
schedule was maintained with extra trains sandwiched in
between the regular run.
primative

For almost two decades,

this

equipment offered nearly the only means of trans

portation between Norfolk and Ocean

View.

133

Some years later, in 1896, the eight-and-a-half-mile
railway was converted to electric power, with hourly and
even half-hourly trains in the summer months.
transporting tourists and local vacationers,

Besides
the trains

brought to Norfolk large quantities of fish, oysters,

eggs,

132j.w. Perry to Walter H. Taylor, 2 July 1900, Taylor
Papers; W.H.T. Squires, "Norfolk's Railways, 1900," 24 Sept.
1943, Squires Scrapbooks, Part III, p. 42.
1 3 3 " G o i n g To Ocean View— Twenty Years A g o , "
Norfolk
Virginian-Pilot. 27 Oct. 1912, p. 10, Taylor Papers.
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lambs, poultry, and other country produce of the choicest
quality.134
The electric line early encountered financial difficul
ties and after a two-year receivership, was purchased by
the Norfolk Railway and Light Company, which changed the
line to match its five-foot-two-inch gauge and abandoned
the Henry Street station for passenger service.

The old

railway line to Ocean View eventually became part of the
Virginia Electric Power Company.135
T a y l o r ’s endeavors in the railroad industry were not
restricted solely to local lines.

In later years he contrib

uted his expertise to the Norfolk and Southern Railroad,
which connected Norfolk to the rich agricultural and lumber
lands of North Carolina.

The Colonel's interest in the

Norfolk and Southern Railroad can be traced as early as
24 July 1872 when Taylor wrote to his close friend and
business associate,

James Barron Hope,

struction of this vital road.136

concerning the con

was his dream to connect

l ^ H . T . Crittenden, "Norfolk's Street Cars," The Headway
R ecorder. 1 Jan. 1951, p. 4; Chamber of Commerce, Facts
and Figures About Norfolk (Norfolk:
Chamber of Commerce,
1896), p. 53.
135p o o r *s Manual of Railroads (New York:
Sampson, Low
& Co., 1879-1890), p. 805; W.H.T. Squires, "High Spot in
a Holiday," Squires Scrapbooks, Part III, p. 154.
Colonel
Taylor was also a large investor in the Ocean View Pleasure
Pier Co. (30 bonds worth $15,000), which eventually became
part of the Norfolk Railway and Light Co. in 1900.
J.W.
Perry to W.H. Taylor, 2 July 1900, Taylor Papers.
136yaiter
Taylor to James Barron Hope, 24 Jan 1872,
James Barron Hope Papers, Swera Library Archives, College
of William & Mary, Williamsburg, File #65H77.
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a route from Norfolk to Charleston.

"Of course, if such

a road was constructed." stressed the civic-minded Taylor,
"it would have a great benefit to our city."

Obviously,

the Colonel was aware of the enormous advantages that
would be gained by commercial links between Carolina and
Norfolk.

Taylor acknowledged that most of Tidewater's

trade originated from the section of North Carolina,
"west of the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad," and that
a railway was badly needed to service this area.

Further

more, the Colonel, being cognizant of the intense rivalry
of the railroads, desired as much as possible to draft
the charter in such a way as to be of service only for
the building of a road and not to be used as a "threat
against anyone."137

Taylor was determined to overcome

the intense rivalry of Petersburg and Richmond for control
of the railroads of Virginia.
Taylor's involvement with the operation of the Norfolk
and Southern Railroad derived from his role as vicepresident and treasurer of the Albemarle and Pantego
R a i l r o a d .

1^8

The Albemarle and Pantego was originally

a logging road administered by the John L. Roper Lumber
Company of Norfolk, which had been organized by Northern
capitalists shortly after the Civil War.

The company

137ibid; Richard E. Prince, Norfolk Southern Railroad
(Millard:
R.E. Prince, 1972), pp. 5-8.
138jjorfoik and Portsmouth City Directory. 1890-1891;
Henry V. Poor. P o o ^ s Manual of Railroads (New York:
Samson
& Low, 1891), p. 1333.
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eventually acquired well over half a million acres of
timberland in the forested coastal low country of Virginia
and North Carolina.139
Unsound business practices forced the original Norfolk
and Southern Railroad into receivership, an event which
in 1891 led to the merger of the Norfolk and Southern
Railroad with the Albemarle and Pantego.

These two compan

ies, including John L. Roper's steamboats, were consoli
dated to form the new 103 mile Norfolk and Southern
Railroad, providing both rail and water service to the
people of southeastern Virginia and northeastern North
Carolina.1^0

Eventually, by 1906, the Roper Lumber Company

became a subsidiary of the Norfolk and Southern Railroad,
which was then owned by the Virginia and Carolina Coast
Railroad .1^1
The Colonel's association with the Roper Lumber Company
was by no means his only experience in the lumber industry.
In 1902 Taylor and R.S. Cohn were appointed trustees of
the Greenleaf Johnson Lumber Company, as well as the Cashie
and Chowan Railroad and Lumber Company, by the late President

l ^ N o r f o l k an(j Southern Railroad Company, Plan and
Reorganization. 26 May 1 8 9 0 . (Norfolk:
Norfolk & Southern
R.R.); Virginia, State Corporation Commission Annual
Re p o r t . 1908.
■^^Alexander C. Brown, Juniper Waterway:
A History of
the Albemarle and Chesapeake (Charlottesville: University
Press of Virginia, 1981), pp. 129-30.
l ^ R i c h a r d E. Pri nee, p. 8 .
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Howard Johnson.142

Taylor acted as executor of the estate

and carefully scrutinized Johnson's affairs in order to
safeguard the family's assets.
No doubt, the Colonel shared John R. Walker's view
point that the present prosperity of the South and that
of the past fifteen years, was inseparably linked to the
lumber business.143

Furthermore, Walker reflected the

opinion of many responsible southern businessmen,

such

as Walter Taylor, when he noted that practically all
of the 162,000 laborers were Negro men with many depen
d

e

n

t

s

.

!

^

jn commenting on the racial situation, Walker

declared:
When it is considered that employment of this
nature is healthy, regenerating outdoor work,
removed from the demoralizing influences of con
gested city life, and when it is further regarded
what a giant despair this army of unemployed
would be, the South should render a tribute of
thanks to the lumber industry for what it has
done toward the solution of the Negro problem.!4 ^
Fifteen years after the consolidation of the Albemarle
and Pantego Railroad with the Norfolk Southern, T a y l o r ’s
dream of a westward connection with Charlotte, North Caro-

!^^Last Will and Testament of Howard N. Johnson,
16 Oct.
1894, Probated 28 Aug. 1902, Taylor Papers; The
JohnsonGreenleaf Lumber Company operated between 1888-1921
and was located in Berkley.
Taylor also served as vicepresident of the company.
!^3john R. Walker, "The Lumber Industry in Tidewater
Virginia and the Carolinas,"
Jamestown Exposition of the
Norfolk D i s p a t c h . 1904, pp. 157-58.
1 4 4 Ibid,

p. 158.

1 4 5 Ibid,

p. 158.
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lina, finally materialized.1^6

Thus, the Norfolk and South

ern to some extent superseded the two canals as the artery
of commerce from the North Carolina sounds to Norfolk,
and great quantities of cotton, lumber, naval stores, corn,
peanuts, and early vegetables flowed into its terminus
at Berkley.I 47
During this tempestuous era of industrial expansion,
Norfolk reaped the benefit of the c o u n t r y ’s demand for
coal, cotton, and other raw materials.1^8

The discovery

of rich coal deposits in southwest Virginia caused industrial
ists to pour millions into coal mining and railroad build
ing.

In no time at all, the Norfolk and Western, formerly

the Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio, was sending its coal
trains running across Virginia and into the port of Norfolk.
Moreover, numerous towns and factories sprang up along
its line, especially in the southwest, and they too contrib
uted to the s t a t e ’s development.*49
The boom reflected itself in all quarters of the Common
wealth,

especially Norfolk.

"Norfolk can become one of

the great coal-marts of the Union," predicted the Norfolk

l ^ H e n r y p 0 or, 1907, p. 380.
1 4 7 Ibid, p. 380; William H. Stewart, p. 304; W.H.T.
Squires, Through The Years in No r f o l k , pp. 130-32.
In
1920, the company constructed what then was and today still
is claimed as the longest railroad trestle bridge in the
United States.
This is the bridge across Albemarle Sound
linking Edenton with Mackeys.

^■4 ®E. Merton

Coulter, p. 272.

l4 9joseph t.

Lambie, pp. 14-16; Virginius Dabney, p.
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Journal in April 1870, ”and compete with Baltimore and
Philadelphia in furnishing the whole seaboard.

The English

mines are going deeper, and the time will come when Virginia
coal can be exported."150
Some years later, in 1881, the Colonel began his long
association with the Norfolk and Western Railway.

After

wards, on 17 March 1883, the railroad delivered its first
carload of coal to the old seaport.

This memorable event

demonstrated that the appearance

of "cheap" coal gave Norfolk

an advantage over other Atlantic

harbors.151

Colonel Taylor proved to be
road.

He served on the Board of

indispensable to the rail
Directors for a span of

thirty-five years,152 representing the interests of the
Norfolk and Western in such matters as the construction
of bridges, coal piers, and spur tracks in the Tidewater
a r e a .

153

Even as late as 1913, Taylor was arguing Norfolk

and Western's case before the Norfolk Common

C o u n c i l ,

154

150Norfolk Journal. 25 April 1870, p. 3.
15lNorfolk Virginian. 18 Mar. 1883, p. 2; Lyon G. Tyler,
ed., Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography. Vol. 3 (New York:
Lewis Historical Publish. Co., 1915), p. 237; Thomas Wertenbaker, p. 282.
152 l
& Western
Roanoke.
Directors

.E. Johnson to W.H. Taylor, 23 Dec. 1911, Norfolk
R.R. Papers, Norfolk & Western R.R. files,
Taylor was an active member of the Board of
as well as an extensive stockholder.

153Norfolk Public L e d g e r . 24 Jan.
L andmark. 18 Aug. 1900, p. 3; Norfolk,
Aldermen Record #19, 10 June 1913 - 27
City of, Common Council Record #26, 10
10 Oct. 1902.

1901, p. 1; Norfolk
City of, Board of
June 1913; Norfolk,
June 1913, #19,

1 5 *Ibid.
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however, old age and Illness compelled him to sever his
relations with the railroad.

Although the Colonel attempted

to resign two months before his death due to declining
health, President Lucius £. Johnson rejected his resignation:
We cannot spare you from
the Board of Directors
of the Norfolk and Western Railway as long as
you live.
There should be a representative of
the State of Virginia on the Board, you have
been that representative for many many years,
and you shall continue as that representative
on the Board as long as you live.*55
Johnson insisted that it
company or his associates for

would not be fair

to the

Taylor to resign.

Every

member had complete confidence in Taylor's ability and
judgement and his knowledge of the company's history.
Perhaps more importantly, Johnson's letter emphasized admir
ation for the company's senior member:
Tour personal relations with these gentlemen
have been such that they have so high a regard,
and in fact love, for you that it would be a
personal sorrow to each of them to even think
that you had at any time considered the question
of severing your connection with the B o ard.156
Colonel Taylor agreed to this impassioned appeal and remained
on the Board until his

d e a t h .

157

155 l #e # Johnson to Walter H. Taylor,
Papers.

26 Feb.

1916, Taylor

1 5 6 Ibid.

157jn terview with Janet Taylor; Interstate Commerce Commission, 29th Annual Report on the Statistics of Railroads
in the U.S. For the Year Ended 30 June 1916 (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1918), p. 177.
At the time
of Taylor's death, N & W Railroad's total current assets
were $14,906,154.
The total corporate surplus amounted
to $43,063,133.
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The Colonel's role in the development of Norfolk's
commerce was further illustrated in his active involvement
in the Norfolk and Portsmouth Cotton Exchange.

At the

close of the Civil War, Norfolk began to benefit from a
cotton market of some consequence.

The local cotton mills

and commission houses grew rapidly, and by 1874 the Norfolk
and Portsmouth Cotton Exchange was organized.

Later, in

1892 the cotton commission enterprise was decidedly the
largest business in Norfolk with fourteen commission houses
and five mills engaging in commerce with a capital investment
of $2,000,000,158

As a cotton center, Norfolk ranked fourth

in the United States.159

Hence, cotton, almost unknown

to Norfolk before 1855, now restored the city's foreign
trade and brought p r osperity.160
Another one of the Colonel's numerous projects was
the development of suburbs.1^1

The most important of these

was located across Smith's Creek near Atlantic City and

158\fiHiam H. Stewart, p. 312; Business Men's Associ
ation, "What of Norfolk" (Norfolk:
Norfolk Business
Men's Association, 1890), pp. 14-15; Norfolk Virginian
Annual for the Year 1885 (Norfolk:
M. Glennan, 1885),
p. 6 .
l ^ C h e s a p e a k e
an(j Ohio R.R., "Rambles in the Path of
the Steam Horse," C & 0 R.R. Illustrated Guide and
Ga z e t t e e r . Part II, 1884, p. 41; Norfolk and Portsmouth
Cotton Exchange, Norfolk & Portsmouth Cotton Exchange
Record Book, 1874-1917, p. 13, p. 33, p. 250, p. 304,
p.
353, p. 396.

160Norfolk L a n d m a r k . 11 Mar.

1874, p. 3; 2 Sept.

1888.

161-W.H.T.Squires, "Naming Ghent," Squires Scrapbooks,
Part 3, p. 218; Rogers Whichard, History of Lower Tide
water V i r g i n i a , p. 1481.
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came to be called Ghent*162

jn 1890 Taylor and several

co-investors who had large blocks of stock in the Norfolk
and Western R a i l w a y , demonstrated their interest in the
growth and development of Norfolk.

Local capitalists also

joined with them in the proposed development of the Drummond
t r a c t .

1^3

The company placed the tract on the market and

it became an instant success.

Other real estate subdivisions

which were not a part of the original Ghent tract also
used the name until now "we have a City of Ghent within
the City of Norfolk'" remarked W.H.T. Squires.164
Taylor's group, the Norfolk Land Company, was respon
sible for the city's first planned sub-division of approxi
mately 250 acres of real estate on Norfolk's west

side.

165

This new concept in land development was designed for the
municipality's upper class, as no house costing less than
$7500 could be built and real estate sold for $1,400 per
acre.

166

The original layout of the streets was entirely

162ibid, p. 218.
163yirgjLnia, General Assembly, Acts Passed at Session.
1891-1892 (Richmond:
W.F. Ritchie), p. 91; Approved Act
of Corporation by Norfolk Corporation Court (21 May 1891)
on 14 Jan. 1892; Deed:
Charter of the Norfolk C ompany.
21 May 1890, Sargeant Memorial Room, Kirn Library.
Original
premise of company:
"Capital stock shall not be less than
$300,000 nor more than $5,000,000, dividend with shares
of stock of $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 each."
164y#{j#T. Squires, "Naming Ghent," p. 219; C.G. Ramsay
to the Board of Directors of the Norfolk Company, 28 May
1891, Taylor Papers.
165Ra iph Cornelis, "Ghent:
Neighborhood Offering Something
for Everyone," Daily P r e s s . 21 July 1980, p. 18.
1 6 6 ibid,

p. 18.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

121
eradicated - the old buildings were destroyed and a new
arrangement of streets, parks, and avenues was set up, cover
ing the whole property.

Old Botetourt Street was extended

across Paradise Creek by means of a wide paved iron bridge.167
After the filling in of Colley Creek and the creation
of the Hague in 1900, expansion quickly spread to the west.
The west branch of the creek, which had extended back across
Princess Anne Road, was filled in to Olney Road, and the
lower part, lined with a stone buttress, was rechristened the
Hague.

In 1893 only a few houses, all of handsome and modern

design, had been erected or were in course of construction;
yet one decade later, the entire suburb was completed.168
To the people involved in the Norfolk Company, such
as Colonel Taylor, the creation of Ghent was a very personal
enterprise.

Many of the investors subsequently made Ghent

their place of residence.169

fact, the first house

to be constructed was for Taylor and his family at Stockley
Gardens between Olney Road and Boissevain.

Although the

Colonel gave each of his adult children a new house, he
exercised his philosophy on self-reliance by charging them
a modest rent for this p r i v i l e g e . 1 7 0

167fbid, p. 18; Norfolk Dept, of City Planning, Ghent:
Proposed Zoning For Historical & Cultural Conservation
Zoning (Norfolk:
Norfolk Dept, of City Planning, 1975),
p. 4.
168xhomas Rowland, ed., Industrial Advantages, p. 7.
1 6 9 i b id ,

p. 7.

1 7 0 l b id ,

p.

11; I n t e r v i e w w i t h J a n e t T a y l o r .
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In order to provide for greater efficiency of this
rapidly growing enterprise, the Norfolk Company transferred
to a new corporation, the Ghent Company, a certain portion
of its property.

That section now owned and conducted

by the Ghent Company represented the greater portion of
Ghent.

All the land of the two companies stood within

the city limits in the sixth ward and was reached within
ten minutes from the business center by electric street
car

lines.

171

As population and development pushed north

and hence outside the borough boundaries, Norfolk gradually
annexed these suburbs into the

c i t y . 172

Walter Taylor and his contemporaries who lived in
Ghent rebuilt the trade on which most of the c i t y ’s power
and influence rested and were instrumental in transforming
the city from a regional to a national urban center during
the prosperous post-war

p e r i o d . 173

During this same period of municipal expansion Taylor
became one of the pioneers of building and loan associations
in his section of the state, thus enabling wage earners

17lNorfolk Virginian, Norfolk. Va.:
A Great Maritime
Port and Railroad Center . . . Portsmouth, Its Sister City
(Norfolk:
Norfolk Virginian, 1897), p. 10.
At the time,
lots in Ghent sold for $2500 each and houses for up to

$20 ,000.
172ibid, p. 1 0 .
173jiorfolk, Dept, of City Planning, Ghent:
Proposed
Zoning for Historical and Cultural Conservation Z o n i n g ,
p. 14.
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to became the owners of their own h o mes.174

The banking

practices of the period did not offer facilities to accom
modate the man of limited means to finance his domicile
on small weekly payments commensurate with his income,
and at the same time there were few opportunities for regular
small savings by wage

earners.

175

To meet these requirements the Colonel introduced
the idea of a building and loan association to Norfolk.
This type of financial institution directly descended from
the British building societies which flourished in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and had existed in
America since 1832.176

Thus in 1891, Taylor founded the

Tidewater Perpetual Building and Loan Association, which
originally contained a small but dedicated group of officers
and directors who met once a week in the store or office
of one of the

m em be r s .

177

The

C o l o n e l ’s organization began

with an impressive capital asset of $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0 in shares
of $100 each, payable in monthly installments of 50 cents
per share.178
This innovation,

which provided for loans to be repaid

over a term of years in modest weekly or monthly payments

17^Lyon G. Tyler, ed., Encyclopedia of Virginia B i o graphy,
p. 237.
175»»The Tidewater Perpetual,” Norfolk Public L e d g e r .
7 July 1891, p. 3.

176 w .h .T. Squires, Through the Y e a r s , p. 269.

177ibid.

178ibid.
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and with the provision that no greater payment would be
asked for, met with immediate success.

Soon afterwards

other associations were formed as the old seaport grew
and prospered.

Three decades later, the Virginian-Pilot

pointed out that the associations
. . . are not running in competition with the
banks, but rather are operating hand in hand with
the banks, reaching the class of investor, the
banks in many instances would be unable to reach.179
As the nineteenth century drew to its close, many
Virginians were quite anxious that some deserving celebration
be held to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the first
landing at Cape Henry, 26 April 1607, the settlement of
Jamestown and the inauguration of civil government in the
new w o rld.180
Walter Herron Taylor, one of those concerned Virginians,
advocated the construction of an exposition to celebrate
this historic event.

His active role in the selection

of his home city for the Jamestown Exposition of 1907 proved
to be T a y l o r ’s crowning a c h i e vement.181
At the instigation of the Association for the Preser
vation of Virginia Antiquities and the Tidewater Commercial
League, the General Assembly of Virginia passed a bill

179”Bu ii,iin g Loan Organizations— Big Factor in Thrift
of City,” Virginian-Pilot. part 2, 3 Jan. 1928, p. 23.
1 8 0 c h a r l e s K e i l e y , ed., T h e O f f i c i a l B l u e B o o k of
J a m e s t o w n Ex p o s i t i o n (Norfolk:
C o l o n i a l P u b l i s h . Co.,

the

1907), p. 49.
1 8 1 w .H.T.

Part 3, 22 Feb.

Squires, "How Norfolk Secured the Exposition,”
1945, Squires Scrapbook, p. 517.
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in 1901 authorizing the Governor to proclaim that the tercen
tennial of the landing at Jamestown would be celebrated
in 1907.

This bill also invited various cities and sections

of Virginia to show how and in what manner they proposed
to hold this

c e l e b r a t i o n .

182

In the meantime, many public-minded Norfolk citizens
such as Colonel Taylor, prevailed upon the City Council
to appoint a committee from its members for the purpose
of obtaining the event for the city.

This was expanded

into a much larger committee which convinced other interested
Tidewater cities that only by the selection of one of its
own number and the support of all would the Tidewater area
secure the celebration.

It also persuaded these cities

that Norfolk, because of its location, was the logical
c h o i c e .

183

Events moved quickly.

"Already there are rumors

of stock companies being formed," reported the Norfolk
L andm a r k , "to hold the exposition.

It is understood that

they will organize a stock company and allow anyone to
take stock who desires i t."184
Taylor and his associates were compelled to battle
the old inter-city feuds in 1901 and 1902 in the state
legislature, where Norfolk fought off the rival claims

182united States Navy Dept., Postscripts:
Jamestown
Exposition. 1907 (Washington:
Commandant, Fifth Naval
District, 1965), p. 1; Virginia, General Assembly, Acts
Passed at Sessions of 1902-1904 (Richmond:
State Publi
cations^ I960), p. n
183y o r f0n c Landmark. 15 Sept. 1901, p. 3.
184ibid,

14 Sept.

1901, p. 3.
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186ibid; J a m e s t o w n E xpo sit ion Company, M in u t e s
J a m e s t o w n E x p o s i t i o n C o. , 1904-5, S a r g e a n t M e m o r i a l
Kirn M emo ria l Library.

of the
R o om,

1 8 7 jjprfolk D i s p a t c h . 12 S e p t . a n d 14 Dec. 1901, p. 3;
V i r g i n i a n - P i l o t . 10 D ec . 1901, p. 2; D a v i d L o w e n b e r g to
W a l t e r H. T a y l o r , 18 F e b . 1903, T a y l o r P a p e r s .
Lowenberg
w a s a l s o p r e s i d e n t of t h e M o n t i c e l l o R e a l t y Co. a nd t h e
N o r f o l k - H a m p t o n R o a d s Co.
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government.188

Eventually,

the United States Congress

appropriated a loan of one million dollars to the company,
which was granted just before the scheduled opening on
26 April 1907.189

No doubt, the support of the dynamic

President, Teddy Roosevelt, and his Cabinet was of incal
culable importance to the

e x p o s i t i o n . 190

Although the Exposition was plagued by bad weather,
internal dissension, and construction delays, it was none
theless an impressive accomplishment.191

"The grounds

at the Exposition are in a very bad condition," observed
Federal bureaucrat, Mary Greer, on 10 April 1907, and in
many places she found the water "three feet deep" on the
p a v ements.192
As the Exposition approached the long-expected opening,
demand for office and sales space set off a downtown real
estate boom which saw the erection of new office buildings
and the expansion of the business district into Granby

188ibid, p. 3; W.H.T. Squires,
Exposition," p. 517.

"How Norfolk Secured the

189u.S. Navy Dept., Postscripts;
Jamestown Exposition.
1907. p. 1; Charles Keiley, ed., The Official Blue Book
of the Jamestown E xposition, p. 710; U.S. Congress, House,
Bill - H.R. #21949, 59th Congress, 2nd Session, 11 Dec. 1906,
pp. 1-4.
190ibid, p. 3; Charles Keiley, p. 51.
Keiley cited
Theodore Roosevelt to the Jamestown Exposition Co., 24 May
1906.
191lbid,

pp.

142-43.

192fjary Greer to M. Denby, 10 April 1907, Jamestown Expo
sition Papers, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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Street and other residential areas.

Real estate investors

like Walter Taylor were the first of Norfolk's own business
men to profit from the exposition as suburban property
values

skyrocketed

.1^3

Many real estate ventures were

designed to exploit the tercentennial celebration, wherein
speculators asked $1,000 for lots between the pier and
the Exposition entrance.

Norfolk property owners with

vacant lots were invited to erect an "M and M Portable
House" for rental to visitors,

and householders with a

spare room listed with the Tourist and Hotel

E x c h a n g e . 194

In spite of almost insurmountable obstacles, the James
town Exposition generated great enthusiasm and appreciation
for an exposition regarded as "architecturally,
educationally, and in some respects

unique.

"195

scenically,
Unfortun

ately, a major crisis developed within the hierarchy that
supervised this mammouth spectacle.

The source of the

problem lay in the conflict of authority between the DirectorGeneral, James M. Barr, and the President of the Jamestown
Exposition Company, Henry St. George Tucker.

Although

Barr's autocratic methods of management created friction
among the exposition officials, he was able to achieve
constructive results.

However, his feud with Tucker finally

193ibid; Virginian-Pilot. 13 June 1907, p.
1 9 4 c h a r l e s Keiley,

pp.

1.

697-98; N o r f o l k L a n d m a r k , 31 Oct.

1907, pp. 1-2.
195chambers

and Shank, pp. 216-17.
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led to his removal from the

company.

196

this time,

the Colonel was seriously considered to replace Barr as
director-general of the exposition after Mr. Barr resigned
"under fire."

It is quite apparent that Taylor desired

to avoid the political interactions affecting the company.
Therefore, the Board of Directors picked Alvah H. Martin,
first vice-president of the Jamestown Tercentennial Company
and president of the Merchants and Planters Bank of
N o r f o l k .

197

Martin proved a worthy successor to Barr and

worked cooperatively with the Board of

D i r e c t o r s . 198

The Jamestown Exposition remained open until the end
of November 1907 to exploit the remnants of vacationers
and sightseers of the season.
built for the Exposition,

Although the structures

like those erected for similar

events, were intended to be temporary, fifteen state build
ings and four other exhibition structures have been pre
served.

In spite of drawing 2,850,735 admissions, of which

less than half were paid, the Exposition was not financially
lucrative.

Within a week after it closed, an attempt was

made to sell it to the Federal government, which refused

196»'picic Colonel Taylor to Succeed Barr," Richmond TimesDispatch. 19 Sept. 1907, p. 1; Virginian-Pilot. 18 Sept.
1907, p. 1. Taylor was also aware of the U.S. Treasury
Department's preference of Mr. Barr.
Apparently, the federal
officials feared that the withdrawl of Mr. Barr might cause
the receipts to drop off, and therefore tried to prevent
"swapping horses in the middle of a stream."
197yj.rginian_p.Qot, 6 Oct.
Janet Taylor.

1907, p. 1; Interview with

198cj1arles Keiley, p. 771.
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the offer; the company then fell into receivership.

These

efforts were renewed in 1914 at the start of World War I,
but it was not until the United States entered the war
in 1917 that the government finally purchased the grounds
and those buildings that remained.199
The Jamestown Exhibition was more than a simple enter
prise of "boosterism.n

In actuality, it was a manifestation

of a civic optimism which dominated Norfolk for a genera
tion.

200

Local citizens dated a surge of growth from the

middle 1880s.

In the nineties its spokesmen marveled at

recent increases in population, construction, and trade all signs of the restoration and evolution of the city
as one of the metropolitan centers of the South Atlantic
c o a s t .201
Although Walter Taylor lost more than $1,000 in this
spectacular venture, he could take pride in focusing the
n a tion’s attention towards the renaissance of

N o r f o l k .

202

No longer was Norfolk depicted as
. . . that decrepit victim of the slave power,
poor old imbecile granny Norfolk, who spends
her feeble breath in sighing still for the system

199Ibid, p. 774.

200Ibid#
201carl Abbott, "Norfolk in the New Century," Virginia
Magazine of History and B i o graphy, 85 (Jan. 1977): 93.
The city's population rose by forty-five percent between
1900 and 1910 after a thirty-four percent increase in the
1890s.
202j[n terview with Janet Taylor.
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which made her a municipal specimen of what the natural
ists call arrested d e v e l o p m e n t . 203
It was finally a city of the New South.

203Thomas Wertenbaker,

pp. 286-87.
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CHAPTER IV
A MAN OF MANY TALENTS

Daring the years from 1865 to 1916 Taylor made a remark
able record of accomplishment in the world of commerce and
government.

Throughout his life he was a leader in the

affairs of the city of Norfolk as well as a civic-minded
Virginian.

In personality and character Taylor was complex

and highly sensitive to the needs of his fellowman.

Intel

ligent and able, he was extremely self-disciplined and
exceptionally industrious, a person of impeccable honesty
and integrity.*
Although T a y l o r ’s wide range of activities, which
stimulated the growth of the old seaport, gained him local
and state recognition,

it was his role as Civil War historian

and confidante of Lee that gained Taylor national respect and
admiration.

One of Colonel Taylor's major contributions to

society came out of his wartime experiences as L e e ’s one-man
staff.

This contribution took form in a book entitled Four

Years with L e e .

Due to his professional rapport with his

commander, Taylor's writings retain signal importance in any
study of Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia.

^Interview with Janet Taylor.
132
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It should be noted that T a y l o r ’s motivation for writing his
first book developed out of L e e ’s own initial attempt to
write an accurate history of the Army of Northern Virginia.2
After the Civil War, Lee hoped that the bravery and
devotion of the Army of Northern Virginia would be correctly
transmitted to posterity.

Writing to Walter Taylor in

a printed circular, the Grey Fox insisted that:
. . . this is the only tribute that can now be
paid to the worth of its noble officers and
soldiers; and I am anxious to collect the necessary
data for the history of the campaigns in Virginia
from the commencement of its organization to
its final surrender.
I am particularly anxious
that its actual strength in the different battles
it has fought be correctly stated.3
This appeal for information on the Lost Cause forwarded
to all of L e e ’s general officers, showed Lee's intentions
not so much to set the record straight as to pay a last
tribute to his troops.^

Much of the correspondence varied,

but usually the circular was followed by a postscript of
personal note explaining what he wished the recipient to
send him.

What each officer was requested to supply depended

on what battles and campaigns that particular officer fought
in, or what position he had held in the army.

Since Colonel

Taylor had for a long duration prepared the trimonthly

^Robert E. Lee to Walter H Taylor, 31 July 1865, Lee
Family Papers, Virginia Historical Society, Richmond,
File # L5114d28, #51C737.
3Ibid.
^Arthur Link and Rembert W. Patrick, eds., Writing
Southern History (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University
Press, 1967), p. 278.
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statements of the strength of the army, he thought his
former aide could provide data concerning the numbers engaged
in the various campaigns.5
On another occasion, Lee asked his former adjutant
if he could obtain from Burton Harrison copies of his letters
with Jefferson Davis.

Lee maintained that, "It will be

of great use to me to speak more fully of movements and
their results."6
For a while, Lee set about collecting material, but
he found it increasingly difficult to secure the necessary
papers, especially since the War Department apparently
refused him the use of certain documents in its possession.7
Amid his many labors at Washington College, General
Lee found little time to pursue the collection of material
from other sources, and apparently he never wrote any part
of his intended narrative.

He may have decided that passion

still deafened the ears of the nation.8

Possibly, he

^Robert E. Lee to W.H. Taylor, 31 July 1865, Lee Family
Papers, Washington & Lee Archives, Lexington, Va.; Walter
Taylor, Four Years with Gen. L e e , pp. 156-57.
^R.E. Lee to W.H. Taylor, 25 May 1866, Taylor Family
Papers.
Lee was referring to his letters written to Jeffer
son 1861-1865.
^Douglas S. Freeman, The South to Posterity (New York:
Scribner’s, 1939), p. 42.
®Allen W. Moger, ’’General Lee's Unwritten History,”
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 71 (July 1963):
358.
While the available evidence does not show that Lee
was personally denied access to these captured papers,
Taylor wrote shortly after Lee's death that "several unsuc
cessful attempts had been made to obtain permission to
examine the Confederate papers" in Washington.
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realized that truth could not be told without damaging
the reputation of men he respected.9

Historians, Link

and Patrick, were convinced that "his character was such
that he never could have brought himself to place blame
where it was due.

Any detailed military account from his

pen would have raised more questions than it answered."10
Although General Lee failed to record for posterity
the courage and loyalty of the Army of Northern Virginia,
one of his most trusted aides, Walter Herron Taylor, made
a significant contribution toward preserving for future
generations the Southern view of the war.

The Colonel

was dedicated to carry out Lee's objectives and inform
the nation of the strength of the Confederate and Federal
armies that were engaged in the operations in V i r g i n i a . H
Unlike his old chieftain,

Taylor received the coveted permis

sion and was the first Southern student to delve into the
unpublished papers captured in Richmond.

The estimates

he compiled remain among the most accurate we have and
have been consulted by many researchists and scholars since
their publication in 1 8 7 7 . 1 2
Thus Taylor embarked upon a career of proving "the
great numerical odds" faced by Lee.

When Lee died before

9Ibid, p. 42.
l^Link and Patrick,

p. 278.

HIbid.
l^Walter Taylor, Four Years With L e e , p. 1.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

136
making use of Taylor's statistics, the young aide felt
charged with a special mission.

He believed that "all-vise

Providence" had prevented Lee from giving a true statement
of the odds against which they had to contend.
wrote,

Now, Taylor

"the duty seemed logically to devolve upon me . "13

The Colonel's determination for historical documentation
involved him in a number of projects.

He worked on his

memoir, Four Years with General L e e , and also took it upon
himself to defend Lee in Southern magazines and Northern
newspapers,

such as the Philadelphia T i m e s .

Furthermore,

he worked arduously for the Lee Monument Association and
maintained a network of correspondence with J. William
Jones, Jubal Early, Fitzhugh Lee, Charles Marshall, and
many others, constantly furnishing them with

statistics.

*4

Taylor's main objective in his historical writing can be
best described by his statement,

"Historical accuracy being

my great aim, is all that I have to say upon this

subject.

"13

Owing to his intimate relationship vith his commander,
Taylor devoted a considerable portion of his postwar years

l^Southern Historical Society Papers, "Col. Walter H.
Taylor, A.A.6.", New Series No. 3, Whole No. 41, Sept. 1916,
p. 86.
S.H.S.P. cited the Richmond News L e a d e r . 3 Mar. 1916,
p. 3.
l^Walter Taylor, General Lee. 1861-1865. p. 301; W.H.
Taylor to Fitzhugh Lee"! 18 Aug. 1894, 15 Aug. 1894; W.H.
Taylor to Charles Marshall, 26 Jan. 1894; Marshall to Taylor,
23 Nov. 1895, Taylor Papers; Thomas Connelly, The Marble
Man (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1977), p. 50.
^ W a l t e r H. Taylor to George Rogers,
Papers.

22 May 1896, Taylor
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to settling controversies about the Army of Northern Vir
ginia.

Rarely were his conclusions disputed because he

possessed a memory that was both cohesive and accurate.
Noted Civil War historian, Douglas Freeman, in his definitive
work, R.E. L e e , cited two examples when Taylor, fifty years
after the war, not only recalled correspondence concerning
a particular battle, but was also able to quote the letters
almost verbatim.

This is why the Colonel became an unoffi

cial "court of last resort" in the multitude of historical
arguments that abounded in the half-century after Appomat
tox .
It was only natural that Colonel Taylor, "in reality
but a boy," insisted the Virginian-Pilot. "should have
seen things that others overlooked," and that he, in admira
tion for his esteemed commander, should have written of
those incidents in books that will remain among the classics
of Southern

history.

18

Seven years before his book was printed, Taylor met
his revered chieftain for the final time.

On 30 April

1870, as Lee arrived in Norfolk for a brief visit, crowds
in Norfolk and Portsmouth received him with rebel yells.
Many of his old comrades-in-arms came to shake his hand

l^Walter H. Taylor, Four Years With Gen. L e e , edited
by James I. Robertson, pp. viii-ix.
l^Southern Historical Society Papers,
A.A.G.," p. 86.

"Col. Taylor,

l^Norfolk-Virginian-Pilot. 3 Mar 1916, p. 1.
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and to gaze once more - and for the last time - on his
calm

expression.

19

Colonel Taylor conducted the General,

accompanied by his daughter,
. . . through the dense throng to the ferry-boat.
The air, during his passage through the assembledge, was vocal with shouts of welcome to the
old chieftain.
It may be also remarked that
those shouts were not of the measured 'hip-hiph u r r a h ’ kind now in vogue, but were the genuine,
Confederate yells, which quickened the pulses
at all the battles in this state, from Big Bethel
to Appomattox Courthouse, and which doubtless
awakened a host of memories in the breast of
him in whose honor they were u t t e r e d . 20
General Lee remained in Norfolk for several days,
the guest of Dr. William Seldon, during which he received
calls from many friends and admirers.

Six months later,

on 12 October 1870, Robert E. Lee passed quietly away at
his home in Lexington.21

Marse Robert was not

only mourned by the South but by the entire country as
well.

It is unlikely that history affords another instance

where the leader of a losing cause succeeded in retaining
the love, admiration, and respect of his followers, and
even of his enemies, to the extent noted in the case of
General Robert E. Lee.

In addition to his fame as a noble

and brilliant military commander, Lee earned universal
respect in his role as President of Washington College

l^H.W. Burton, History of N o r f o l k , p. 133.
2®Ibid, pp. 133-134; W.H.T. Squires, "Distinguished
Visitors to Norfolk," 26 June 1940, p. 14.
2 1l b i d , p. 133; N o r f o l k V i r g i n i a n . 13 Oct. 1870, p. 1.
A bronze tablet on the Seldon home commemor ate d General
Lee's

visit

to N o r f o l k .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

139
and as a concilliator during the stormy Reconstruction
era.22
After the G e n e r a l ’s death Taylor put together his
estimates, procured documents from the United States War
Department, and prepared the first reliable figures on
the ceaselessly debated question of comparative strength.23
Although there were many methods of comparing the strength
of opposing armies, Taylor chose the effective total, or
the sum of the officers and enlisted men present for duty,
excluding all attention of the extra duty men, those sick,
and those in arrest.

"As this manner of estimating was

applied to both armies,” wrote Taylor,

”it seemed to me

the most equitable and satisfactory."24
The C o l o n e l ’s initial work, Four Years with General
L e e , contained numerous incidents that have since become
a part of every biography of Robert E. Lee.

This historical

contribution was received quite favorably by the majority
of literary and academic critics.

Thus,

by the turn of

the twentieth century, the book became a collector's item
and for many years was a standard authority on Confederate
history; more than that, it consisted of previously unpub
lished material that revealed insight into Lee's character.

2 2 j b i d , p. 14; Wallace Rice, "The Hero of a Lost Cause,"
The D i a l . 37 (Oct. 1904), pp. 233-34.

23Norfolk Virginian-Pilot. 3 Mar.

1916, p.

1.

24walter Taylor, p. ix, p. 188; Giles B. Cook, "Col. W.H.
Taylor, A.A.G.," Confederate V e t e r a n . 24 (May 1916), pp. 45253.
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The Southern Historical Society Papers cheerfully declared:
With such opportunities for knowing the inside
history of our grand old army, we expected Colonel
Taylor to give us a book of great historical
value, and we have not been disappointed.25
This critic read it twice with increasing interest and
placed it on a convenient shelf for frequent consultation.
Although he was impressed with the fresh information on Lee,
the reviewer wished that T a y l o r ’s narrative had been much
fuller in detail.

Despite that one failing, he acknowledged

that the author brought out invaluable material to depict
a correct understanding of L e e ’s military campaigns.
more,

Further

”the main object of his book was to determine the rel

ative numbers of the Confederate and Federal armies in all
of the principle battles,” remarked the writer,

”and this

he has certainly settled beyond all dispute."26
When the C o l o n e l ’s book was reprinted in 1962, he was
once again certified as the "unchallenged" postwar authority
on numbers and losses in L e e ’s

a r m y .

27

The

editor, James

I. Robertson, in preparing this new edition, incorporated
into the notes and introduction not only additional excerpts
from T a y l o r ’s letters, but also select passages from T a y l o r ’s
later memoir, General Lee,

1861-1865.26

25southern Historical Society Papers, "Book Notices,"
Southern Historical Society P a p e r s . 5 (January to June
1878): 96.
26ibid.
2 7 ”B o o k Reviews," Civil War H i s t o r y . 8 (Dec.

1962):

452-53.
28ibid, p. 453.
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In promoting Taylor's second book. General Lee. 18611865. the publisher exploited one major factor that in
. . . matters official, he was almost
said to speak, as if, by authority
of his late chief, and his personal
recollections of men and matters during
that eventful period contribute mater
ially to the attractiveness of his
work.29
It was to be expected that publications of Lee's remi
niscences would commemorate the centenary of his birth.30
Thus in 1907, the first of these made its appearance when
Taylor published his second work devoted to the memory of
his fallen comrades-in-arms.

T a y l o r ’s book, General Lee.

1861-1865. added substantially to the facts that were prese
nted twenty-nine years previously in his Four Years with
Lee.31

In response to repeated requests from many friends,

Taylor revised his original narrative, adding new material
gleaned from the Official Records and similar sources printed
after 1877.

Ironically, Taylor experienced some difficulty

in locating a publisher compatible to his philosophy.

"We

wish to publish the book for you, provided," wrote DoubledayPage and Company,
changes in it."32

"you will be kind enough to make two
Doubleday insisted that the Colonel elimi-

^^Taylor Papers, 6 July 1906.
The advertisement was
not identified as to location of publication.
30"The New Books," Review of Reviews, 35 (Mar. 1907):
380.
3lDouglas

S. Freeman, T h e S o u t h to P o s t e r i t y , p. 190.

3 2] ) ou bl eday-Page Co.
Papers.

to W.H. T a y l o r ,

12 Au g.

1905, T a y l o r
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nate the first two chapters relating to the South's attitude
in 1860.

It was implied that, "the public now considers

that question settled, and it takes only an academic interest
in it."

The second proposed omission turned out to be a

rather strange one and revealed the publisher's ignorance
of Taylor's contribution to the study of the American Civil
War.

"Since your book was distinctly a book of the military

events in General Lee's life," wrote Doubleday,

"you omit

as far as possible the parts of this manuscript which have
to do wholly or chiefly with military

a f f a ir s ."33

Taylor rejected these recommendations and after consid
erable correspondence with other publishers, he agreed to
have his treatise printed by Braunworth of Brooklyn, Mew
York.

The Colonel had finally contacted a publisher that

appreciated his intricate and accurate documentation of the
noble Lee and his role in the "recent

unpleasantness

."34

It should also be mentioned that both of Taylor's books on
Lee have been greatly used as reference material by histor
ians and journalists, especially on the subject of controver
sial Civil War

battles.

35

Most importantly, Walter Herron Taylor should be regard
ed as a literary figure of impeccable integrity.

One par-

33ibid.

34i)oubleday to W.H. Taylor, 17 Jan. 1906, Taylor Papers.
Some of the publishers were unsure of the commercial
prospects of Taylor's book.
^ I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor; Clifford Miread to Walter
Herron Taylor III, 1 July 1938, Taylor Papers.
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ticular illustration of T a y l o r ’s quest for authenticity
was his criticism of Colonel Charles Marshall.

In referring

to his former co-staff o f f i c e r ’s speech on the "Surrender
at Appomattox," Taylor brought up one point in his address
about which,

"I would like to refresh your

memory.

"36

Marshall had failed to mention Colonel Taylor's role in
the preliminary stages of the surrender negotiations between
Lee and Grant:

"Ton say that no one accompanied him (Lee)

but you and one orderly," exclaimed Taylor.

The Colonel

reminded Marshall that he, too, had escorted General Forsyth
through their lines in order to obtain the sanction of
General Meade to the truce between Gordon and Sheridan,
and therefore returned to Lee - before Babcock rode up
to announce Grant's readiness to meet him.

The Colonel

concluded his letter by declaring:
This is certainly unimportant, but it is desirable
to be as nearly accurate as possible, even in
small matters, when dealing with the incidents
of that period.^7
Colonel Taylor shared the views of Josephus, the ancient
Hebrew statesman and historian, who believed that historical
writers by necessity and force, had to be concerned with
the facts and should not excuse themselves from committing
them to the "written word,

for the advantage of posterity."

36\tfalter H.
Ta y l o r Papers.

Charles M a r s h a l l ,

Taylor

to

26 Jan. 1894,

3 7 I b id .
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He was convinced that the h i s t o r i a n Ts responsibility was
to produce facts for the benefit of mankind.38
In what Taylor had written, he strove, first, to assist
in making clear certain details touching the history of
General Lee, heretofore shrouded in obscurity or doubt;
secondly, to present an accurate statement of the a r m y ’s
power which he commanded.

Indeed, he wrote as nif under

the supervision of Lee himself."

The Colonel fully realized

that, "were that illustrious man now living, he would scorn
any advantage obtained through injustice to others, or
the sacrifice of truth."

Finally, he wanted to document

the role of the Confederate veterans in order to justify
their pension claims.

These convictions controlled T a y l o r ’s

mind throughout his entire

narrative.

39

Taylor attempted to preserve for posterity the memory
of the Lost Cause and its unforgotten dead through his
books, articles, and the construction of monuments in Norfolk
and Richmond.

In an abstract way, Confederate veterans

like Walter Taylor shaped the mind of the South.

By means

of memorial activities he left behind constant reminders
of his past.

It should be noted that the Confederate veteran

handed down an ideal of gallantry and self-sacrifice by
which any future sacrifice "paled in comparison.

38w. Taylor,
39Ibid,

p. 188.

pp. 188-89.

40William W. White,

22:116.
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While reading of the ceremonies soon to take place
in Raleigh at the unveiling of a monument in 1895, Taylor
asked,

"Is Norfolk alone to be without a monument?"41

The Colonel was quite instrumental in the erection of
monuments commemorating the soldiers of the "War Between
the States."

As chairman of the Norfolk Monument Commit

tee he worked tirelessly in his efforts to construct
a Confederate memorial in his home town.

The funds

for the monument began to be collected as early as 1866
but "effort and generosity lagged."42

Although many

of the memorials that are observed today were built
long after the war had ended, this does not mean that
Southerners were reluctant to honor those who had fought
and died for them.

However, money was difficult to

come by for even the most essential commodities of every
day living.

And even when conditions became better

the monuments erected represented years of scrimping
and saving.43

^ W a l t e r H. Taylor to Blanche Baker,
Taylor Papers.

15 May 1895,

^ w . H . T . Squires, "Our Monument of Love," Squires
Scrapbooks, p. 221.
The Norfolk Monumental Association
was organized in Norfolk on 14 February 1866.
It was
intended to "commemorate the dead of Norfolk who were
slain in defense of the rights of the state."
The officers
first chosen included:
President, Gen. R.L. Page, first
vice-president, Maj. William E. Taylor, second vicepresident, Col. Water Herron Taylor, and other distin
guished citizens.
^ R a l p h w. Widener, Confederate Monuments:
Enduring
Symbols of the South and The War Between The States (Wash
ington, D.C.:
Andromeda Assoc., 1982), p. 8.
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After many years of fund raising campaigns, the Colonel
concluded his 1898 report by declaring:
Your committee regrets that after several years
of earnest endeavor it cannot submit a more favor
able report.
The desire to have a Confederate
Monument in our city through the voluntary offer
ings of our people does not seem to be generally
felt and discouragement and indifference were
encountered in many instances, when least expected.44
Still, Taylor persisted that the work begin at once.
He also urged that the monument be placed at the head of
old Market Square and that all the money "now available"
be expended in the construction of a granite shaft, complete
in itself,

"somewhat after the design submitted by the

Couper Marble Works with provisions for heroic statues
at the base and on the top of the monument, for which "we
have funds in hand for their p u r c h a s e . "4^

Hence, the

Colonel, fearful that the generation that recalled the
sacrifices and heroism of the war between the states was
now rapidly passing away, accelerated his efforts to complete
the erection of the monument.4&
On 28 January 1898 the city granted permission to
utilize the space at the head of Commercial Place for the
statue.

Later,

on 22 February 1899, the cornerstone was

laid on the thirty-ninth anniversary of Jefferson D a v i s ’

44W.H.T. Squires, "Building the Monument," Squires Scrap
books, 2 Feb. 1939, Part 3, p. 201.
45Ibid.
46Ibid.
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inauguration as President of the Confederacy.47
The original plan designed by the Couper Marble Works
of Norfolk called for the monument to be topped with a
heroic bronze figure of Peace, while four life-sized bronze
figures representing a Confederate sailor, infantryman,
cavalryman, and artilleryman were intended to adorn the
base.

But funding being limited,

the committee finally

settled for a handsome fifteen foot bronze statue of a
defiant Johnny Reb sculptured by Norfolkian, William Couper,
as the crowning feature of the monument that was unveiled
on 16 May 1907.48
When the day of dedication finally arrived, Colonel
Taylor drew the veil aside as the spokesman of PickettBuchanan Camp in the presence of a great multitude which
included the now-aging members of that famous brigade,
the Sons of the Confederate Veterans,

the Confederate Choir,

and the Daughters of the Confederacy as guests of honor.
Afterwards, there was an adjournment to Elmwood Cemetery
where the exercises were concluded.

These were preceded

by a parade through the principal streets with music fur
nished by the Navy Yard Band.^9

^ " L a y i n g of the cornerstone,” Public L e d g e r , 22 Feb.
1899. p. 2. The Civil War monuments were usually chaste
in design and true to the region in their emblematic figures
such as plants and leaves.
^8George H. Tucker, Norfolk H ighlights, p. 99.
^ Virginian-Pilot. 17 May 1907, p. 2. Col. William H.
Stewart, noted local historian, was the main orator and
delivered the ovation.
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In addition to Taylor's contribution to Norfolk's
monument, the Colonel played a key role in the creation
of the memorial to his former chieftain - Robert E. L e e . 50
Taylor also participated with many dignitaries in both
the laying of the cornerstone in 1887 and the final unveiling
of the Lee statue in 1890 in Richmond, "Late capital of
the C o n f e d e r a c y . "51

The statue was sculptured by a young

Parisian artist, Marius Jean Antoine Mercie, who had previ
ously carved the "La Fayette" which stood directly opposite
the White House in W a s h i n g t o n . 52
The celebration of the unveiling of the Confederate
memorial of the revered General began with a military ball
on 28 May 1890, to which 600 socialites were invited, and
concluded with a grand march on the following day witnessed
by 100,000 cheering people.

The parade contained many

of the former military and government officials of the
late Confederacy, including Taylor and his former co-staff
off icers.53

^ I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor.
51john R. Cooke to Col. Walter H. Taylor, 22 Oct. 1887,
Taylor Papers.
Taylor was appointed Asst. Marshall during
the laying of the cornerstone.
Thomas Ellett to Walter
H. Taylor, 15 May 1890, Taylor Papers; Taylor's "Assignment
of position on the line at the unveiling of the Lee Monum o n t ."
52w.H.T. Squires, "General Lee," 18 Jan. 1945, Squires
Scrapbooks, Part 3, p. 200.
53lbid; Richmond T i m e s , 30 May 1890, p. 1; Richmond
Dispatch. 30 May 1890, p. 2; Ulrich Troubetzkoy, HLee
Monument," Virginia C a v alcade, 11 (Spring 1962), pp. 5-10.
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee was chief marshall of the Parade.
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Despite the energetic Colonel's public and private
activities, he still managed to find time for an astonishing
range of civic usefulness.

To mention a few:

He served

on the Board of Directors of the Jackson Orphan Asylum,
an Episcopal home and school; as a Visitor of the Virginia
Military Institute;54 as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Norfolk Symphony Society; as President of the Board
of the Eastern State Lunatic Asylum, wherein he encouraged
many needed reforms for the mental patients;55 as the exec
utor of the Mary Ludlow Von Zollicoffer estate, wherein
Taylor organized the planning and funding of the Mary Ludlow
Home for the Aged; and member on the Board of Directors
of the Ballentine Home For Old Ladies.56
The Colonel's philanthropic interests included charter
membership in the United Charities and a vital role in

5^H.W. Burton, p. 63; Portsmouth S t a r . 3 Mar. 1916, p. 1.
55james R. Hines, "Musical Activity in Norfolk:
16801973," Ph.D. Dissertation, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, 1974, p. 31; Portsmouth S t a r . 3 Mar. 1916, p. 1;
Eastern State Lunatic Asylum, Annual Reports of the Eastern
State Lunatic Asylum. 1887-1889. 1890-1895. 1897 (Richmond:
J.H. O ’Bannon, 1897), p. 4; Virginia, Journal of the Senate,
Acts Passed at Session. 11 Apr. 1893 - Appointment of Taylor
to Eastern State Lunatic Asylum Board of Trustees.
S^The last Will and Testament of Mary E. Zollicoffer,
4 June 1903; William H. Stewart, pp. 577-78; "Open the
Ludlow Home today," Ledger-Dispatch. 1 Apr. 1918, p. 2;
"Ballantine Home for Aged Women." Virginian-Pilot. 2 Apr.
1918, p. 3; Norfolk L a n d m a r k . 3 Dec. 1911, pp. 13-16.
Col. Taylor was also Chairman of the Ballantine House
Committee.
The charter was approved on 21 Jan. 1896;
dedicatory exercises, 24 Apr. 1896.
It was located on
Park Ave. between Bond and Corpren Avenue.
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his church's council.

For several years he represented

the vestry of Christ Church, Norfolk,

in the Diocesan Coun

cil, in addition to the Diocesan Council in the General
Convention.

Taylor became a charter member of St. Lukes

Church on 22 January 1874, wherein he scrutinized the
church's finances in the same efficient manner as those
of his bank.57

The Colonel also was quite helpful in assist

ing the "Colored Grace Church P.E." with the purchase of
a new dwelling.

This charitable act was an example of

Taylor's benevolent attitude toward the emancipated

N e g r o . 58

Despite the Colonel's dim view of the Negro's "prema
ture" enfranchisement and its repercussions on the Recon
struction era, he tended to overcome his prejudices and
assist in the rehabilitation of the former slaves.

Like

many Southerners, Taylor argued that during the entire
war the Negroes were universally loyal and their conduct
in "all respects

a d m i r a b l e

went to the front,

."59

Even while the white masters

the women and children were left at

home and on plantations with Negroes without fear or appre
hension.

And although the Blacks then possessed the "same

V i r g i n i a n - P i l o t . 29 May 1900,
p. 212.
The church was located
on t h e c o r n e r of G r a n b y & Bute S t r e e t s .
57"Church

Consecrated,"

p. 3; W i l l i a m S t e w a r t ,

58 w .H. Taylor to the Vestry of Christ Church, 16 Nov.
1911, Christ Church, Norfolk City Vestry Minutes:
18281905, Norfolk.
Grace Episcopal Church, originally called
The Church of the Holy Innocents, was founded in 1883 by
Negroes who had formerly been communicants of Old Christ
C h urch.
59walter H. Taylor,

General L e e , p. 266.
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racial instincts and passions as the Negro of to-day,"
wrote the Colonel in 1906, "so far as my knowledge and
observation enable me to speak, not a single case of assault
was ever recorded or ever occurred in the South during
that p e r i o d . "60
Taylor expressed his philosophy on the racial issue
which was influenced by the ante-bellum slaveowner's
opinion combined with the deep bitterness of Reconstruc
tion:
The Negro under a condition of servitude, acknow
ledging his subordination to his superiors,
is well mannered and contains himself within
the bounds of perfect and unfaltering respect
for the white race, even when no one is near
to make him afraid.
The same Negro, with the
supposed advantages of freedom and education,
after the expenditure of much money and time
in the effort to elevate him, becomes a wild
beast and a terror, a prey to uncontrollable
passion.
How shall this be explained?
Is
it not fairly chargeable to the vicious legis
lation at the close of the war, - by which
it was sought to humiliate the people of the
South, - to the unqualified enfranchisement
of the blacks and to the corrupt teaching of
the meddling and misguided fanatics who came
among the Negroes and implanted in their minds
erroneous and dangerous notions as to their
rights and privileges, so that, with vast numbers
of them, their conception of freedom is unbridled
license, and their tendency to a life of idle
ness, immorality, and crime is truly sad and
disheartening.61
However, in spite of this racist sentiment, Taylor
devoted considerable time and energy to Negro education
and welfare during the latter part of the nineteenth

60lbid.
61lbid,

p. 267.
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century.

62

The Colonel was convinced that a country "is

as strong as its weakest link," and was in favor of education
for all

people.

63

His interest in Negro education was exemplified by
Taylor's multitudinous activities for the St. Paul's Normal
and Industrial School in Lawrenceville,

Virginia.

64

Shortly

after the Colonel's death. James S. Russell. Black educator
and founder of St. Paul's School wrote,

"The school will

miss his kindly words of counsel and advice as well as
his financial aid, which he has been giving to the school
for a number of years."65
Dr. Russell, a follower of Booker T. Washington's
theme of trade education for the race, firmly believed
that industrial schools were a "great blessing to the colored
youth" in the South and would do much to destroy the antag
onism which seemed to exist between "learning and manual
labor."66

^Inteview

Taylor, 4 Mar.

with Janet Taylor; James S. Russell to Betty
1916, Taylor Papers.

63ibid.

64St. Paul's Normal and Industrial School, Annual Reports
of the Principal. 1889-1890. 1890-1891. Lawrenceville;
Interview with Janet Taylor; Virginius Dabney, pp. 414-15.
65james S. Russell to Betty Taylor, 4 Mar. 1916, Taylor
Papers.
Russell was the first Negro elected a bishop in
the Episcopal Church, an honor he declined to remain at
St. Paul's.
66st. Paul's Normal and Industrial School, St. Paul's
Normal and Industrial School Annual Catalogue (Lawrence
ville:
Normal School Press, 1896), p. 12.
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St. Paul's Normal and Industrial School had a profound
influence on the improvement of race relations and was
held in high esteem by whites and Negroes alike.67

Xn

the intervening years, it has evolved into a progressive
Liberal Arts college, offering degrees in the arts and
sciences.

Moreover, the school's program was compatible

with the C o l o n e l ’s racial attitude.

He declared that "an

uneducated Negro was a menace to society - They should
be all educated as soon as possible."68
In addition to the Colonel's numerous humanitarian
activities, he also found time to assist in the development
of Hampton Roads into a major trade center and seaport.
In 1900 Colonel William Stewart was confident about the
future of Tidewater's commercial success when he declared
that:
. . . the greater port of the cities of HamptonRoads so closely connected by suburban sections
tributary to each and by electric railways and
steamers as to be practically now what in the
near future they inevitably must become, one
commercial metropolis.^9
These ideas were shared by Walter Taylor and such
public-spirited associates as Barton Myers, Goodrich Hatton,
and David Lowenberg.

In one particular instance they formed

^ L i t t l e t o n Fitzgerald, "St. Paul's Normal and Industrial
School," Commonwealth. 4 (May 1937): 56.
^ I n t e r v i e w with Janet Taylor, 20 July 1982; St. Paul's
College, St. Paul's College Bulletin. 1981-1982. Lawrence
ville.
^ W i l l i a m

Stewart,

p. 297.
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a committee that emerged from a meeting attended by the
representatives of banks, steamship lines, railways, and
merchantile interests of Norfolk and

P o r t s m o u t h . 70

The

origin of this meeting stemmed from a controversy over
the proper location for the Chief Office of Customs.
The Colonel and his fellow committeemen opposed any
suggestion by the Federal government to relocate the customs
office at another harbor.

Apparently,

the sentiment of

Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Norfolk County,
. . . embracing a total of over 150,000 people
would keenly feel the stigma put upon this port
which for 112 years has held first place as a
customs district of Virginia; we hope that whatever
may be your decision as to the consolidation of the
customs districts of Virginia, the chief officer
of customs shall be located at this port.71
Taylor and his colleagues were ultimately successful in
demonstrating to the Department of Commerce and Labor many
logistical and economic advantages of the old seaport,
and thus the issue was settled in Norfolk's

favor.

72

During this same time period of municipal expansion,
Taylor donated his services to one of the most influential
maritime lobbies of its day - the Atlantic Deeper Waterways

7 0 « N o r f o l k as a Customs P o r t , "

V i r g i n i a n - P i l o t , 26 Jan.

1913, pp. 13-16.
71I b i d , p. 16.
72Gene Roberts, "Custom House Stands Test of 100 Years,"
V irginian-Pilot, 5 April 1959, p. 3; Virginian-Pilot. 20
Feb. 1971, p. 6; Virginian-Pilot, 20 Feb. 1971, p. 6;
V irginian-Pilot. 23 Aug. 1964, p. B-4.
District Headquarters
in Norfolk also supervises six ports of entry besides the
home port.
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Association.

73

As Chairman of the Virginia delegation,

the Colonel advocated many needed improvements of the vital
waterway systems of the southeast region.

On 17 November

1909, as part of his drive to link the waters of Virginia
and North Carolina, Taylor urged the second annual convention
of the Atlantic Deeper Waterways Association to use its
influence and therefore compel the United States Congress
to act upon the Associ a t i o n ’s recommendations for advancement
of the inland waterways. T a y l o r ’s humanitarian traits were
again illustrated by his concern for the "wives and children
of seamen, during the prevalence of storm and tempest,
by the elimination of the passage around Cape Hatteras."
He said that in considering the subject, it should not
be approached from a sectional point of view or from a
sectional spirit, but upon the broad principle of "the
greatest good to the greatest number."74
The C o l o n e l ’s role as F r a n c e ’s consular agent in the
port of Norfolk was but another example of his contribution
to the commercial growth of the Hampton Roads

area.

75

Article 40 of the French Diplomat and Consular Laws and
Regulations clearly specified that:

73Ledger-Dispatch. 18 Nov.

1909, p. 1, p. 11.

7*Ibid, p. 1.
75])epartment of State, Index to Equaturs. Vol. 2, 4
Dec. 1906, p. 205, National Archives, File #285.
Recognition
of Walter H. Taylor as Consular Agent of France with "Powers
and privileges as allowed to the Consular Agents of the
most favored nations in the United States."
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. . . they shall choose these d el egates as far
as possib le among the n otable Fr en ch me n est ab li sh ed
in the country of their residence, and in default
of these from among the most repu ta bl e m er chants
or i n ha bit an ts of the p l a c e . 76
Thus,

it was F r a n c e ’s good fortune to choose one of

N or f ol k 's leading citizens,
from 1890 through 1 9 1 1 . 7 7

who r e pr ese nt ed her interests
Ta yl o r' s fluency in French,

bined with his e xp e rt is e in f inance and commerce,
the French govern me nt with a s trategic

com

provided

a dv anta ge in d i p l o 

matic and economic r elations in the V ir g in i a - N o r t h Carolina
r e g i o n .78
One of the C ol on el 's primary f unctions in this capacity
involved

document c e r t if i ca t io n

ships t rav el li ng to France.

(manifest)

on merchant

He was also r e sp on si bl e for

perfor mi ng a census of the French subje ct s in the city
in co nj un c ti on with

the French Census of 1 8 9 0 . 7 9

T ay lo r' s tenure as French Consu la r Agent,
trade increased

During

F ra nco - Am er i ca n

quite r a p i d l y . 80

7^A.H. Feller and Manl ey D. Hudson, eds., A Collec ti on
of the D ip lo ma ti c and Consu la r Laws and Reg ul at io ns of
Va rious C o u n t r i e s , 2 vols. (Washington:
Carnegie E n d o w 
ment For Inte rn at io na l Peace, 1 9 3 3 ) , 1 : 5 2 3 .
77T\jo r f0 l!c and Portsm out h City Directory,

1890 through

191 2.
7 8 T nt e rv i ew with Janet Taylor.
7 9 ^o r folk Public L e d g e r , 14 April

1891,

p.

1.

6^U.S. Depart me nt of Commer ce and Labor, Daily Consular
and Tr ad e Reports, R e vi ew of Trade C on di ti on s in F r a n c e ,
by Frank H. Mason, No. 243 (Washington:
Bureau of M a n u 
factures, 17 Oct. 1 9 1 1 ) , p. 274 .
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Although Colonel Taylor's career in business, finance,
government, and civic affairs represents a remarkable achieve
ment, it is also quite pertinent to mention his personal
role as the admired patriarch of the Taylor family.

In

the midst of Taylor's extraordinary life, he and his devoted
spouse managed to raise eight c h i l d r e n . 81

After the birth

of the fourth daughter, Mrs. Taylor received a letter from
General Lee stating that, "She must now have four boys
to go with the four girls."

This she proceeded to do and

named the youngest and fourth son, Robert E. Lee Taylor.
Betty Taylor noted that she had accomplished this amazing
feat, "by order of R.E. Lee, General," which was the way
Colonel Taylor signed the General's wartime

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . 82

Taylor's descendants followed in the family tradition
by serving their community in various degrees of civic
duty.

A perfect example of the Taylor devotion to civic

development was illustrated by his son, Walter Herron Taylor
III.

The Colonel's son contributed his talents to the

city of Norfolk for almost a half century as the Director
of Public Works.

He had a major part in mapping and direct

ing the physical progress of the city, whereby he supervised
the construction of waterworks and shaped the municipality's
first modern streets and sewers.

Taylor's study of street

81janet Taylor, "Introduction to the Taylor Papers,"
11 Jan. 1964, Taylor Family Papers; Interview with Janet
Taylor.
82Ibid.
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and drainage problems peculiar to low-lying seaport areas
won him widespread recognition as an expert in this field.
At the

time of his retirement in 1945,

to the

City Manager.83

The Colonel's granddaughter,

he was assistant

Janet Taylor,

performed

with great distinction for forty years in Norfolk Juvenile
Court.
as the

She has been an inspiration to such institutions
Norfolk Historical Society and the

Library.

Miss Taylor also contributed

Norfolk Public

to important histori

cal research by donating the Taylor Family Papers to the
Norfolk Public Library in 1964.84
"Colonel Taylor has a happy home where hospitality
is genuine without ostentation," recalled Lyon Tyler in
1908.85

g i s old home at the northwest corner of York and

Yarmouth Streets was famous for its "good living."

One

of Taylor's specialities was his punch, celebrated throughout
the "length and breadth of the Old

Dominion.

"86

it was

quite difficult for Janet Taylor to forget her grandfather's
house, especially during the Yuletide Season.
was the real occasion.

"Christmas

Everybody in the Neighborhood came

83james M. Morgan, The Jackson-Hope and The Society
of the Cincinnati Medals of the Virginia Military Institute
(Lexington:
McClure Press, 1979), p. 64; Carl M. Jordan
to Harry 0. Nichols, 12 Nov. 1956, Taylor Papers.
Walter
Herron Taylor III was a graduate of V.M.I.
He died 1 Aug.
1960 in Norfolk.
8^Interview with Janet Taylor.
85Lyon G. Tyler, Men of M a r k , p. 387.
86interview with Janet Taylor.
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and there were presents for everyone . . . oysters, ham,
turkey.

All this wonderful stuff," she said, slipping

briefly into fond memories.87

The Colonel's granddaughter

was quite amused, when remembering the punch that was served
that day - "guaranteed to knock your eyes out.

It was

fish house punch and I can remember 80- and 90-year-old
aunts doing the Highland fling after a couple of glasses."88
The family remained extremely close - kissing kin attending family gatherings on holidays and in the summer
vacationing together at Blue Ridge Summit in Pennsylvania.
It wasn't unusual for third cousins to marry,

"every once

in a while second cousins," reminisced Miss Taylor.

"Grand

father thought the dry climate in Western Pennsylvania
would combat whooping cough which plagued some of his child
ren."

Colonel Taylor, the patriarch, acted as advisor

and arbitrator to the vast Taylor

clan.

89

The Colonel continued to lead a very active career
until the last year of his life when he encountered a serious
illness.

On 8 January 1915 Key Compton, President of the

Chesapeake Steamship Company, wrote to L.E. Johnson, Presi-

®^Carol Mather, "An Old Norfolk Family," Virginian-Pilot.
13 Jan. 1980, p. G-4.
88lbid; Interview with Janet Taylor; George Tucker,
"The Punch that Died," Virginian-Pilot. 23 Mar. 1961, p. 8.
89interview with Janet Taylor; Ledger-Dispatch. 7 Mar.
1916, p. 1.
Taylor's summer home was probably the oldest
and one of the largest at this widely known summer resort.
It contained fourteen rooms and was purchased by Col. Taylor
in 1882.
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dent of the Norfolk and Western Railway, that, "Colonel
Taylor had very perceptibly failed and looked like a sick
man."90

Compton had discovered that Taylor had been quietly

taking radium treatments in a private sanatorium in Balti
more, having traveled there at the advice of his Norfolk
doctors.

Although the diagnosis was "ulcers of a long

standing in the lower bowel," the symptoms appeared to
be a case of c a n c e r . 91

Some days later, President Compton

discussed the Colonel's condition with his son-in-law,
Dr. A.D.

Atkinson.

"He told me that he had very little

hope," admitted Compton,

"but very often they got a miracu

lous result from the radium treatment.

Of course, Col.

Taylor's age is very much against him," added Taylor's
saddened friend, "and I very much fear that it is, as you
state, the beginning of the end of a long and valuable
life."92
Taylor confessed to his close friend, L.E. Johnson,
that he was unsure of the effectiveness of the radium treat
ment, but, "Meanwhile, Thank God, I am not suffering any
p a i n . "93

The obstruction in the intestines proved not

9®Key Compton to L.E. Johnson,
& Western R.R. Papers, Roanoke.

8 Jan.

1915, Norfolk

91lbid.
92ibid,

14 Jan. 1915.

93 w .H. Taylor to L.E. Johnson,
& Western R.R. Papers, Roanoke.

19 Jan.

1915, Norfolk
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to be malignant.

Apparently, the radium treatments arrested

the cancer, for he managed to survive one more year.94
The gallant Colonel finally died, after several months
of

failing health and two weeks of extreme illness, on

1 March 1916.
end came,

He

was surrounded by his loved ones as

the

"To whom this breaking of the family circle,”

declared the Virginian-Pilot:
is one of the deepest of sorrows, in which they
have the most genuine sympathy of the entire
community, the peoplp of Norfolk having through
the many years of their association with him
not only greatly esteemed Colonel Taylor, but
by reason of his gentle, courtly and generous
manner had come to love him, and to whom, one
and all, his death is a personal l o s s . 95
Curiously, there was no eulogy at the Colonel's
funeral.
Steinmetz,

In fact, the minister of his church, Reverend
did not appear at the funeral services due to

his resentment at the Taylor family's invitation to two
highly respected Episcopal

c l e r i c a l s . 96

The controversial

Steinmetz had a bitter feud with Bishops A.M. Randolph
and B.D. Tucker of the Southeastern Virginia Diocese.
A simple, but impressive service was conducted by the two
bishops with the assistance of Reverend Giles Cooke, rector
of All Saints' Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, who was also

9^ibid; Portsmouth S t a r . 3 Mar. 1916, p. 1; VirginianPilot . 2 Mar. 1916, p. 1.
9 5 y i r g i n i a n - P i l o t . 2 Mar.
96interview with
Taylor family because
be a l l o w e d to c o n d u c t

1916, p. 1.

Janet Taylor.
they insisted
the service.

Steinmetz resented the
that the two Bishops

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

162
a former member of Robert E. Lee's staff and an intimate
friend of Colonel Taylor.
The bnrial in Elmwood Cemetery was attended only by
the pallbearers and the members of the family, who followed
the body to the burial ground in a long cortege of carri
ages. 97
In honor of the Colonel's memory, not only were the
flags of the city at half mast, but also those on the state
buildings in Richmond,

in accordance with a joint resolution

passed by both branches of the State Legislature.98
Taylor left a rather sizable estate, valued at
$185,966.67, to his cherished wife.99

Three months later,

the Colonel's widow died at her summer home in Blue Ridge
Summit, Pennsylvania.

"The news of her demise will carry

sorrow to the hearts of many Norfolk people," remarked
the Ledger-Dispatch.
. . . for she was a lady of the most beautiful
life and character and by her many lovely qualities
had endeared herself to all who had the privilege
of her acquaintance.
The family's admiration for the Colonel and his wife
was graphically expressed in a poem written by their grand
children in honor of their fiftieth anniversary on 15 April

9 7 Ibid.
9^Virginian-Pilot. 4 Mar.

Sept.

1916, p. 1.

" L a s t Will and Testament of Walter Herron Taylor,
1907.

100T imes-Dispatch. 20 June 1916, p. 3.
died on 20 June 1916.

7

Betty Taylor
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1915 entitled, "To the Bride and Groom of Sixty-five and
a Childhood Love That is Still Alive":
So here's to the health of the family tribe
Here's to the groom, and here's to the bride.
Golden, indeed, their life has been,
Flowing in one unbroken stream.
Sweethearts from early childhood days,
Sweethearts still in their old age;
Sweethearts may they ever be,
Sweethearts through eternity.101
"Few men have been honored in life more than was Col.
Walter H. Taylor of Norfolk, and few have been more honored
in memory than he," concluded the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
The Times-Dispatch *s sentiments were shared throughout
the entire state and most of the nation, for:
To have lived so that all men gave him reverence
to the day of his death is memory fine enough,
but to have lived so that in his youth he was
the trusted adjutant of Robert E. Lee sets his
name apart and emblazons it.
His books, his
work in later years, his service to the community
will live after him.
But after those will live
what may be carved on his tomb:
'He was the
adjutant of Lee ' . 102

1 0 1 « T o T h e B r i d e a n d G r o o m of S i x t y - f i v e a n d a C h i l d h o o d
L o v e T h a t is S t i l l A l i v e , " 8 A p r i l 1915, T a y l o r P a p e r s .
E x c e r p t s of p o e m w r i t t e n by g r a n d c h i l d r e n , a u t h o r ' s name
unknown.

lO^Times-Pispatch, 20 June 1916, p. 3.
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CONCLUSION

If Walter Herron Taylor's life can be measured by
his innumerable accomplishments, then one must evaluate
his contributions to his fellow man and to his community.
Taylor was usually remembered as Lee's devoted adjutant
as well as his chieftain's confidante and biographer.
Many historians have agreed that the Colonel's greatest
service to the cause of Southern history was his scrupulous
statistical compilation of the strength of the Confederate
armies and of the odds against which they had fought.
However, Taylor's role in the restoration and growth
of Norfolk must be regarded as his finest achievement.
After the conclusion of the Civil War, the Colonel went
to work in an almost hopeless economic situation, setting
an example for other Southerners.

He demonstrated an adapt

ability to the changed society and was willing to accept
new concepts and business methods.

It was through Taylor's

efforts that the city of Norfolk restored fiscal stability.
This was reflected by his role as Chairman of the Sinking
Fund combined with his earlier activities in the city coun
cil's finance committee.

T a y l o r ’s reputation as one of

N o r f o l k ’s most prominent financiers originated mainly from

164
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his long and productive career as president of the Marine
Bank.
From his vantage point as a leader in the local banking
business, he was able to advise and assist various commercial
enterprises of the old seaport as well as individuals in
need of sound financial wisdom.

During his thirty-nine

years as president of the Marine Bank, Taylor and his civicminded colleagues introduced new industries and modern
forms of transportation which accelerated Norfolk's progress
as a major urban center.
While serving in the Virginia legislature, Taylor
secured the passage of the Consolidation bill, which proved
a milestone in the history of Norfolk's growth.

Consolida

tion meant the linking of Norfolk with three railroads,
which extended 408 miles across southern Virginia.

This

was the initial step towards building up the port of Norfolk,
which now became the exporter of lumber, wheat, tobacco,
and above all, the cotton of the South.
For over three decades the Colonel served as an ener
getic and loyal director of the Norfolk and Western Rail
road.

He was most instrumental in obtaining vast improve

ments for the railway, which in turn furthered the develop
ment of Norfolk into a major seaport.

By 1900 Norfolk

already was the biggest coal port in the world.

The people

of Norfolk were indebted to the great railroad interests
such as the Norfolk and Western for achieving this economic
triumph.
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Taylor also spearheaded an inner-city transportation
system, which led to the growth of the suburbs and the
expansion of the city.

He later advanced the development

of the Jamestown Exposition, which enhanced the suburban
evolution.
The finest compliment to the Colonel's character was
that, apart from his commercial proficiency,

he possessed

a strong compassion for the oppressed and underpriviledged.
His humanitarianism was illustrated by his successful
attempts in obtaining pensions for Confederate veterans
and widows and by his encouragement of better care for
the mentally ill patients of the Eastern State Lunatic
Asylum.

Taylor's keen interest in the improvement of the

emanicpated Negro was shown by his personal and financial
assistance to the St. Paul's Normal and Industrial School.
The Colonel insisted that education was a cornerstone in
the advancement of all citizens in a democratic society.
The Colonel also showed concern for the aged and invalid
in his activities, which led among other things to the
creation of the Ballantine and Ludlow institutions for
the elderly.
Walter Herron Taylor's legacy can be found in his
indefatigable service to his native town and state, which
included the task of repairing the moral and economic devas
tations caused by the Civil War.

Adding more luster to

this legacy was the patience and undaunted courage that
he had demonstrated as L e e ’s trusted and efficient adjutant.
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